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We  fhould  confider  farther,  that  to  fet  limits  to  na» 
ture,  to  know  with  certainty  that  any  particular 
diforder  is  incurable,  exceeds  the  bounds  of  human 
faculties.  It  is,  therefore,  our  duty,  that  is,  the 
duty  of  thofe  who  cultivate  the  ftudy  of  medicine, 
never  to  fuffer  hope  to  be  totally  extinguifhed  ; 
becaufe  the  extinction  of  hope,  is  the  extinction  of 
endeavour. 

Doctor  Mufgrave’s  Gulftonian  LeCtures,  p,  86-*-87t 
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TO  THE 

<  *  *•  *  *  (  • 

z'  * 

MASTER, 

WARDENS, 

» 

COURT  OF  ASSISTANTS, 

AND  THE  REST  OF  THE 

COMPANY  OF  SURGEONS, 
Gentlemen, 

THE  following  fheets  are  pub- 
lifhed  at  this  time,  in  order 
to  obviate  any  objections  ariling 
from  an  idea  of  my  concealing  a 
part  of  my  practice ;  and  they  are 
addreffed  to  you,  becaufe  if  my 
profefiional  conduCt  in  any  refpeCl 
requires  an  apology,  it  is  to  you 
collectively  that  I  owe  it. 


It 


iv  DEDICATION, 


It  has  long  been  my  with  to 
make  this  communication;  and  the 
only  reafon  of  the  delay,  fo  far  as  it 
hath  been  voluntary  on  my  part, 
was  the  hope  of  being  able  to  offer 
from  repeated  experience  a  mode  of 
practice  of  approved  utility  in  can¬ 
cerous  diforders.  At  the  fame  time 
-*  .1 

it  is  proper  to  mention,  that  when¬ 
ever  a  phyfician  or  furgeon  was 
called  in  to  confult  with  me,  I  al¬ 
ways  made  it  a  rule  to  explain  the 
methods  I  had  purfued. 

The  date  in  which  this  publica¬ 
tion  appears  before  you  at  prefent, 
falls  very  fhort  of- what  I  once  ex¬ 
pected  ;  but  I  have  no  doubt  of 
your  receiving  it  with  that  candour, 

which 


DEDICATION. 


v 


which  belongs  to  the  members  of  a 
liberal  profefiion ;  and  fhall  be  hap¬ 
py  in  your  approbation  of  my  en¬ 
deavours  to  fhew  myfelf  a  ufeful 

member  of  your  fociety. 

\ 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

With  the  greateft  refpect, 

Your  moft  obedient  and 
moft  humble  fervant, 

Piccadilly. 

Dec.  i,  1779. 

j.  O.  JUSTAMOND. 
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Page  5,  line  19,  Yateman,  read  Yatman  ;  page  ir,  line  laft>  efs,  read 
lefs;  p .iz,  line  2,  ameliorated,  [read  meliorated;  p.  57,  line  9,  infert 
a  ,  after  jlack  ;  p.67,  linen,  of  the  note,  albae,  read  alba  ;  page87,  linei3, 
zine,  read  zinc  ;  page  87,  line  16,  after  that,  infert  it ;  page  94,  line  16, 
I  imagined,  read  As  I  imagined  ;  page  in,  line  19,  hailed,  read  induced 5 
page  1  ib,  line  10,  extraft,  read  diffolve;  page  161,  line  z,  infert  a  com¬ 
ma  after  pain  ;  page  167,  line  iz,  point,  read  pint. 
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IN  giving  this  account,  the  following  order 
will  be  obferved.  I  fhall  firfl  fpeak  of 
ulcerated  cancers,  and  the  various  applica¬ 
tions  I  have  ufed  to  them ;  under  which 
head  will  be  included  the  treatment  of  can¬ 
cers  of  the  womb. 

The  fecond  part  will  be  taken  up  in  the 
confideration  of  fchirrhous  tumours,  in  which 
will  be  inferted  thofe  cafes  that  were  merely 

B  fchirrhous 
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fchirrhous  tumours,  or  occult  cancers,  when 
they  fird  came  under  my  notice,  and  which 
afterwards  became  ulcerated. 

The  third  part  will  contain  obfervations 
on  what  is  commonly  called  the  milk  bread, 
or  the  coagulation  of  milk,  and  the  confe- 
quent  formation  of  matter  in  the  breads  of 
women  after  lying-in,  with  the  account  of  a 
peculiar  method  of  treating  thefe  complaints. 

It  would  be  tirefome  and  unneceflary  to 
give  a  defeription  of  every  cafe  that  has  been 
under  my  care;  my  defign  being  only  to 
make  a  full  communication  of  every  exter¬ 
nal  application  I  have  ufed,  and  of  every  in¬ 
ternal  medicine  I  have  given,  with  the  gene¬ 
ral  refult  of  the  effeds ;  and  to  note  the  pe¬ 
culiar  obfervations  which  experience  has  led 
me  to  make,  in  the  number  of  thefe  cafes 
that  have  fallen  under  my  notice.  Thofe 
cafes  therefore  (hall  be  feleded  in  which  the 
methods  have  been  varied  ;  or  the  detail  of 

which 
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\vhich  may  appear  to  afford  fome  lights  that 
may  poffibly  be  of  advantage  to  others. 

Hut  as  I  am  convinced  that  more  ufeful 

/  ,1 

information  is  frequently  to  be  derived  from 
a  candid  avowal  of  our  errors,  than  from 
the  difplay  of  our  bed  fucceffes,  I  (hall  be 
particularly  careful  not  to  omit  any  indance, 
in  which  I  could  have  the  lead  fufpicion  of 

-  \  t 

any  fatal  or  dangerous  fymptom  having 
arifen,  from  the  properties  of  any  applica¬ 
tion  or  medicine  employed.  This  may  at 
lead  fave  other  pra&itioners  the  time  and 
trouble  of  purfuing  the  fame  track  ;  and  if 
it  cannot  tell  us  what  to  do,  will  at  lead 
teach  us  what  we  are  to  avoid  :  a  know¬ 
ledge,  in  many  cafes,  and  particularly  in  def- 
perate  ones,  next  in  utility  to  the  former.  I 
fhall  only  obferve,  that  the  indances  in  which 
fuch  accidents  have  happened,  are  extremely 
few  in  comparifon  of  the  great  number  of 
patients  with  whom  the  fame  methods  have 
*been  followed. 
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In  the  year  1770,  a  lady  applied  to  me 

•r  N  .  •  .  •  3k*  "  '  * 

with  a  cancerous  complaint  of  a  very  malig¬ 
nant  nature.  She  had  been  afflicted  with  it 
upwards  of  thirteen  years.  It  had  originally 
confided  of  two  fchirrhous  tumours,  which 
had  been  removed  about  three  years  before 
fhe  applied  to  me,  by  Mr.  Guy’s  method. 
That  gentleman  was  never  able  to  clofe  the 
wound  entirely ;  and  though  the  lady  re¬ 
mained  tolerably  well  for  fome  time  after  the 
removal  of  the  tumours,  yet  there  was  a  lit¬ 
tle  crack  fubfiilina;  which  furnifhed  occafion- 
ally  a  greater  or  lefs  quantity  of  difcharge. 
Mr.  Guy  dying  fome  time  after  this,  and  the 
patient  growing  wrorfe,  fhe  applied  to  his  fon 
from  whom  fhe  received  no  benefit.  She 
afterwards  fhewed  the  part  to  feveral  emi¬ 
nent  furgeons,  who  all  advifed  her  to  do 
nothing  to  it,  except  to  keep  the  wound 
clean.  When  I  firft  faw  her,  the  appear¬ 
ances  were  as  follow.  One  large,  oblong, 
pale,  ill-conditioned,  doughy  wound  in  the  , 

middle. 
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middle,  extending  nearly  throughout  the 
whole  of  the  fear  formed  by  the  previous  ap¬ 
plication  of  Mr.  Guy’s  cauftic.  This  wound 
furrounded  by  feveral  fmaller,  feme  near, 
fome  at  a  diftance  from  the  larger  one,  and 

all  difeharging  an  ichorous  acrimonious  fluid, 

• 

which  frequently  inflamed  and  excoriated 

•  V  ^ 

the  parts  on  which  it  fell,  and  thus  produced 

other  wounds.  The  edges  of  the  wounds 

were  tucked  in,  and  thofe  of  the  large  one  in 

particular,  extremely  indurated.  From  the 

mo  ft  external  border  of  the  large  wound  there 

arofe  a  kind  of  cord  of  confiderable  hardnefs 
.  •  .  .  -  / 

and  bulk,  which  extended  quite  into  the  arm- 

pit,  occafioned  pain  and  fometimes  a  degree 
of  fvvelling  in  the  arm  on  that  fide,'  and  ren¬ 
dered  the  operation  impracticable.  Mr. 
Faiwafter,  furgeon  and  apothecary  at  Maid¬ 
enhead,  and  Mr.  Yateman,  apothecary  in 
Percy-ftreet,  Rath  bone*  place,  were  both  wit- 
nefles  of  the  cafe  and  the  refult  of  it. 

B  3 
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This  I  confidered  as  a  fair  cafe  to  make 
trial  of  the  hemlock  bath,  which  I  was  in¬ 
duced  to  do  from  an  account  of  its  fuccefs  I 

had  met  with  fome  years  before  written  in 

¥ 

the.  German  language,  and  which  I  tranflated 
and  publifhed  in  London  a  fhort  time  after 
my  return  from  that  country.  I  had  already 
recommended  this  bath  to  fome  poor  perfons 
who  applied  to  me  in  the  courfe  of  a  few 
years  with  cancerous  complaints ;  but  though 
'  I  offered  them  to  defray  the  expences  of  the 
apparatus  and  the  plant  for  them,  yet  I  could 
induce  very  few  to  try  it ;  and  thofe  who  did 
ufe  it  two  or  three  times,  could  not  be  pre¬ 
vailed  upon  to  continue  it  long  enough  to 
find  any  effedt  from  it  5  alledging,  that  it  was 
a  method  too  troublefome  for  them  and  their 
families.  On  the  other  hand,  the  hemlock 
was  fallen  into  fuch  general  difcredit  among 
the  faculty  in  England,  and  they  were  fo 
particularly  prejudiced  againft  any  thing  that 
had  the  name  of  coming  from  Germany, 

that 
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that  I  could  not  prevail  upon  any  of  my  me¬ 
dical  friends  to  try  this  new  mode  of  intro¬ 
ducing  it  into  the  habit. 

I  refolved  however  not  to  propofe  this 
bath  to  my  patient  at  firft,  in  order  not  to 
alarm  her ;  but  to  give  a  fair  trial  to  the  in¬ 
ternal  ufe  of  the  extract  of  hemlock,  and  the 
external  application  of  the  plant  in  pultices 
and  fomentations.  She  perfifted  for  a  long 
time,  and  the  dofe  of  the  extradl  was  gra¬ 
dually  increafed  as  far  as  it  could  be  borne, 
but  without  any  vifible  effeft,  except  a  trif¬ 
ling  alteration  for  the  better  upon  the  firft 
trial  of  it,  or  upon  the  firft  varying  of  thefe 
applications  for  fome  other.  A  year  and  a 
half  or  more  pafled  away  in  this  manner, 
during  which  time  (he  tried  the  extract  of 
hemlock,  the  bark,  the  fublimate,  the  carrot 
pultice,  and  many  other  things  without  ob¬ 
taining  any  relief.  On  the  contrary,  fhe  grew 
vifibly  worfe.  Long  continuance  of  excru¬ 
ciating  pain  had  reduced  her  to  an  extreme 

) 
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degree  of  weaknefs  and  emaciation.  Her 
countenance  was  become  quite  livid.  The 
difeafe  was  much  advanced  in  its  progrefs, 
both  with  refpect  to  the  number  and  condi¬ 
tion  of  the  fores,  and  the  extent  and  frze  of 
the  indurations.  Such  in  a  word  v.?as  her 
{late  in  the  month  of  December,  1771,  that 
her  family  juflly  apprehended  it  w'ould  not 
be  long  before  they  (lion Id  be  deprived  of  a 
valuable  relation  and  friend. 

I  bad  frequently  taken  the  opportunity  of 
endeavouring  to  periuade  my  patient  to  try 
the  hemlock  bath,  but  all  my  -expoftulations 
to  this  purpofe  were  unavailing  ;  fo  that 
chagrined  at  the  inefficacy  of  all  the  methods 
purfued,  I  had  lately  been  revolving  in  my 
mind  a  defign  of  trying  the  outward  applica¬ 
tion  of  fait  ammoniac,  which  I  had  always 
confidered  as  a  fnbflance  of  powerful  refo- 
lutive  properties,  and  of  courfe  as  a  very  ufe- 
ful  topic  in  all  indurations.  I  could  not 
however  readily  determine  upon  the  mode 

of 
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of  ufing  it  in  thefe  cafes,  and  in  this  dilem¬ 
ma  communicated  my  ideas  to  Doctor  Mor¬ 
ris,  in  hopes  that  his  well-known  abilities  in 
chymiliry  might  affifb  me  in  fettling  this 
point.  Upon  my  mentioning  the  fait  ammo¬ 
niac  to  him,  he  informed  me  that  there  was 
an  account  juft  pubiifhed  in  one  of  the  Ger¬ 
man  Ephemeri  les,  of  a  chymical  prepara¬ 
tion,  ufed  with  fuccefs  in  cancerous  cafes,  in 
which  that  medicine  was  a  principal  ingre¬ 
dient.  I  procured  the  account,  and  found 
that  the  medicine  was  a  tincture  of  equal 
parts  of  fait  ammoniac  and  iron  in  redtified 
fpkit  of  wine,  with  the  addition  of  oil  of 
vitriol,  and  oil  of  tartar,  and  directions  were 
given  for  applying  it.  The  exadt  mode  of 
preparing  it  fhall  be  mentioned  at  the  end 
of  this  fedtion.  At  prefen t  let  it  fuftice  to  fay, 
that  I  refolved  to  try  it,  and  accordingly  de- 
fired  the  favour  of  Dodtor  Morris  to  prepare 
it  for  me. 


The 
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The  liquid  being  ready,  I  began  ufmg  it, 
as  direded,  in  the  following  manner.  I 
dipped  a  fmall  pencil  bruffi  into  it,  and 
fmearea  all  the  edges  of  the  fores,  and  every 
part  that  was  indurated  with  it,  taking  all 
poffible  care  that  the  liquid  fliould  not  run 
down  into  the  ulcers  themfelves.  The  part 
befmeared  was  then  fuffered  to  dry;  the 
wounds  were  covered  with  dry  lint,  and 
the  edges  with  the  fame.  It  being  fcarce 
poffible  to  prevent  fome  of  the  liquid,  which 
was  extremely  fharp,  from  infinuating  itfelf 
into  the  fores,  there  was  generally  a  degree 
of  fmart  accompanying  the  dreffing,  but  this 
foon  fubfided.  My  patient  was  directed  to 
repeat  this  application  of  the  liquid  to  the 
edges,  and  to  all  the  indurated  parts  two  or 
three  times  a  day,  or  as  often  as  fhe  could 
bear  it.  Finding  in  a  little  while  that  there 
was  a  vifible  alteration  for  the  better,  I  ven¬ 
tured  to  ufe  the  liquid  more  freely,  and  after 
having  fmeared  all  the  indurated  parts  as  be¬ 
fore, 


[  II  ] 

fore,  dipt  in  it  fome  pieces  of  lint  or  rag  doub¬ 
led,  and  layed  them  wet  all  over  the  edges 
and  indurations.  By  this  contrivance  the 
liquid  remained  adive  upon  the  parts  for  a 

much  more  confiderable  fpace  of  time,  and 

* 

the  patient  had  nothing  more  to  do,  than 
with  the  pencil  brufli  to  foak  the  lint  again 
as  often  as  it  became  dry,  or  as  fhe  could 
fnpport  the  fmart.  When  it  appeared  that 
the  liquid  produced  an  alteration  in  the  edges 

t 

and  indurated  parts,  I  refolved  to  wafh  the 
ulcers  themfelves  with  it,  lowering  it  for  this 
purpofe  with  water,  and  trying  the  mixture 
upon  my  tongue,  kill  I  judged  that  it  was 
fufficiently  mild.  When  it  happened  that 
the  edges  were  inflamed  or  excoriated  by  the 
frequent  ufe  of  this  fharp  liquid,  it  was  fuf- 
pended  kill  they  were  recovered,  which  they 
generally  were  in  four  and  twenty  hours. 
In  this  manner  I  proceeded  for  about  three 
months,  at  the  expiration  of  which  time  the 
pain  of  the  difeafe  was  efs,  the  edges  and 

indurations 
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indurations  began  to  foften,  and  the  difcharge 
from  the  fores  was  ameliorated. 

Notwithftanding  thefe  favourable  appear¬ 
ances,  I  obferved  with  much  chagrin,  that 
although  my  patient  being  freer  from  pain, 
was  rather  better  in  health,  than  when  this 
procefs  was  fird  entered  upon,  yet  the 
amendment  in  this  particular  was  not  nearly 
fo  evident  as  in  the  others.  This  was  a  ma¬ 
terial  circum fiance  to  attend  to.  But  in  what 
manner  was  this  amendment  to  be  brought 
about  ?  All  the  ordinary  remedies  given  as 
alteratives,  or  with  an  intent  to  redore  the 
exhaufted  ftrength  of  the  body,  had  been 
already  admin iftered  in  vain.  Reflecting 
then  upon  the  good  effedts  produced  by  the 
liquid  applied  externally,  it  feemed  probable 
to  me,  that  a  medicine  of  a  flmilar  nature 
might  be  given  internally  with  fome  profpedt 

►  I  ..  V 

of  fuccefs.  The  flores  martiales  occurred  as 
the  preparation  the  neared  to  it,  and  I  was 
the  more  induced  to  try  it  in  this  indance 

from 
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from  confidering  the  invigorating  power  of 
the  iron  contained  in  it.  Accordingly,  it  was 
made  up  into  pills  with  a  folution  of  gum 
arabic,  each  pill  containing  three  grains  of 
the  medicine,  of  which  the  patient  took  at 
firft  two  in  the  day.  Five  grains  of  the  flores 
martiales  were  foon  after  put  into  each  pill, 
and  the  dofe  gradually  increafed,  till  twelve 
of  thel’e  laft  pills  were  taken  in  the  coui  fe  of 
the  day.  When  this  method  had  been  con¬ 
tinued  fix  weeks,  my  patient’s  health  was 
vifibly  mended,  her  complexion  cleared, 
and  her  ftrength  much  recovered.  Encou¬ 
raged  by  thefe  promifing  appearances,  and 
finding  that  the  medicine  did  not  difagree, 
the  dofe  of  the  martial  flowers  was  increafed 
to  ten  grains  in  each  pill,  of  which  pills 
from  twelve  to  twenty  were  taken  in  the  day. 
The  only  inconvenience  ever  experienced 
from  this,  was,  a  little  ficknefs  at  ftotnach 
now  and  then,  which  was  eafiiy  removed  by 
a  tea  fpoonful  of  brandy,  or  feme  warm 
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wine,  and  which  might  perhaps  be  as  much 
owen  to  the  fw  alio  wing  of  a  number  of  pills 
in  the  day,  as  to  any  effect  of  the  medicine. 
It  is  to  be  obferved,  that  upon  an  average  my 
patient  may  be  faid  to  have  taken  between 
two  and  three  drachms  of  the  martial  flowers 
every  day,  for  a  long  continuance,  without 
inconvenience.  A  few  of  my  cancerous  pa¬ 
tients  have  fince  taken  from  three  drachms  to 
half  an  ounce  of  the  fame  medicine  in  the 
fame  fpace  of  time,  and  likewife  without  in¬ 
convenience  ;  though  it  mu  ft  be  acknow¬ 
ledged,  that  this  medicine,  as  well  as  others, 
can  be  borne  in  much  larger  quantities  by 
fome  flomachs  than  others :  fo  that  upon 
the  whole,  whether  the  pills  are  made  with 
five  or  ten  grains  of  the  medicine,  it  may  be 
as  well  to  reftrain  the  dofe  to  about  two 
drachms  in  the  day,  which  from  experience 
I  am  inclined  to  think,  will  not  difagree  with 
any  patient.  And  even  this,  is  an  alm.oft  in¬ 
credible 
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credible  dofe,  when  we  confider  how  feldom 
this  medicine  has  been  prefcribed,  and  when 
it  has,  how  fparingly. 

In  the  courfe  of  this  work,  we  fhall  have 
occafion  to  obferve  the  utility  of  this  enlarged 
dofe  of  the  martial  flowers,  in  a  difeafe  very 
common  among  women,  which  frequently 
baffles  all  the  fkill  of  the  phyfician,  and 
which  has  been  generally  confidered  as  one 
of  the  principal  caufes  of  fterility. 

In  three  or  four  months  after  the  giving  of 
this  medicine,  that  is  about  feven  months 
after  the  firft  application  of  the  liquid,  my 
patient  was  fo  much  mended  in  every  refpe<S, 
that  I  began  to  entertain  hopes  of  effedting 
a  complete  cure.  The  internal  ufe  of  this 
invigorating  medicine  had  fo  far  reftored  her 
health,  that  fhe  appeared  like  a  new  crea¬ 
ture.  The  pain  of  the  difeafe  was  almofl: 
entirely  fubdued,  the  indurations  were  all  of 
them  confiderably  foftened,  and  in  fome 

places 


. 
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places  totally  refolved.  The  cord  under  the 
arm- pit  was  much  leflened.  The  large 
wound  was  contracted,  and  feme  of  the  fmall 

ones,  clofed :  the  difeharge  from  them  was 

% 

generally  good.. 

But  the  appearance  of  the  fores  was  Dill 
not  fo  fatisfactory  to  me,  as  the  changes 
produced  in  other  circumftances ;  and  I  foon 

> 

grew  fenfible  that  there  wanted  fome  other 
application  to  them.  Though  fome  of  the 
fmall  wounds  were  healed,  yet  they  broke 
A'-**  *  *  *out  again,  and  this  frefh  ulceration  was  al¬ 
ways  attended  with  pain,  and  brought  on  at 
DrD  an  ichorous  and  acrimonious  difeharge. 
The  fores  in  general  were  now  tolerably 
clear  and  free  from  Doughs,  but  the  furface 
of  them  was  rather  reticulated  than  granu¬ 
lating  ;  and  when  touched  ever  fo  Dightly, 
their  fenfihility  was  fo  exquifite,  that  it  was 
evident  they  were  Dill  in  a  fungous  or  can¬ 
cerous  Date,  and  not  yet  difoofed  to  heal  pro¬ 
perly. 


T 
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perly  *.  The  common  cauffics  had  fearce 
any  effedt  upon  them  ;  neither  did  there  ap¬ 
pear  any  permanent  advantage  from  touch¬ 
ing  them  occafionally  with  the  liquid  un¬ 
mixed  with  water.  Encouraged  however 
by  the  progrefs  already  made,  and  unwill¬ 
ing  to  have  fuch  fair  profpe&s  blafied,  I  re~ 
folved  to  try  the  effedt  of  arfenic  applied  to 
the  fores.  I  was  aware  that  the  fatal  fymp- 
toms  brought  on  by  an  indifcreet  ufe  of 
this  medicine,  had  induced  many  eminent 
and  learned  men  to  reprobate  it  entirely; 
while  others,  it  muft  be  acknowledged,  of 
equal  repute,  affirmed,  that  it  was  of  infinite 

C  fervlce 

*  I  have  frequently  obferved  that  this  appearance  of 
net-work  upon  the  furface  of  any  fore,  argued  an  un¬ 
common  degree  of  ferifibility.  Perhaps  this  may  be 
owen  to  the  denudation  of  fome  fmall  nefvous  fila¬ 
ments,  and  their  being  affe&ed  by  the  acrimony  of 
the  difcbarge.  The  balfamic  quality  of  good  pus 
from  a  fair  wound,  may  poffibly  fheath  thefe  fila¬ 
ments,  and  contribute  to  remove  this  extreme  fore- 

i 

nefs,  which  is  known  always  to  be  an  indication  of 
the  fungous  or  morbid  ffate  of  a  wound. 
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fervice  in  cancerous  aftedions.  Seniible  at 

S',  J  v  ■  *  " '  1 

the  fame  time  that  this  application  would 
neceflarily  occafion  pain,  it  was  my  delire 
to  find  out  the  leaft  painful  method  of  ufing 
it.  In  this  view,  it  occurred  to  me  that  if  it 
were  poflible  to  make  a  preparation  of  it, 
that  fhould  ad  immediately  upon  touching 
the  fore  as  the  lunar  cauftic  does,  that  the 
pain  however  fharp  at  firft  would  not  be  of 
long  duration  This  idea  was  commu¬ 
nicated  to  Dodor  Morris,  who  was  defired, 
if  poflible,  to  make  fuch  a  preparation.  The 
Dodor  told  me  he  had  a  preparation  of 
arfenic  by  him,  the  effed  of  which  he  could 

not 


*  I  was  miftaking  in  this,  for  I  have  fince  had 
fuch  a  preparation  made,  and  am  convinced  by  ex¬ 
perience  that  it  cannot  be  ufed.  The  action  of  the 
arfenical  falts  is  naturally  very  painful,  though  flow  ; 
but  when  they  are  exalted  to  their  higheft  degree  of 
activity,  the  pain  they  give  only  by  a  momentary 
touch  is  totally  infupportable.  They  are  worfe  than 
actual  cautery,  inafmuch  as  they  fecm  to  be  equally 
acute  at  the  inftant,  and  that  the  pain  continues  in 
all  its  firft  violence  long  after  their  adion  has  ceafed. 


V 
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not  take  upon  him  to  afcertain,  but  believed, 
that  it  would  be  milder  than  the  crude  mi¬ 
neral.  It  confided  of  equal  parts  of  arfenic, 
copper,  tin  and  mercury,  diddled  in  fpirit  of 
wine,  and  afterwards  in  oil  of  vitriol.  As  it 
was  agreed  between  us,  that  the  adtion  of 
the  arfenical  fait  would  rather  be  lowered 
than  exalted  by  this  combination  and  procefs, 
I  determined  to  try  this  preparation.  Though 
I  had  gathered  from  reading,  as  well  as  ge¬ 
neral  report,  that  the  arfenic  mud  have  been 
ufed  externally  in  pretty  confiderable  quan¬ 
tities  for  the  cure  of  cancerous  complaints, 
and  that  with  fuccefs,  yet  I  was  refolved  to 
proceed  with  all  poflible  caution  in  my  trial 

of  a  medicine,  of  the  effects  of  which  I  had 
not  yet  been  an  eye-witnefs.  I  therefore 
reduced  the  mafs  Dodtor  Morris  gave  me 
into  impalpable  powder,  took  as  final!  a  par¬ 
ticle  of  it  as  I  could  pofllbly  feparate,  and 

laid  it  on  the  middle  of  one  of  the  fmalled 

• 

fores,  the  fize  of  which  did  not  exceed  that 

C  2  cf 
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of  a  fix-pence.  I  ftaid  with  my  patient  a 
confiderable  time  to  watch  the  effedt  of  this 
firft  trial,  and  returned  in  the  evening  to  in¬ 
quire  what  degree  of  pain  fhe  had  felt,  in¬ 
tending,  if  it  had  been  violent,  or  ftill  con- 

<• 

tinued,  to  prefcribe  her  fome  opiate  to  ap- 
peafe  it.  But  although  fhe  had  fel&the  ac¬ 
tion  of  the  medicine,  yet  the  portion  of  it  was 
fo  fmall,  that  the  pain  had  been  very  tolera¬ 
ble.  When  the  part  was  drefled  next  day, 
it  appeared,  that  an  efchar  was  produced, 
which  had  extended  itfelf  beyond  the  point 
where  the  powder  had  been  applied.  In 
order  to  afcertain  the  effedt  of  this  topic,  it 
was  neceffary,  that  the  efchar  (hould  be  made 
to  fpread  quite  over  the  furface  of  the  fore, 
and  therefore  I  contrived  to  bring  this  about 
gradually,  by  a  repeated  application  of  the 
powder  in  fmall  quantities,  fometimes  with 
more,  fometimes  with  lefs  pain.  It  was  my 
wifh  to  obferve  what  alteration  would  be 
made  upon  this  little  fore,  after  the  fepara- 


tion 
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tion  of  the  efchar,  before  the  powder  were 
applied  to  the  other  ulcers,  that  my  patient 
might  be  preferved  from  any  further  unne- 
ceffary  pain,  if  it  (hould  be  found  not  to  fuc- 
ceed  in  this  firft  trial.  The  experiment  was 
carried  on  fo  flowly  and  with  fo  much  cau¬ 
tion,  that  a  few  days  elapfed,  before  the  ef¬ 
char  had  pervaded  the  whole  furface  of  the 
fore.  It  was  foon  thrown  off,  not  being 
deep,  and  in  a  few  days  after  this,  I  had  the 
fatisfadtion  to  find  the  little  ulcer  perfectly 
cicatrized.  In  the  mean  while  it  was  ob- 
ferved  with  pleafure  that  the  cafe  continued 
mending  in  every  other  particular.  This 
courfe  was  therefore  ftedfaftly  perfevered  in  j 
the  liquid  was  ufed  outwardly  to  all  the  in¬ 
durated  parts,  the  martial  flowers  were  taken 
inwardly  in  as  large  a  dofe  as  they  could  be 
borne,  and  the  arfenical  powder  was  applied 
at  different  intervals  to  all  the  fores,  in 
greater  or  lefs  quantity,  as  it  was  judged 
neceflary  to  make  the  efchar  more  or  lefs 

C  3  deep. 
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deep.  Some  of  the  ulcers  were  very  obfti- 
nate,  and  it  became  neceflary  to  renew  the 
application  of  the  powder  to  them,  after  the 
feparation  of  the  firft,  fometimes  of  the  fe- 
cond,  and  even  of  the  third  efehar.  It  may 
be  prefumed  that  the  patient  underwent  a 
great  deal  of  pain  in  the  courfe  of  this  treat¬ 
ment.  It  muft  be  owned  fhe  did  ;  and  my 
attention  was  chiefly  engaged  in  devifing  me¬ 
thods  to  give  the  lead  pain  it  was  poffible  to 
give,  and  to  alleviate  it  whenever  it  rofe  to 
any  degree  of  violence.  This  did  not  hap¬ 
pen  often,  and  when  it  did,  it  was  found, 
that  the  external  application  of  an  anodine 
fomentation  compofed  of  twelve  poppy  heads 
bruifed,  and  boiled  in  little  more  than  a 
quart  of  water,  till  reduced  to  a  quart,  was 
much  more  effectual  than  the  internal  ufe  of 
opium,  which  at  the  fame  time  however  was 
not  negledled.  The  warm  bath  proved  alfo 
of  great  fervice  in  this  particular.  By  thus 
fledfaftly  perfevering,  fuccefs  was  at  length 

obtained. 
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obtained,  and  in  the  month  of  March,  1773, 
about  fifteen  months  after  the  firft  applica¬ 
tion  of  the  liquid,  the  wound  was  compleatly 
cicatrized.  The  fchirrhous  parcel  under  the 
arm-pit  was  diffolved,  and  that  in  the  literal 
fenfe  of  the  word,  for  no  wound  had  been 
made  upon  it,  no  cauftic  applied  to  it,  and 
there  retnained  only  a  flender  cord  like  a  thin 
piece  of  packthread,  which  feemed  but  to 
indicate  where  the  great  hardnefs  had  been. 
The  indurated  edges  were  alfo  entirely  foft- 
ened,  except  the  anterior  edge  of  the  fore 
next  the  fternum,  where  there^was  ftill  a 
knob  about  the  bignefs  of  a  large  pea.  My  pa¬ 
tient  felt  not  the  lead:  pain,  and  had  not  felt 
any  for  fome  time  paft ;  and  her  health  was 
fo  perfectly  reftored,  that  {he  now  appeared 
feveral  years  younger  than  floe  had  done  in 
the  year  1771.  I  would  fain  have  perfuad- 
ed  her  to  fuffer  me  to  make  a  little  wound 
upon  the  knob  flill  confpicuous  at  the  ante¬ 
rior  edge  of  the  fore,  in  order  to  deflroy  it  by 

C  4  the 
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the  arfenical  powder,  but  the  fatisfa&ion  of 
finding  herfelf  in  a  perfect  date  of  health, 
after  having  languifhed  fo  long  under  fuch 
a  painful  diftemper,  and  the  dread  of  renew¬ 
ing  her  former  pain,  prevented  her  from  con- 
fenting  to  this  propofal.  She  was  then  ad- 
yifed  to  continue  the  application  of  the  li¬ 
quid  to  the  line  under  the  arm-pit,  and  to 
the  little  knob  aforementioned;  upon  a  pre¬ 
emption  that  in  time  thefe  remains  of  the 
difeafe,  if  they  could  be  called  fo,  would  be 
removed  by  this  precaution ;  but  fhe  was  fo 
perfectly  fatished  with  her  prefent  ftate,  that 
even  in  this  particular  fhe  neglected  to  follow 
my  advice.  About  fix  months  after  thp 
healing  of  the  wound,  fhe  fent  for  me,  having 
fcratched  the  cicatrix  with  a  pin.  The 
fcratch  bled  a  little,  and  was  about  two  in¬ 
ches  in  length.  She  was  exceedingly  alarm¬ 
ed  left  this  unfortunate  accident  might  de¬ 
ft  roy  the  happy  effedt  that  had  been  produced 

with  fo  much  difficulty.  Upon  examining 

**  ■  .  ‘  v 
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the  part  with  attention,  it  appeared  however 
that  the  fmall  line  remaining  under  the  arm- 
pit  at  the  period  of  the  healing  of  the  wound, 
though  nothing  had  been  done  to  it,  was 

now  entirely  diffolved,  fo  that  there  was  not 

/  \ 

the  leaft  trace  of  the  large  induration  that 
has  been  defcribed  in  this  part,  and  it 
was  even  impoffible  to  diftinguifh  where  it 
had  formerly  been.  My  patient  was  defired 
to  take  notice  of  this  favourable  circumflance, 
which  contributed  to  quiet  her  fears,  and  to 
convince  her  that  the  difeafe  was  now  fo  ef¬ 
fectually  fubdued,  that  the  little  accident 

i 

would  not  be  attended  with  any  confequen- 
ces.  No  other  application  was  made  to  the 
fcratch,  than  fome  white  cerate  fpread  as 
thinly  as  poffible  upon  lint  5  with  which  we 
had  the  fatisfaction  to  find  that  it  healed  in  a 

■  >  1  , 

few  days. 

Such  was  the  cafe  and  the  event  of  it,  upon 

which  my  hopes  of  having  difcovered  a  me- 

<  -  < 

thod 
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thod  of  curing  cancerous  affections,  were 
fir  ft  founded. 

Many  of  my  brethren  in  the  profeffion  faw 
this  cafe,  and  although  their  unanimous  opi¬ 
nion  was,  that  it  was  a  very  extraordinary 
one;  yet  the  knob  remaining  at  the  anterior 
edge  of  the  fore,  made  them  conclude  in 
general  that  the  virus  was  not  totally  eradi¬ 
cated.  Dodtor  Wathen’s  expreffion  after 
having  feen  it  in  the  year  1776,  above  three 
years  after  the  healing  of  the  wound,  occurs 
particularly  to  me.  He  faid,  it  was  all  but 
cured ;  but  fo  well  fatisfied  was  he  of  the 
benefit  received,  that  he  defired  a  lady  who 
had  come  from  the  country  to  confult  him 
in  a  fimilar  complaint,  to  put  herfelf  under 
my  care.  I  fhall  not  enter  into  a  dilcuffion 
of  this  opinion  that  the  cure  was  not  com¬ 
pleted,  though  contrary  to  mine,  but  fhall 
ftate  fadts  as  they  happened,  and  leave  my 
readers  to  form  their  own  conclufions.  It 
muft  only  be  obferved,  that  from  the  time  of 

the 
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the  wound  being  healed,  till  the  middle  of 
the  year  1777,  that  is,  near  four  years  and 
a  half,  my  patient  remained  free  from  any 
kind  of  complaint  in  the  breaft,  except  a 
fcab  which  now  and  then  formed  on  this 
knob,  and  fell  off  of  itfelf.  In  other  refpedts 
fhe  was  perfectly  well,  had  not  any  excoria¬ 
tion  or  difchsrge  from  the  part,  and  felt  not 
the  lead  pain  :  her  health  too  continued 

N 

firmly  eftablifhed. 

About  Whitfuntide,  177 7,  as  fhe  was 
going  into  a  (hip’s  boat,  the  board  being 
wet,  her  foot  flipped,  and  her  fon,  who  held 
her  under  the  arm,  railing  her  up  and  ex¬ 
tending  it  fuddenly,  to  fave  her,  ihe  imme¬ 
diately  felt  great  pain  on  the  fear  of  the 
breaft.  A  few  days  after  this  the  fear  broke 
out,  and  there  appeared  a  wound  about  an 
inch  in  length.  She  complained  of  a  good 
deal  of  pain  at  times,  but  her  health  was 
good,  great  part  of  the  cicatrix  remained 
entire,  and  there  was  not  yet  the  leaft  ap¬ 
pearance 
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pearance  of  that  hard  thick  cord  that  for¬ 
merly  extended  itfelf  towards  the  arm  pit. 
This  was  the  ftate  of  the  cafe  about  autumn, 
1777;  I  had  not  an  opportunity  of  attend¬ 
ing  it  after. 

The  fame  method  was 'afterwards  pur- 
fued  in  fome  of  the  other  cancerous  cafes, 
and  though  the  firft  changes  produced  were 
fatisfa&ory,  yet  the  event  did  not  turn  out  fo 
favourably.  This  led  me  to  recur  to  my 
former  refolution  of  trying  the  hemlock 
bath.  It  appeared  at  firft  that  this  bath 
kept  the  difeafe  under,  if  it  did  nothing 
more  ;  and  finding  that  it  was  attended  with 
no  ill  confequence,  the  quantity  of  the 
plant  ufed  in  each  bath  was  gradually  in- 
creafed  from  twelve,  to  twenty,  and  thirty, 
pounds  weight,  and  upwards.  This  quan¬ 
tity  was  always  regulated  by  the  feafon  of 
the  year  in  which  the  plant  was  gathered. 
If  it  was  in  its  full  vigour  it  was  not  ne- 
cefiary  to  ufe  more  than  twenty  or  thirty 
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pounds.  But  it  may  not  be  improper  to 
obferve  that,  when  I  was  obliged  to  employ 
the  dried  plant,  a  much  fmaller  quantity  of 
this  was  found  equivalent,  as  it  may  natu¬ 
rally  be  fuppofed,  to  a  much  greater  quan¬ 
tity  of  the  recent  herb. 

Some  of  the  firft  cafes  of  ulcerated  cancers 
in  which  I  had  an  opportunity  of  trying  the 
hemlock  bath  were  in  the  Weftminfter 
hofpital.  It  will  be  needlefs  to  tire  the  reader 
with  defcriptions  of  fimilar  cafes  -y  but  I  (hall 
principally  refer  to  two  of  thefe  patients,  be- 
caufe  they  lived  the  longed,  and  thereby 
enabled  me  more  particularly  to  note  the 
effe&s  of  the  method.  Thefe  two  cafes 
were  of  long  {landing,  the  patients  advanced 
in  years,  and  the  appearances  of  fuch  a 
nature,  as  not  to  afford  any  profpedt  of  fuc- 
cefs  from  the  ufe  of  the  knife.  In  both 
thefe  inftances  the  firft  effects  of  the  hemlock 
bath  ufed  with  a  large  quantity  of  the  plant 
were  the  fame.  A  high  fymptomatic  fever 

enfued, 
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enfued,  attended  with  rigors,  great  increafe 
of  pain,  and  every  fymptom  of  an  advanc¬ 
ing  fuppuration.  I  was  not  alarmed  by 
thefe  fymptoms,  and  endeavoured,  not  only 
to  quiet  the  apprehenfions  of  my  patients, 
but  alfo  to  mitigate  their  fufferings  as  much 
as  poffible.  In  a  fliort  time  the  fuppuration 
was  far  advanced,  and  affected  not  only  the 
ulcerations,  but  extended  alfp  to  every  part 
that  feemed  tainted  with  the  difeafe,  which 
foon  came  away  in  large  Houghs  accom¬ 
panied  with  a  great  abundance  of  matter. 
The  pain  my  patients  already  differed,  and 
the  extreme  fenfibility  of  the  parts,  hindered 
me  from  ufing  any  dreffmg  but  dry  lint  or 
foft  Goulard  cerate  to  the  edges;  for  to  fave 
the  fatigue  of  long  drefiing,  even  the  appli¬ 
cation  of  my  liquid  was  omitted.  To  fay 
the  truth,  I  flattered  myfelf,  from  all  the  ap¬ 
pearances,  that  niching  more  was  wanting 
than  a  little  attention  to  complete  the  cure. 
The  firfl  of  thefe  patients,  Elizabeth 

Williams, 
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Williams,  admitted  into  the  hofpital  on  the 
23d  of  September,  1773,  foon  recovered 
eafe  and  ftrength,  and  in  about  three  months 
from  her  admiffion,  the  ulcer  was  appa¬ 
rently  reduced  to  the  date  of  a  fimple  wound, 
which  every  one  imagined  as  well  as  I, 
would  heal  in  a  fhort  time.  She  ufed  to  rife 
and  walk  about  the  ward  in  perfedl  eafe,  and 
to  all  appearances,  in  perfect  health.  She 
was,  however,  fuddenly  feized  with  a  putrid 
fever  which  carried  her  oft  in  a  few  davs,  at 
the  end  of  about  four  months  from  her  fir  ft 
admiffion  into  the  hofpital.  All  I  dial!  cb- 
ferve  on  this  circumftance  is,  that  the  illnefs 
was  fudden  and  the  ifiue  of  it  fpeedy;  and 
that  during  the  little  time  it  lafted,  there  was 
no  pain  complained  of  in  the  breaft,  nor  was 
there  any  alteration  in  the  favourable  ap¬ 
pearance  of  the  fore  and  the  parts  furround¬ 
ing  it,  though  the  cicatrix  was  never  com¬ 
pletely  formed.  _ 

In 
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In  the  other  cafe,  which  was  that  of  Mary 
Randall,  a  woman  about  60  years  of  age, 
who  was  admitted  into  the  hofpital  on  the 
15th  of  December,  1773,  the  event  was  dif- 
ferent.  After  the  large  floughs  caufed  by 
the  fuppu ration  of  the  difeafed  parts  were 
feparated  by  the  ufe  of  the  hemlock  bath, 
which  happened  in  about  three  months, 
every  thing  went  on  well,  though  flowly, 
for  a  confiderable  time.  My  patient  en¬ 
joyed  eafe  and  health  for  about  fix  months. 
But  the  wound  never  healed  kindly,  and 
fome  difagreeable  appearances  began  to  (hew 
themfelves  both  in  the  fore  and  on  the 
edges.  I  was  convinced  by  other  experience 
that  the  efficacy  of  the  powder  in  the  firft 
cafe  had  been  owen  to  the  arfenic  it  con¬ 
tained,  and  as  the  other  ingredients  might 

\ 

poffibly  increafe  the  pain  without  adding  to 
the  effedl  of  the  application,  I  determined  to 

• 

fupprefs  them.  Here  I  fliall  take  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  returning  my  thanks  to  Mr.  Chefton, 

of 
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of  Gloucefter,  for  the  many  ufeful  hints  and 
communications  he  fupplied  me  with  in  the 
courfe  of  our  correfpondence  and  conven¬ 
tions,  refpedting  the  external  ufe  of  arfenic 
in  this  and  other  complaints  where  he  had 
tried  it  with  advantage.  He  advifed  me  to 
flux  arfenic  and  antimony  together,  either  in 
equal  parts  or  with  two  of  antimony  to  one 

of  arfenic,  in  the  view  by  this  combination  to 
moderate  the  effedt  of  the  arfenic  by  the 
fulphur  contained  in  the  antimony.  This 
lafl:  was  the  powder  ufed  in  this  cafe  with 
great  caution,  and  only  a  little  at  a  time, 
taking  care  to  ufe  my  liquid  to  all  the  edges 
and  neighbouring  parts,  wherever  frefh  in¬ 
durations  were  perceived  to  arife.  An 
equal,  and  even  a  larger  proportion  of  opium 
was  afterwards  added  to  this  powder,  by 
which  I  found  its  painful  effedt  much  di- 

minifhed.  All  my  endeavours,  however, 

•  * 

proved  fruitlefs,  the  patient's  pain  increafed, 

D  and 
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and  fhe  fell  a  victim  to  the  difeafe,  a  year 
after  her  admiffion  into  the  hofpital. 

Thus  I  continued  treating  many  cafes  of 
ulcerated  cancers  in  many  parts  of  the  body, 
varying  thefe  methods  according  to  the  dif¬ 
ferent  ftates  of  the  diforders,  and  what  ap¬ 
peared  to  me  to  be  the  conftitution  of  the 
feveral  patients,  and  with  various  fuccefs. 
Some  were  relieved  at  firft,  others  I  did 
little  or  no  fervice  to  •,  and  others  again  were 
nearly  cured  ;  the  prcgrefs  of  their  difeafes 
evidently  flopped,  their  lives  preferved  for  a 
confiderable  time  longer  than  in  all  human 
probability  they  would  have  been,  and  that 
too  with  tolerable  comfort  to  themfelves,  of 
which  there  are  feme  inflances  flill  living. 
But  I  never  fucceeded  in  healing  any  ulce¬ 
rated  cancer  befides  the  fir  ft  here  deferibed, 
by  thefe  methods  nor  others  which  fhall  be 
hereafter  mentioned  5  except  in  the  inftance 
of  one  other  cancer,  which  as  it  proceeded 
•from  another  difeafe,  and  was  treated  in  a 

different 
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different  manner,  (hall  be  introduced  at  the 
end  of  this  account  of  the  other  methods  I 
tried  for  the  cure  of  ulcerated  cancers,  which 
nre  the  only  objeft  of  this  part. 

Though  my  fir  ft  hopes  were  now  cruelly 
fruftrated  in  many  in  fiances,  yet  I  could 
not  but  be  convinced  from  the  refill t  of  all 
my  cafes,  that  fomething  more  had  been 
effected  by  thefe  methods,  than  had  been 
done  by  others,  and  as  arfenic  feemed  to  be 
the  beft  application  externally,  I  refolved, 
in  the  firft  obftinate  cafe,  to  try  it  internally. 
I  was  the  more  induced  to  this  from  know¬ 
ing  that  it  had  been  adminiftered  by  others,’ 

V 

and  from  an  account  recently  published,  in 
which  it  was  laid  that  this  medicine  had  been 
given  with  effedl  in  cancerous  complaints. 
I  determined,  however,  to  give  it  in  my  own 
way,  and  therefore  weighed  out  a  grain  of 
arfenic,  and  mixing  it  thoroughly  in  a  glafs 
mortar  with  a  fcruple  of  teftaceous  powder, 
made  it  up  into  a  mafs  of  pills,  with  a  fmall 

D  2  quantity 
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quantity  of  fyrop.  This  was  divided  into 
fixteen  pills,  made  exa&ly  equal,  by  care¬ 
fully  weighing  them  feparately  one  againft 
the  other,  Thefe  pills  were  always  prepared 
by  myfelf. 

On  the  5th  of  O&cber,  1774,  Ann 
Bond  applied  to  me  with  a  cancerous  ulcer 
on  the  right  fide  of  the  tongue  about  the 
fize  of  a  crown  piece,  furrounded  with  in¬ 
durations,  and  very  painful.  She  came  into 
the  hofpital  on  the  1 8th  of  January,  1775. 
She  was  at  firft  put  into  the  hemlock  bath, 
the  flores  martiales  were  adminiftred  inter¬ 
nally,  and  the  ulcer  was  fmeared  with  a 
mixture  containing  one  drachm  of  fpirit  of 
fait,  five  grains  of  arfenic,  and  twenty  of 
opium,  with  a  fufficient  quantity  of  teftace- 
ous  powder  to  make  the  whole  into  a  con¬ 
fidence  fomewhat  like  that  of  mel  aegyptia- 
cum,  a  portion  of  which  was  likewife  fome- 
times  added  to  this  mixture ;  and  whenever 
any  reparation  was  likely  to  take  place  from 

the 
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the  adtion  of  the  arfenic  and  fpirit  of  fait, 
the  ufe  of  the  mixture  was  fufpended,  and 
the  mel  asgyptiacum  ufed  alone.  Sometimes 
the  fore  was  merely  wafhed  with  my  liquid. 
When  the  mixture  was  ufed,  the  patient 
was  directed  to  take  particular  care  not  to 
fwallow  any  of  her  faliva  for  feveral  hours 
after,  and  to  wafh  the  mouth  with  fome  of 
my  liquid,  lowered  with  water,  before  (he 
fwallowed  her  faliva,  or  took  any  food.  The 
corrofive  fublimate  was  foon  after  fubftituted 
to  the  martial  flowers,  as^being  judged  from 
Dodtcr  Akenfide’s  obfervations  to  be  a  medi¬ 
cine  better  adapted  to  this  cafe.  With  this 
medicine  internally,  and  the  fore-mentioned 
applications  externally,  fome  advantages 
were  gained  ;  but  the  diforder  ftill  proving 
obftinate,  I  refolved  at  length  to  give  the 
arfenic  internally,  beginning  with  the  fix- 
teenth  part  of  a  grain  everyday,  and  gradu¬ 
ally  and  carefully  increafing  the  dole  till  my 
patient  took  a  grain  in  the  day.  This  patient 

D  3  could 
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could  not  bear  much  more  than  this  quantity, 
for  when  fhe  had  taken  a  grain  and  a  half 
for  a  few  days,  (lie  was  feized  with  tremors 
of  the  limbs.  But  another  patient  I  had  at 
the  fame  time  with  a  cancer  in  his  face,  who 
was  a  remarkably  firong  man,  took  two 
grains  of  it  daily  without  finding  any  incon¬ 
venience  from  it.  From  the  time  of  my 
ufing  this  medicine  the  appearances  grew  fo 
favourable  that  I  was  in  great  hopes  of  com¬ 
pleting  the  cure,  and  many  other  furgeons 
who  faw  the  cafe  with  me,  and  had  feen  it 
in  its  worfl  ftate,  were  of  the  fame  opinion. 
But  the  obftinacy  of  the  difeafe  made  me 
judge  it  necefiary  to  increafe  thedofe  of  arfe- 
nic,  if  my  patient  could  bear  it,  and  there¬ 
fore  I  fufed  it  with  four  times  its  weight  of 
fulphur,  with  the  view  of  tempering  the  vio¬ 
lence  of  its  adlion.  I  began  with  the  fame 
quantity  mixed  with  fulphur  that  my  patient 
had  been  ufed  to  take  by  itfelf,  that  is,  a  grain 
of  arfenic  in  the  d  ay  5  and  foon  found  that  I  could 

ufe 
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ufe  it  much  more  liberally  in  this  way  than 
before.  For  fhe  foon  took  four  and  five  grains 
of  the  mineral  every  day  in  this  combination 
with  fulphur,  with  lefs  inconvenience  than 
file  took  one  grain  and  a  quarter  of  the  arfe- 
nic  alone.  But  if  the  violence  of  this  medi¬ 
cine  was  diminiffied  by  this  combination,  it 
foon  became  evident  that  its  efficacy  was 
likewife  decreafed  by  it  5  for  the  diforder  leiz- 
ing  the  tonfils  and  other  glands  about  the 
neck  and  throat,  the  patient  died  in  about  ten 
months  from  her  ad  million  into  the  hofpitah 
This  and  the  other  cafe  of  a  cancer  in  the 
face,  were  the  only  two  cafes  in  which  a  fair 
trial  was  given  to  the  internal  ufe  of  the  arfe- 
nic.  Encouraged  by  the  fair  profpedts  thefe 
trials  afforded  me  at  fir  ft,  I  had  begun  to 

*  O 

s 

give  it  to  two  other  patients.  But  as  the 

.  1  *  i  %  t  J  J 4  •  ’  -  -*  .  '  V  '  ' 

hopes  I  had  entertained  of  its  efficacy  in  the 
two  firfl:  inftances  were  afterwards  difap- 
pointed ;  and  that,  however,  promifing  the 
internal  ufe  of  the  arfenic  might  appear  to  me 
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in  thefe  complaints,  it  ftill  Teemed  imprac¬ 
ticable  to  give  it  in  fiich  dofes  as  to  infure 
fuccefs,  I  thought  myfelf  not  justified  in  con¬ 
tinuing  or  repeating  the  trial.  I  therefore 
would  not  fuffer  my  other  patients  who  had 

begun,  to  continue  taking  it;  and  from  that 

\ 

time  never  prefcribed  any  arfenic  internally, 
judging  that  the  advantages  arifing  from  it 
were  not  fufficient  to  compenfate  the  rifque. 
The  afcertaining  of  this  point  appears  to  me 
to  be  a  very  effential,  and,  indeed,  a  very 
neceffary  circumftance,  for  if,  from  the 
boldnefs  of  fome  publications  on  the  fubjeft, 
others  fliould  be  tempted,  as  I  was,  to  make 
the  experiment,  in  hopes  of  contributing  to 
the  relief  of  mankind  in  thefe  terrible  cafes, 
they  will  probably  be  deterred  from  it  by  this 
fair  expofition  of  the  matter.  At  the  fame 
time  I  am  inclined  ftill  to  think,  from  all  the 
pbfervations  I  have  been  able  to  make,  that 
arfenic  is  really  the  true  antidote  againft  this 
difeafe ;  but  as  its  internal  ufe  is  attended 

with 
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with  great  danger,  and  that  every  attempt 
to  corredt  its  noxious  qualities,  feems  to  leffen 
its  efficacy,  it  is  not  probable  that  it  can  ever 
be  given  fo  as  to  produce  a  complete  cure. 

The  other  cafe  of  a  cancer  in  the  face  al¬ 
luded  to  above,  in  which  a  fair  trial  was 
given  to  the  internal  ufe  of  the  arfenic,  was 
that  of  Mr.  Champnefs,  a  man  of  the  moft 
vigorous  conflitution  I  ever  knew.  He  was 
67  years  of  age  when  he  applied  to  me,  in 
Augufl,  1773,  and  his  complaint  had  then 
been  of  eight  years  (landing.  He  had  been 
for  two  years  under  the  care  of  a  fkilful  and 
eminent  furgeon  in  this  town,  who,  as  he 
informed  me  himfelf,  had  very  humanely 
taken  a  great  deal  of  pains  to  do  him  fervice, 
though  his  attempts  had  not  been  attended 
with  fuccefs :  for  the  patient  allured  me  that 
the  difeafe  had  been  conftantly  incrcafing 
fince  that  time,  and  that  its  progrefs  had 
been  very  rapid  for  the  laft  fortnight  be¬ 
fore  he  addreffed  himfelf  to  me.  When  I 
faw  him  firft,  all  that  part  of  the  face  be¬ 
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tween  the  edge  of  the  os  mate  and  the 
ala  of  the  nofe  on  the  left  fide  was  eaten 
away.  The  lower  part  of  the  ala  of  the 
left  noftrii  was  quite  corroded,  the  lip  fe- 
parated  from  its  adhefion  to  the  gum,  and 
almofi  defiroyed  on  the  left  fide.  The  fmall 
remaining  part  of  the  lip  on  this  fide  was 
very  hard,  and  the  induration  extended  to 
the  right  fide  and  up  the  right  noftrii.  This 
patient,  as  I  before  obferved,  being  of  a  re¬ 
markably  ftrong  habit  of  body,  1  had  an  op¬ 
portunity  of  giving  the  arfenic  its  full  trial 
with  him,  both  externally  and  internally, 
and  with  fuch  appearance  of  fuccefs,  that  in 

the  beginning  of  the  year  1775,  all  the  fores 

✓ 

had  healed  except  one,  and  that  was  in  fo 
favourable  a  ftate,  and  my  patient  fo  free 

1 

from  pain,  that  I  had  fcarce  a  doubt  of  com¬ 
pleting  the  matter,  and,  indeed,  told  the 
gentleman  who  had  before  attended  him  of 
this  expectation.  But  my  hopes  were  again 
difappointed.  The  wound  was  never  com¬ 
pletely  healed*  and  though  the  diforder  re¬ 
mained 
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mained  very  tolerable,  and  was  kept  from 
fpreading  for  a  twelvemonth  after  this,  yet 
about  the  end  of  that  time  it  began  to  break 
out  again,  ’till  at  length  it  reached  the  glands 
of  his  throat.  Notwithftanding  this,  he 
lived  ’till  the  latter  part  of  the  year  1778, 
and  for  the  laid  year  of  his  life,  as  I  have 
been  informed,  in  a  Very  miferable  {fate, 
having  loft  fo  much  of  his  lip,  jaw,  and 

At 

teeth,  that  it  was  with  the  greateft  difficulty 
he  could  fwallow  any  food.  Though  this 
patient  perfevered  in  the  ufe  of  the  arfenic 
for  fix  months,  in  the  dofe  before-mentioned, 
yet  he  never  experienced  the  leaft  inconve¬ 
nience  from  it.  He  was  in  good  health, 
and  continued  even  his  dailv  labour  all  the 

j 

time  he  was  taking  it,  and  for  a  long  while 
after  he  had  left  it  off*. 

As  I  have  hitherto  only  mentioned  two 
methods  in  which  I  applied  the  arlenic  ex¬ 
ternally  in  cancerous  ulcers,  to  wit;  the  arfe- 
nical  and  metallic  preparation  ufed  in  the 

firfl 
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firft  cafe,  and  the  arfenic  fufed  with  anti¬ 
mony  in  other  cafes,  I  fhall  now  communi¬ 
cate  another  method  of  ufing  it,  which  I 
firft  tried  on  Mr.  Champnefs,  I  mean,  mixed 
with  an  equal  quantity  of  fublimate.  This 
haftened  the  action  of  the  arfenical  cauftic 
confiderably,  and  made  a  much  larger  efchar, 
nor  did  it  appear  to  caufe  greater  pain  than 
wa^  complained  of  when  the  arfenic  was 
ufed  alone.  It  muft,  however,  be  obferved 
that  a  large  {hare  of  opium  was  mixed  with 
every  cauftic  I  applied,  from  which  con- 
fiderable  advantages  refulted,  the  pain  being 
generally  lefs  in  proportion  to  the  quantity  of 
opium  employed. 

While  my  thoughts  were  engaged  on  this 
fubjedt  I  made  frequent  refearches  among 
the  manuferipts  of  the  Mufeum,  in  hopes  of 
finding  in  them  fomething  relating  to  it.  I 
communicated  this  eircumftance  to  Dodtor 
Morton,  who  being  thoroughly  acquainted 
with  the  manuferipts,  might  poffibly  give  me 

fome 
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fome  leading  information  to  affift  me  in  my 
inquiries.  He  told  me,  that  in  the  Harleian 
library  he  had  feen  a  recipe  called  the  Earl 
of  Arundel’s  receipt  for  curing  a  cancer, 
which  he  imagined  to  be  the  fame  as  that 
ufed  by  Mr.  Guy.  He  was  fo  obliging  as 
to  inftrudt  me  where  to  find  it,  and  I  (hall 
here  give  it  the  reader  juft  as  I  extracted  it 
from  the  manufcript  at  the  Mufeurn. 

The  Earl  of  Arundel’s  Receipt  to 
cure  a  Cancer. 

rtbe  caujlicke  powder . 

Take  one  ounce  of  yellow  arfenicke,  and 
half  an  ounce  of  bole  armoniack,  mix  them 
well  together  and  make  them  into  fine 

'The  gliflerinv  caujlicke  powder 

Take  an  ounce  of  yellow  arfenicke,  of  red 
precipitate,  and  bole  armoniacke  of  each  %{[. 

‘Tbi 


[  4&  ] 

.  '  Tke  tarte  water 

Take  an  ounce  of  white  fublimate,  halfe 
an  ounce  of  red  precipitate,  beat  thefe  toge¬ 
ther  very  final],  and  put  it  into  three  pints  of 
white  wine  vinegar,  and  boyle  it  neere  to  a 
quart,  and  when  it  is  cold  keepe  in  a  glafs. 

‘The  red  water . — 

Take  a  lime  {lone  or  two  about  two 
pounds,  boyle  two  gallons  and  a  halfe  of 
fpring  water  out  of  a  rock  rifing  againfi  the 
funn,  put  the  lime  Hones  into  an  earthen  pot, 
and  then  power  the  boyling  water  upon  them. 
Cover  all  clofe  and  fo  let  it  Hand  a  day  and  a' 
night,  then  power  of  the  clearefi  and  throw 
away  the  bottome  :  then  take  of  bolus  verus, 
roch  allum,  white  copperas,  aloes  ficotrina, 
and  campher  of  each  two  ounces,  beate  and 
fearfe  them  fine  and  mix  them  well  with  the 
faid  cleare  water,  and  let  thefe  all  boyle  to¬ 
gether  for  an  hower,  then  put  it  in  a  pot 
clofe  Hoped  till  it  be  cold,  and  then  turn  it 

into 
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into  a  glafs  bode  clofe  doped  and  ufe  the 
cleared. 

fhe  green  oyntment 

•  *•  i  * 

Take  Ibifs  of  frefh  bog’s  greafe,  giii  of 
Venice  turpentine,  Ibifs  of  rofin,  half  an  ounce 
of  verdigteafe,  beate  the  rofin  and  verdigreafe 
together,  put  all  together  into  a  fkillet,  and 
boyle  them  till  it  comes  to  a  falve,  and  drayne 
it  into  a  gallypot. 

j The  ufe  of  the  things . 

9  r  i 

Take  fome  of  the  caudicke  powder  and 
mix  it  with  green  oyntment,  fpread  it  thin  upon 
a  cloath  the  jud  bignefs  of  the  noli  me  tan- 
gere,  and  apply  it  thereunto,  it  mud  !y  on 
eight  or  ten  days  till  it  falls  oft,  and  then  ap¬ 
ply  one  other  till  all  the  dead  flefh  be  ipent* 

The  white  tarte  water  is  to  be  applyed  to 
the  noli  me  tangere,  with  a  cloath  diped  in 
it,  if  cccafion  require.  Alfo  it  is  good  for  a 
cancer  in  the  note,  ringworme,  or  for  any 
dead  flelh. 


The 


The  red  water  is  to  wafh  the  eyes  if  bloud 
fhot,  or  pir,  and  webb,  alfo  to  preferve  the 
fight ;  ufed  either  for  any  fore,  to  be  ufed 
warrne,  and  to  be  caft  in  with  a  fyringe,  if 
occafion. 

The  green  oyntment  is  to  be  applied  to 
the  noli  me  tangere  after  the  caufticke  hath 
done  his  working,  to  heall  and  draw.  It  is 
ufed  alfo  to  draw  any  lore. 

.  s  \ 

%  *  4  |  ± 

Be  it  knowne  that  I,  Elifabeth  Fellow, 
wife  to  Henry  Fellow,  black-fmith,  dwelling 
neere  St.  Laurence  ftreet,  in  Oiciter,  do  pro- 
teft  and  vow,  before  God,  that  I  have  trewly 
and  faithfully  fett  down  and  difcovered  in  this 
note  delivered  by  me  to  the  Right  Honorable 
the  Earle  of  Arundell  and  Surrey,  Earle 
Marfhall  of  England,  the  whole  full  and 
perfect  receipt  and  manner  of  cure  of  the 
noli  me  tangere,  which  my  father  ufed,  and 
often  caufed  me  to  make,  by  which  he  ordi¬ 
narily  did  cure  that  malady.  And  I  do 
hereby  faithfully  promife  and  fwear  not  to 

teach. 
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teach,  give,  or  fell  the  faid  receipt  at  any 
time  hereafter  to  any  perfon  or  perfons  what- 
ioever,  other  than  my  owne  children,  in 
witnefs  whereof  I  have  fet  my  marke,  this 
1 6th  Oftober,  163  8.— 

Elifabeth  Fellow, 

\ 

her  g  mark.-— 

Witnefs ’d 
Fred.  Bently, 

Adrian  Medcalfe, 

Philip  Howard. 

Extracted  from  Colepeper’s  adverfaria. 
Vol.  XV.  Q.  R.  Oxford  library,  Mufeum. 

I  have  thought  proper  to  give  the  whole 
of  this  extract,  rude  as  it  is,  and  though  the 
red  water ,  mentioned  in  it,  be  foreign  to  the 
fubjeft.  As  foon  as  I  had  read  this  receipt,  it 
appeared  to  me  that  it  was  not  Mr.  Guy’s, 
becaufe  this  application  would  not  aft  through 
the  cuticle,  as  I  knew  Mr.  Guy’s  did.  It 
could  not  therefore  be  ufed  in  fchirrhous  tu¬ 
mours  that  were  not  yet  ulcerated,  and  was 

E  peculi- 
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peculiarly  adapted  as  the  receipt  exprefles  to 
the  noli  me  tangere ,  the  name  given  to  an 
ulcerated  cancer  on  any  part  of  the  face,  a 
difeafe  of  which  it  is  well  known  that  Lord 
Bolingbroke  died  after  the  application  of  Mr. 
Guy’s  caudic.  I  therefore  prepared  only 
the  caudic  powder,  the  tart  water,  and  the 
green  ointment,  omitting  the  red  water  for 
the  reafon  above-mentioned,  and  the  glitter¬ 
ing  caudic  powder,  becaufe  in  the  detail  of 
the  ufe  of  the  things,  it  was  not  mentioned 
what  purpofe  that  powder  was  defigned  for. 
With  refpeft  to  the  green  ointment  I  had  it 
prepared  merely  for  the  fake  of  complying 
with  the  receipt,  not  from  any  opinion  of  its 
utility,  for  I  have  already  declared  my  aver- 
fion  for  every  kind  of  greafy  application  in 
thefe  cafes ;  and  the  powder  may  as  well  be 
formed  into  a  confidence  with  the  yolk  of  an 

egg.  v  M 

In  January,  1775,  a  wealthy  farmer  of 
SufiTex,  aged  73,  applied  to  me  at  the  defire 

of 
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of  Doctor  Pepys.  He  had  a  noli  me  tangere 
on  the  right  cheek  :  It  came  on  about  twenty 
years  before  with  a  imall  pimple,  which  was 
frequently  (haved  off  by  the  razor.  It  in- 
creafed  gradually  to  the  fize  of  a  pea?  and 
grew  very  troubleforne,  being  attended  with 

a  (harp  pricking  pain.  In  this  fituation  he 

* 

applied,  about  a  twelvemonth  before  he  came 
to  me,  to  an  apothecary  in  the  country,  who 
put  fome  butter  of  antimony  upon  the  part. 
Far  from  being  helped  by  this,  he  grew 
gradually  worfe;  and  when  I  faw  him,  there 
was  an  ill-conditioned  cancerous  ulcer  on  bps 
cheek  about  the  fize  of  a  crown  piece,  and 
furrounded  with  edges,  turned  in  and  ex¬ 
tremely  hard.  The  induration  at  the  upper  * 
part  extended  over  great  part  of  the  os  malse, 
and  nearly  to  the  orbit.  He  felt  a  good  deal 
of  pricking  darting  pain  in  it  at  times. 

As  I  had  obferved  that  the  preparation  of 
arfenic  and  antimony  ufed  by  me  in  former 
cafes  had  been  much  too  flow  in  its  adtion, 

E  2  I  de- 
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(  \  V 

I  determined  in  this  inftance  to  give  a  fair 
trial  to  this  receipt  of  the  Earl  of  Arundel’s, 
upon  a  preemption  that  it  would  ad:  more 
fpeedily  and  powerfully  than  the  preparation 
I  had  ufed.  Some  of  the  cauftic  powder 
was  therefore  mixed  with  the  green  ointment, 
and  applied,  according  to  the  diredions,  upon 
the  whole  extent  of  the  noli  me  tangere . 
This  aded  ftrongly,  and  in  about  a  month 
after,  the  whole  of  the  difeafed  part  to 
which  it  had  been  applied,  came  away.  But 
feme  of  the  hardneffes  beyond  the  ulcer 
where  the  (kin  was  not  broken,  and  on 
which  the  cauftic  could  not  ad,  dill  remained. 
1  he  bottom  of  the  fore  looked  extremely 
well  for  a  time,  but  I  afterwards  found  that 
the  furrounding  indurations  fed  the  diforder. 
I  endeavoured  to  get  rid  of  thefe  by  applying 
my  liquid  to  them,  and  by  touching  the 
difeafed  granulations,  wherever  they  were 
obferved  to  rife  with  the  tart  water,  as 
direded  in  the  receipt.  The  application  of 

the 
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the  caudic  was  likewife  renewed  feveral 
times  to  the  ulcerated  edges  of  the  indura¬ 
tions,  in  hopes  of  dedroying  them  gradually. 
By  thefe  means  carefully  and  attentively  pur- 
fued,  I  fucceeded  fo  far  in  about  five  months 
as  to  fubdue  mod:  of  the  difeafe,  and  very 
nearly  to  confolidate  the  wound.  There  re¬ 
mained,  however,  dill  fomething  to  be  done, 
which  I  had  the  greated  reafon  to  hope 
would  have  been  accomplifhed,  becaufeallthe 
parts  before  treated  had  gradually  yielded  to 
the  method.  I  ufed  every  argument  in  my 
power  to  perfuade  my  patient  to  day  longer 
under  my  care  ;  but  the  attendance  had  al¬ 
ready  been  tedious,  and  he  was  of  an  un¬ 
quiet  redlefs  difpofition,  and  withal  very  un- 
eafy  at  being  fo  long  abfent  from  his  family 
and  his  affairs,  fo  that  it  was  impoffible  to 
prevail  upon  him.  His  fon,  however,  who 
was  a  furgeon  in  the  country  near  him, 
came  to  town  ;  and  I  fupplied  him  with  all 
the  medicines,  giving  him  as  clear  directions 
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as  I  poffibly  could,  for  the  occafional  applU 
cation  of  them,  Whether  thefe  were  clofely 
followed  I  cannot  take  upon  me  to  fay,  but 
am  inclined  to  think  they  were  not,  for  the 
old  gentleman  was  wearied,  and  I  fhould 
fuppofe  not  difpofed  to  follow  the  method  any 
longer.  Whether  this  were  the  cafe,  or  whe¬ 
ther  the  diforder  would  have  been  equally 
incurable  whatever  method  had  been  purfued, 
I  cannot  take  upon  me  to  contend.  So  far  is 
certain,  that  fotne  months  after,  the  patient 
returned  to  town,  and  put  himfelf  under  the 

s  *  '  .  ,  t 

care  of  a  quack,  who  reduced  him  fo  much 
in  a  fhort  time,  without  doing  any  fervice  to 
the  complaint,  that  he  was  very  near  dying 
from  mere  faintnefs  and  debility.  He  then 
had  once  more  recourfe  to  me,  and  I  fcarce 
knew  him  again  on  account  of  his  being  fo 
much  altered  from  the  hearty  ftrong  man  I 
had  before  feen  him.  Though  the  diforder 
was  worfe  than  when  he  had  quitted  me,  yet 
it  was  by  no  means  arrived  to  any  dangerous 
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height,  nor  was  it  near  fo  much  advanced, 
nor  in  fo  bad  a  ftate  as  when  he  lirft  put 
himfelf  under  my  care.  But  he  was  now 
too  much  harraffed  both  in  body  and  mind 
with  what  he  had  gone  through  to  think  of 
fubmitting  again  to  painful  drefiings;  fo  that 
I  now  refolved  to  try  the  effect  of  fixed  air 
upon  the  part,  which  I  was  informed  had 
been  tried  with  fuccefs  in  thefe  cafes  by  an 
ingenious  gentleman  in  the  profeflion.  This 
application  was  continued  for  fome  time, 
and  it  appeared  to  keep  the  wound  clean,  and 
the  part  tolerably  free  from  pain.  But  as  he 
was  again  anxious  to  return  into  the  country, 
I  furnifhed  him  with  the  apparatus  for  con¬ 
tinuing  to  apply  it  himfelf.  I  was  informed, 
to  the  bed  of  my  remembrance,  that  he  per- 
fevered  in  it  till  the  time  of  his  death,  but 
without  its  producing  any  particular  effedt 
on  the  difeafe. 

Since  I  have  had  occafion  to  mention  the 
application  of  fixed  air  in  thefe  complaints, 
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and  that  great  expeditions  have  been  raifed 
amongft  philofophers  of  the  prefent  age  from 
the  introduction  of  this  newly  difcovered 
remedy  into  practice,  I  fhall  take  this  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  communicating  what  has  pafled 
under  my  observation  refpedting  the  ufe  of  it 
in  thefe  diforders. 

I  have  tried  it  in  feveral  cafes  of  ulcerated 
cancers  for  a  confiderable  time  ;  and  purfued 
the  following  method  in  applying  it.  I  firft 
adapted  an  open  bladder  to  the  end  of  a 
flexible  tube  of  a  convenient  length,  and 
placing  this  bladder  upon  the  found  parts 
round  the  cancerous  complaint,  fo  as  care¬ 
fully  to  include  the  whole  of  the  difeafe,  I 
confined  the  margin  of  the  bladder  by  ap¬ 
plying  to  it  a  piece  of  fheet  lead,  which  was 
held  clofe  to  the  furrounding  parts  by  one  or 
more  affiftants.  The  end  of  the  tube  was  then 
fixed  into  the  mouth  of  a  pretty  large  bottle, 
into  which  fmall  pieces  of  marble  had  been 
put  to  a  fourth  part  of  its  height,  and  the 

bottle 
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bottle  itfelf  about  half  filled  with  water,  A 
quantity  of  oil  of  vitriol  being  then  poured 
into  the  bottle,  an  effervefcence  was  raifed, 
which  driving  the  vapour  rapidly  through  the 
tube,  inflated  the  bladder.  The  fixed  air  be¬ 
ing  thus  conveyed  to  the  wound  was  kept 
there  for  half  an  hour,  or  an  hour  at  a  time, 
as  long  as  the  patient  could  bear  the  pro- 

cefs?  If  the  bladder  grew  flack  the  efifer- 
vefcence  was  raifed  afrefli  by  fhaking  the 

bottle,  or  adding  more  oil  of  vitriol  to  the 
marble  This  application  was  renewed 
twice  or  three  times  in  the  day,  and  if  I  could 
have  prevailed  upon  my  patients  to  do  it 
oftener,  I  would;  being  of  opinion,  that  if  any 
fuccefs  were  to  be  expeded  from  it,  it  muft 
be  owen  to  its  being  reiterated  frequently. 
I  imagined,  indeed,  that  if  it  had  been  pofilble 

*  Perhaps  this  detail  may  be  deemed  unneceflary, 
fonfidering  how  well  the  method  of  producing  fixed 
air  is  known.  But  I  thought  it  proper  to  particu¬ 
larize  the  mode  in  which  I  ufed  it,  that  it  might  be 
determined  whether  my  want  of  fuccefs  were  owen 
to  this. 
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to  keep  the  part  conftantly  immerfed  in  fixed 
air,  without  any  communication  with  the 
external  air,  this  would  be  the  moft  likely 

method  of  infuring  fuccefs.  However  this 

/ 

may  be,  in  all  the  cafes  wherein  tried  it, 
it  did  not  by  any  means  confirm  thofe  expec¬ 
tations  that  report  had  raifed  in  me  of  its 
utility.  It  never  in  any  one  inftance  difpofed 
the  cancerous  wound  or  any  part  of  it  to 
heal ;  and  all  the  benefit  I  experienced  from 
the  ufe  of  it,  was,  keeping  the  wound  fweet 
and  clean.  This  indeed  is  no  inconfiderable 
advantage,  where  thefe  effe&s  cannot  be 
brought  about  by  other  means,  lefs  inconve¬ 
nient  than  this.  Neither  can  1  afcertain 
whether  it  contributed  in  any  remarkable  de¬ 
gree  to  abate  the  pain  of  the  difeafe,  for  all 
the  cafes  I  tried  it  in  were  very  far  advanced, 
and  the  patients  having  been  ufed  to  obtain 
relief  from  opium,  did  not  chufe  to  relinquish 
a  medicine,  the  good  effects  of  which  they 
had  felt. 


Let 
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Let  us  nowconfider  in  what  view  the  ap¬ 
plication  of  fixed  air  has  been  tried  in  cance¬ 
rous  affedtions.  Except  in  fome  late  inftances 
where  from  Dodtor  Hales’s  hints  it  has  been 
ingenioufiy  fuggelted  to  be  a  diffolvent  of  the 
human  calculus,  the  only  principle  upon 
which  it  hath  been  ufed  in  the  diforders  of 
the  animal  (Economy,  is  that  of  its  refilling 
putrefadtion,  From  Sir  John  Pringle’s  cu¬ 
rious  experiments  on  putrid  animal  fubftances, 
which  together  with  thofe  of  Dodtor  Black 
on  the  nature  of  calcareous  earths,  were  the 
balls  of  all  the  experiments  fince  made  by 
Dodtor  Macbride,  Dodtor  Prieltley,  and 
others,  and  the  dodtrines  eltablilhed  in  con- 
fequence  of  them,  it  appears,  indeed,  that 
fixed  air,  both  as  an  internal  medicine,  and 
as  a  topic,  is  likely  to  become  very  beneficial 
in  all  putrid  difeafes.  But  what  effedt  are  we 
to  expedt  from  it  when  applied  upon  this 
principle  to  cancerous  complaints  ?  A  cancer 
cannot  furely  be  called  a  putrid  difeafe,  for 

the 
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the  fymptoms  and  appearances  that  attend  it, 

are  directly  contrary  to  thofe  in  which  we 
find  the  putrid  diathefis  prevailing  in  the 

machine,  fuch  as  fcurvy,  putrid  fevers,  &c. 
In  all  putrid  difeafes  the  folids  of  the  body 
are  foftened  and  relaxed  ;  in  cancers,  thofe 
parts  that  are  affe&ed  with  them  are  bound 
by  the  moil  rigid  hardnefies,  In  putrid  difeafes 
the  folids  become  flabby  and  much  increafed 
in  bulk,  unable  to  refill  the  impulfe  of  the 
fluids ;  in  the  true  cancer,  the  parts  are  all 
contracted  into  a  narrow  compafs,  puckered 
up  and  drawn  in,  fo  that  if  a  woman  have 
one  breall  thoroughly  affeCted  with  this  dif- 
eafe,  it  will  be  much  lefs  in  fize  and  appear¬ 
ance  than  the  other,  even  before  any  of  its 
fubflance  fhall  have  been  deflroyed  by  the 
ulceration  of  the  part.  It  will  be  urged 

9 

perhaps  that  ulcerated  cancers  are  generally 

>  . 

accompanied  with  an  extremely  oflfenfive 
fmell,  which  indicates  putreftency.  Not  to 
infill  upon  the  circumllance  that  an  cffenfive 

fmell 
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fmell  is  not  always  an  indication  of  this 
quality,  I  fhall  only  obferve  that  the  flench 
in  thefe  cafes  appears  to  be  an  adventitious 
fymptom  of  the  difeafe,  it  is  the  confequence 
of  its  ulcerated  hate,  and  is  generally  propor¬ 
tioned  to  the  uze'and  extent  of  the  ulcer. 
If  the  cancer  were  of  itfelf  and  ab  ongine  a 
putrid  difeafe,  it  is  moft  probable  that  it 
would  be  cured  as  fcon  as  the  foetor  were 
corrected  ;  as  is  the  cafe  with  other  putrid 
diftempers,  which  are  cured  whenever  the 
tendency  to  putrefaction  can  be  overcome. 
But  it  has  already  been  obferved,  that  fixed 
air  in  all  the  trials  I  have  made  of  it,  though 
it  generally  corrected  the  offenfive  fmell,  has 
not  cured  the  complaint,  which  agrees  nearly 
with  what  DoCtor  Percival  has  faid  of  its 
eflfcCt  in  thefe  cafes.  There  are,  indeed, 
other  means  of  correcting  the  fmell  of  cance¬ 
rous  ulcers,  and  much  more  Ample  than  the 

i 

application  of  an  apparatus  for  the  generation 
of  fixed  air,  and  which,  from  all  the  obfer- 

vations 
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vations  experience  has  furnifhed  me  with  on 
this  point,  feem  to  anfwer  the  purpofe  as  ef¬ 
fectually.  The  feveral  topics  I  have  ufed 
for  this  purpofe  are  the  flowers  of  zinc,  the 
calamus  aromaticus  in  powder,  either  alone 
or  mixed  with  fuch  a  proportion  of  powdered 
fait  ammoniac  as  my  patients  could  bear; 
fulphur  either  alone  or  combined  with  a 
imall  portion  of  arfenic,  which  1  aft  prepara¬ 
tion  (hall  be  fpoken  of  more  fully  in  the  fe- 
quel  of  this  work.  Thefe  are  the  dreflings  I 
have  chiefly  ufed  in  the  intervals  of  fuch  as 
were  more  aCtive,  and  by  means  of  which,  I 
have  generally  preferved  my  cancers  from 
any  very  offenfive  fmell ;  and  even  in  the  laft 
ftage  of  the  diftemper,  have  fucceeded  in  di- 
minifhing  greatly  this  naufeous  fymptom. 
Dodtor  Wathen  faw  a  remarkable  inftance  of 
this  in  an  extremely  offenfive  cancer,  which 
he  faw  with  me  in  the  moft  deplorable 
ftate  of  the  difeafe.  He  expreffed  bis  fur- 
prize  on  finding  this  ftench  much  corrected 
'  in 
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in  a  few  days  by  means  of  fame  of  the  fore- 
mentioned  alcaline  and  abforbent  powders, 
aflifted  with  an  outward  covering  of  rags 
dipt  in  fpirituous  applications.  The  fpirituous 
covering  I  generally  ufed  in  thefe  cafes,  was, 
the  martial  and  ammoniac  tindlure  above- 
mentioned,  either  alone  or  diluted  with  water, 
without  the  addition  of  the  oil  of  vitriol, 
which  anfwers  nearly  to  the  common  tinc¬ 
ture  of  fteel  with  fait  ammoniac,  to  be  found 
in  fome  difpenfatories.  I  {hall  here  obferve 
that  in  all  offenfive  cancers  we  ought  religi- 

o  o 

oufly  to  abftain  from  every  kind  of  greafy 
application,  however  mild  and  innocent  it 
may  be,  and  even  were  it  only  ufed  with  a 
view  to  keep  on  the  drefiings.  No  ointment 
muft  come  near  the  fore,  or  even  touch  the 
neighbouring  found  parts.  When  the  cance¬ 
rous  wound  is  fmall  and  free  from  any  of¬ 
fenfive  fmell,  it  is  better  ftill  not  to  ufe  any 
greafe  if  it  can  be  avoided  5  and  if  we  be  forced 
to  it,  from  the  dry  lint  flicking  to  the  edges, 

it 
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it  will  be  beft  to  powder  the  fore  Arft  with 
flowers  of  zinc,  and  lay  nothing  over  but  the 
Goulard  cerate,  or  fome  fuch  mild  ointment, 
Bafilicon  or  the  green  digeftive  always  add  to 
theofFenftve  fmell.  Let  me  be  permitted  to 
obferve  by  the  way,  that  it  might  pofiibly  be 
better  if  thefe  digeftive  ointments  were  ban- 
ifhed  from  the  pra&ice  of  furgery,  and  more 
particularly  from  the  treatment  of  Ample 
wounds.  The  fmell  of  them  is  of  itfelf 
very  difagreeahle  to  the  patient  as  well  as  the 
furgeon,  and  I  am  fully  perfuaded  they  are  of 
no  ufe.  The  purpofe  of  keeping  a  Ample 
wound  moift  and  protected  from  the  air,  is 
as  well  effected  by  a  little  white  w'ax  and  oil 
melted  together,  which  to  render  it  pleaAng 
to  the  eye  may  be  coloured  with  aikanet  root. 
This  kind  of  ointment,  the  Goulard  cerate, 
and  the  epulotic  cerate  are  the  only  topics  I 
have  ufed  to  Ample  wounds  for  thefe  laft 
fourteen  years,  either  in  public  or  private 
practice.  The  advantages  ariAng  from  this. 


are, 
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are,  that  the  wounds  thus  drefled  do  not  yield 
fo  great  a  (hare  of  matter,  that  the  granular 
tions  are  not  therefore  fo  likely  to  rife  above 
the  edges  of  the  fore,  that  thefe  edges  them- 
felves  are  more  eafily  kept  clean,  and  that 
the  dreflings  are  not  in  the  lead  offenfive  to 
the  patient* 

But  to  return  to  the  fubjed  of  fixed  air. 
If  I  did  not  apply  it  to  cancers  merely  with 
a  defign  of  correding  their  foetid  fmell,  as 
others  have  done,  it  may  be  afked  what  was 
my  view  in  trying  it.  i  acknowledge  that 
my  expedations  of  fuccefs  from  it  in  cance¬ 
rous  affedions  were  founded  on  its  mephitic 
quality,  rather  than  on  its  falutary  properties*. 
I  have  long  fufpeded  that  the  cancer  was 
produced  from  infeds  or  the  germina  of  them 
taken  up  from  the  air  by  the  lymphatic 
veflfels ;  and  that  in  the  inftances  of  fchirrhous 
tumours,  which  fometimes  continue  for  a 
long  time  in  a  ftate  of  eafe  and  tranquillity, 
thefe  germina  thus  abforbed  remain  in  an  in- 

F  animate 
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animate  {rate  ’till  fome  accidental  circum- 
ftance  brings  them  to  life.  This  has  appear¬ 
ed  to  me  to  conftitute  the  ulcerated  ftate  of 
the  difeafe.  I  am  not  lingular  in  this  idea, 
for  in  one  of  the  volumes  of  tradts  upon  can¬ 
cers  collected  by  the  late  Mr.  Bell,  which 
was  lent  me  by  Dodtor  William  Fordyce,  I 
found  it  introduced  as  a  received  opinion*. 
And  in  another  tradt  in  the  fame  volume, 
written  in  the  Italian  language,  the  author 
fpeaks  of  having  feen  the  infedl^.  But 

what- 

*  Tota  intentio  arfenicum  adhibendi  videtur  fu- 
perftru&a  eiTe  opinioni  ill i,  quod  cancer  vivat.  Aut 
juxta  forte  pathologiam  animatam,  quod  ex  innume- 
ris  vermibus  vivis  eonfletur.  DiiTertatio  de  cancro  a 
Martino  Schumacher. 

f  Ma  non  ando  guari,  che  crudelmente  riforfero 
(gli  fpafimi  vuol  dire)  e  nuovamente  del  pari  fi  fce- 
marono,  allora  quando  per  gli  fteffi  canali  d’onde  era 
piovuto  il  marciume,  un  picciolo  vermicello  fi  aperfe 
il  pafTo,  grofib  come  un  filo  ordinario  da  cucire,  longo 
alia  miffura  del  primo  nodo  del  dito  mignolo,  di  co- 

lore  rofficcio,  ficcome  farebbe  una  libra  di  carne  fa- 

*• 

lata. 


Nuevo 
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whatever  may  have  been  the  ideas  of  others 
upon  this  matter,  for  my  own  part  I  have 
been  led  into  this  conjecture,  from  the  nature 
and  fituation  of  the  parts  in  which  the  dif- 
eafe  is  ufually  feated ;  from  the  kind  of  pain 
peculiar  to  it,  and  the  progrefs  of  the  ulcera¬ 
tion;  from  analogy,  and  the  effects  of  poifon- 
ous  medicines  upon  it. 

The  parts  chiefly  affecfted  with  the  cancer 

1 

are  the  breafts  of  women,  the  womb,  the 
tongue,  the  lips,  the  nofe,  and  the  face.  All 
thefe  parts  are  abundantly  fupplied  with  ab- 
forbent  veffels,  and  are  molt  of  them  expofed 
to  the  external  air,  fo  that  if  there  be  any 
germina  of  infeCts  floating  in  this  fluid,  they 
will  be  ready  to  abforb  it.  The  breafts  of 
women  in  particular,  which  are  by  far  the 
moft  ordinary  feat  of  the  complaint,  are  re¬ 
markably  full  of  pores,  and  from  the  various 


Ntiovo  metodo  per  curare  ficuramenie  cgni  canchero 
coperto ,  e  fpecialmente  le  ghiande  fcirrofe  delle  mammelle , 
e  di  altre  parti  del  corpo :  opera  di  Giufeppe  Maria 
£hiddria. 
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ftate  of  diftention  they  undergo,  thefe  pores 
muft  certainly  become  at  different  times  very 
large,  and  confequently  more  fitted  to  receive 
and  tranfmit  any  thing  from  without.  The 
mammary  glands  alfo  to  which  the  lymphatic 
or  abforbent  veffels  immediately  tend,  are 
ufually  the  parts  firfl:  affedted  *. 

The 

*  I  am  aware  that  there  are  frequently  indurations 
or  fchirrhous  tumours  of  the  internal  glands,  fuch  as 
the  liver,  the  mefenteric  glands,  the  kidneys,  &c, — 
Bur  it  may  be  confidered,  that  if  thefe  germina  be  ab- 
foibed  from  without  they  may  either  be  flopped  in 
the  fir  ft  gland  through  which  the  vefTels  that  abforb 
them  pafs,  or  may  be  accidentally  hurried  on  with 
the  circulation,  and  depofited  in  the  courfe  of  it  upon 
fome  of  the  internal  glands.  Exclufive  of  this  cir- 
cumftance  it  is  pretty  apparent  that  thefe  indurations 
are  different  from  the  true  cancer ;  fo  that  whether 

*  •'  ,  ♦  i  ft  ^  /  t  *yN  ^  f  > 

we  fuppofe  them  produced  from  the  fame  caufe  or 
not,  we  find  at  leaft  that  the  effe£l  is  different.  In¬ 
durations  of  the  mefenteric  glands  are  marks  of  the 
fcrophula;  and  the  fymptoms  and  appearances  attend¬ 
ing  Icrophulous  hardneffes  are  extremely  diftin<5t  from 
thofe  which  accompany  the  cancerous  induration; 
and  might  be  accounted  for  upon  a  very  oppofite 
principle,  were  it  not  foreign  to  my  prefent  purpofe. 

With 
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The  fecond  circumftance  which  fuggefted 
the  idea  to  me  of  the  cancer  being  generated 


With  refpedl  to  fchirrhous  tumours  of  the  liver,  though 


they  alfo  appear  to  be  indurations  of  a  different  kind 


from  the  cancer,  yet  as  I  fufpedl  this  diforder  to  be 
more  frequent  than  it  is  generally  imagined,  it  will 
not,  I  hope,  be  thought  intrufive,  if  I  take  the  op¬ 
portunity  of  this  note  to  communicate  what  has  oc¬ 
curred  to  me  in  the  treatment  of  thefe  cafes. 

A  negro  fervant  belonging  to  Dodfor  Mac  Namara 
was  admitted  into  the  Weftminfter  hofpital  under  my 
care.  He  had  a  large  prominent  tumour  on  the 
right  fide  of  the  linea  albse,  and  immediately  under  the 
margin  of  the  cheft.  From  the  feat  of  the  complaint, 
the  fymptoms  attending,  and  from  an  obfcure  fluctua¬ 
tion  difcerned  in  the  tumor,  I  fufpedled  this  to  be  an 
encyfted  abfcefs  of  the  liver,  a  difeafe  often  met  with 
among  negroes,  and  therefore  refolved  upon  opening 
it.  I  made  an  incifion  through  the  whole  extent  of 
the  tumour,  and  after  having  divided  the  mufcles  of 
the  belly  and  the  peritonaeum,  gave  vent  to  a  quantity 
of  matter,  which  evidently  appeared  to  be  contained 
in  a  large  cyff,  totally  diftindt  from  the  cavity  of  the 
belly  as  ufualin  thefe  cafes.  The  fac  ran  fo  far  back 
towards  the  fpine  that  it  was  not  poflibie  to  empty  it  at 
once,  and,  indeed,  the  contents  were  fo  vifcid  and  te- 
pacious,  that  it  was  only  by  repeated  injedtions  with 
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by  infe&s,  is,  the  kind  of  pain  peculiar  to  the 
difeafe,  and  the  progrefs  of  the  ulceration. 

Nothing 

barley  water,  continued  for  about  three  weeks,  that 
the  cyft  could  be  entirely  evacuated.  When  this  was 
done,  and  that  the  Tides  of  it  were  confequently 
brought  nearer  together,  one  might  plainly  feel  an 
enlargement  and  induration  of  the  liver,  extending 
through  the  whole  of  its  region.  In  little  more  than 
two  months  the  wound  was  healed,  except  that  there 
remained  a  fiftulous  opening  which  it  was  impo/Tible 
for  me  to  clofe.  Confidering  that  this  orifice  might 
be  kept  open  by  the  difeafe  of  the  organ,  I  directed  my 
patient  to  rub  half  a  drachm  of  ftrong  mercurial  oint¬ 
ment  every  day  on  the  region  of  the  liver,  fufpending 
the  ufe  of  it  occafionally,  that  the  mouth  might  not 
be  affected.  By  perfevering  in  this  courfe  about  fix 
weeks,  the  whole  of  this  immenfe  induration  fubfided, 
and  the  fiftulous  opening,  clofed  of  itfelf.  The  fuc- 
cefs  of  this  cafe  induced  me  to  try  the  effect  of  mercu¬ 
rial  fridlions  in  two  other  inftances,  of  an  enlargement 
and  induration  of  the  liver  evident  to  the  fight  and 
touch.  Both  thefe  cafes  were  cured  by  this  method, 
even  the  induration,  which  was  fartheft  advanced, 
and  in  which  a  prominence  on  the  fame  fpot  where 
the  negro’s  large  fwelling  had  appeared,  feemed  to  in¬ 
dicate  a  tendency  to  fuppuration,  was  diffolved  with¬ 
out  the  formation  of  matter. 


Thofc 


Nothing  Teems  more  properly  to  favour  the 
notion  of  infe&s  corroding  the  parts  than  that 


Thofe  who  are  converfant  in  difiedions  have  fre¬ 
quent  opportunities  of  feeing  that  large  and  indurated 
livers  are  commonly  found  in  the  abdomen  of  perfons 
who  die  of  a  dropfy  in  that  cavity.  Thefe  indurations 
have,  indeed,  been  reckoned  by  fome  as  the  chief  and 
perhaps  the  only  caufe  of  thefe  collections  of  water  ; 
which,  if  it  be  the  cafe,  muft  be  owen  to  the  prefiure 
of  a  hard  mafs  upon  fo  large  a  vein  as  the  vena  cava ; 
thus  obftruCting  the  courfe  of  the  blood  returning  to 
the  heart ;  in  the  fame  manner  as  the  prefiure  of  the 
gravid  uterus  occafions  an  anafarca  in  the  legs  of  preg¬ 
nant  women.  Is  it  not  probable  then,  that  this  terri- 
ble  difeafe  might  be  cured  if  this  apparent  caufe  were 
removed  ?  Accordingly,  I  remember  to  have  found 
(though  I  cannot  recoiled  where,  having  unfortu¬ 
nately  loft  many  of  my  papers)  that  it  was  a  praClice 
ufed  with  fuccefs  in  India,  to  rub  the  belly  with  mer¬ 
curial  ointment  in  the  dropfy  of  that  cavity. 

Some  years  ago  I  tranfiated  a  manufcript  paper  fo,r 
Doctor  Fothergill,  which  had  been  fent  to  him  in  the 
German  language  from  a  gentleman  at  Mofcow.  The 
author  mentioned  that  he  had  obferved  many  internal 

j 

complaints  to  proceed  from  indurations  of  the  liver, 
which  could  not  other  wife  be  accounted  for.  He  ac¬ 
cordingly  recommended  a  more  frequent  examination 
of  the  ftate  of  that  organ  than  is  generally  attended  to. 

F  4  (hooting 


[  ?2  ] 

fhooting  darting  pain  complained  of  in  this 

difeafe,  which  the  patients  defcribe  as  the 

pricking  of  fo  many  needles.  The  fame  may 

be  obferved  of  that  gradual,  creeping,  and  al^ 

mod  imperceptible  corrofion  of  the  parts,  by 

which  not  only  the  whole  fubftance  of  the 

0 

bread:  is  frequently  deftroyed,  but  the  ulcera¬ 
tion  is  alfo  extended  to  the  neighbouring  {kin, 
and  a  wound  is  produced  of  a  moft  horrid 
appearance  full  of  cavities  and  inequalities, 
not  unlike  a  piece  of  mouldering  ruins.  To 
which  we  may  add,  that  the  difeafe  extends 
itfelf  in  the  direction  of  thofe  lymphatic  veflels 
which  firft  conveyed  it  to  the  mammary 
glands,  forming  hard  cords  which  terminate 
and  are  loft  in  the  indurated  glands  of  the 
arm-pit. 

The  third  circumftance  that  has  given  rife 
to  my  conjecture  is  analogy,  and  the  effeCts 
of  certain  poifonous  medicines  upon  the  can* 
cerpus  affection. 


/ 
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Every  infedt  feems  to  have  its  particular 
bane.  Thus  in  that  cutaneous  diforder  the 
itch,  which  from  Lewenhoeck’s  microfcopi- 
cal  obfervations  has  been  (hewn  to  confift  in 
numerous  infedls  (warming  on  the  furface  of 
the  (kin,  fulphur  has  been  found  to  be  the 
mod  effedual  poifon.  There  are,  indeed, 
other  poifons  that  will  deftroy  thefe  infe&s, 
fuch  as  hellebore  and  mercury,  but  none  of 
thefe  are  near  io  powerful  againft  them  as 
brimltone  Thus  there  feems  alfo  to  be  a 

*  Perhaps  it  may  hereafter  be  found  that  moft  cu¬ 
taneous  diforders  arife  from  the  fame  caufe.  At  lead 
they  feem  for  the  mod  part  to  have  a  particular  poifon 
appropriated  to  them.  Thus  we  find,  befides  the  in¬ 
dance  of  the  itch,  that  in  venereal  blotches  on  the  fkin, 
fublimate  is  acknowledged  to  be  the  mod  powerful 
preparation  of  mercury.  Hellebore  has  been  recom¬ 
mended  by  the  antients,  and  is  (fill  prefcribed  in  many 
cutaneous  eruptions,  which  we  know  not  how  to  cure 
ptherwife;  and  in  the  tinea  or  fcald  head,  I  have  found 
no  poifon  fo  effedlual  as  a  drong  decodlion  of  tobacco, 
by  which  I  have  cured  fome  obdinate  cafes  of  this 
kind  in  a  very  (hort  time,  after  all  the  ufual  methods, 
not  omitting  even  the  pitch  plaifter,  had  been  tried  for 
3  Jong  continuance  without  effect. 
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particular  poifon  againft  the  cancer,  which  is 
arfenic ;  which,  in  many  inftances  of  Mr. 
Guy’s  practice,  and  others  upon  record,  has 
deftroyed  feveral  cancerous  affections,  and 
which,  from  the  experience  I  have  had  of  it, 
though  fo  often  unfuccefsfully  ufed,  appears 
jftill  to  be  the  proper  antidote  to  this  diftemper. 
The  faCt  feems  to  be,  that  it  is  a  poifon  of  fo 
dangerous  a  nature,  that  it  can  feldom  be 
ufed  in  fufficient  quantity  to  bring  about  the 
defired  effeCt,  without  expofing  the  patient 
to  too  great  rifque.  But  if  the  arfenic  be  not 
ufed  in  fufficient  quantity  to  eradicate  the  dif- 
eafe  it  does  hurt  rather  than  good,  becaufe 
after  having  loft  its  quality  of  an  antidote, 
the  ill  effefts  of  its  having  aCted  as  a  cauftic 
{till  fubftft,  and  the  irritation  it  has  occa- 
fioned  exafperates  the  difeafe.  For  we  well 
know  that  cancers,  when  irritated  by  cauftic 
applications  of  any  kind,  are  confiderably 
haftened  in  their  progrefs,  which  feems  to 
form  another  preemptive  argument  in  favour 

of 
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of  the  conjecture  I  have  ventured  to  men¬ 
tion  :  for  when  the  infeds  find  themfelves 
difturbed  by  an  external  application  they 
will  make  what  hafte  they  can  to  get  out 
of  the  reach  of  it.  Befides,  no  other  cau¬ 
ftic  ever  ads  upon  the  cancerous  affedion 
in  the  manner  that  arfenic  does  5  tor, 
were  we  to  attempt  to  extrad  lchirrhous 
glands  by  any  other  cauftic,  we  fhould  con- 
ftantly  fail  in  our  attempts  5  which  I  am 
convinced  of  as  well  from  the  teftimony  of 
others  as  from  my  own  experience.  On 
the  contrary,  though  Mr.  Guy’s  cauftic 
hath  not  tucceeded  in  every  cafe,  yet  it  is 
no  lefs  certain  that  many  have  been  cured 
by  it,  and  that  he  has  frequently  extraded 
fchirrhous  glands  entire  with  it.  A  m oft 
Angular  effed  which  I  have  alfo  accom- 
plithed  in  one  inftance,  which  £hall  be  re¬ 
lated  hereafter. 


Thefe 


Thefe  arc  the  feveral  reafons  that  have 

i  M 

encouraged  me  in  the  conjedure  of  the 
cancerous  affedion  being  produced  by  in¬ 
fers  ;  and  which  induced  me  to  try  the 
application  of  fixed  air  to  thefe  complaints, 
in  hopes  that  its  noxious  quality  would 
deftroy  thefe  infeds  and  cure  the  difeafe. 
But  it  is  an  extremely  difficult  thing  to 
apply  mephitic  air  to  cancerous  ulcers  in 
fuch  a  manner  as  to  exclude  all  communi- 
cation  with  the  external  air,  upon  which 
circumftance  alone,  according  to  my  ideas, 
its  efficacy  muft  depend. 

The  inequality  of  the  parts  on  which 
the  apparatus  is  to  be  fixed,  and  fometimes 
the  extent  of  the  difeafe,  are  obftacles  to 
the  clofe  adapting  of  it,  which  in  fome 
cafes  are  unfur  mountable.  Add  to  this, 
that  a  bladder  is  the  only  thing  that  can 
be  made  ufe  of  to  contain  this  mephitic 
air ;  for  if  a  hollow  glafs  were  applied, 
it  is  evident  that  it  would  ad  like  a 


cupping 
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cupping  glafs,  and  become  infupportable  upon 
parts  already  extremely  fenfible.  Doctor 
Prieftley  obferves  too,  that  a  bladder,  he  has 
found  by  experience ,  will  not  long  make  a  fnf- 
ficient  feparation  between  federal  kinds  of 
air  and  common  air  *.  Thefe  may  perhaps 
be  the  reafons  why  the  application  of  fixed 
air  has  not  fucceeded  with  me.  Whether 
the  nitrous  air  difcovered  by  Dodor  Prieftley, 
and  which  he  obferves  to  be  more  noxious 
than  the  former,  will  fucceed  better,  muft  be 
determined  by  future  experiments. 

Such  were  in  general  the  methods  I  uled 
in  the  treatment  of  ulcerated  cancers ;  be- 
fide  which,  upon  fuperficial  cancerous 
wounds,  where  it  was  my  defign  to  make  a 
flight  efchar  with  little  pain,  or  where  I  was 
endeavouring  to  heal  the  cbftinate  remains  of 
a  cancer  prrvioufly  brought  into  a  fmall  com- 
pafs,  I  ufed  to  mix  fome  of  the  magnes  arfe- 
nicalis,  or  even  fome  crude  arfenic,  with  a 

f 

*  Experiments  on  air,  vol.  I,  p,  37. 

propor- 
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proportion  of  opium,  and  make  it  into  an 

ointment  by  the  addition  of  fome  Goulard 
cerate,  or  any  other  mild  unguent  of  the 
fame  kind.  This  was  made  ftronger  or 
weaker  according  to  the  effed  it  was  meant 
to  produce.  The  general  rule  was  to  take 
ten  grains  of  the  magnes  with  the  fame  quan¬ 
tity  of  opium,  and  m.ix  them  with  one  drachm 
of  foft  ointment.  1  his  mild  application  gives 
little  or  no  pain,  and  produces  evidently  good 
effeds.  It  might  perhaps  prove  ufeful  in 
removing  any  frc(h  appearances  of  the  dif- 
e3fe,  that  are  apt  to  arife  after  extirpation, 
however  carefully  or  well  performed.  Indeed, 
unlefs  the  arfenical  cauftic  can  be  applied  fo 
as  to  eradicate  the  whole  difeafe  in  a  (hort 
time,  I  fhould  always  prefer  this  mode  of 
ufing  it,  not  only  on  account  of  its  being 
rendered  mild  by  the  addition  of  an  undu- 
ous  fubftance,  but  alfo  becaufe  in  this  mode 
of  applying  it>  we  can  always  afcertain  the 
quantity  of  arfenic  ufed  upon  any  patient  in 

a  given 
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a  given  time.  This  is  a  material  circumftancc 
to  attend  to  3  for  if  we  are  too  free  even  in 
the  external  application  of  arfenic  for  any 
continuance,  it  will  be  apt  to  bring  on  pains 
in  the  extremities  and  other  difagreeable 
fymptoms.  But  in  this  mode  it  may  be  con¬ 
tinued  for  any  length  of  time  without  danger, 
for  as  I  always  fpread  the  ointment  as  thin 
as  poffible  upon  the  lint,  a  drachm  weight  of 
it  will  lad  for  feveral  dreffings,  and  that 
drachm  contains  no  more  than  ten  grains  of  the 
magnes,  in  which  there  are  but  five  of  arie- 
nic.  It  appears  to  me  that  the  difeafe  may 
always  be  palliated  and  the  progrefs  of  it 
checked  by  this  kind  of  mixture  3  and,  per¬ 
haps,  if  it  were  continued  for  many  months 
uninterruptedly  to  fmall  cancerous  fores  about 
the  face,  it  might  often  effect  a  cure  :  but  the 
great,  length  of  time  fometimes  required  to 
purfue  the  fame  method  with  advantage,  fre¬ 
quently  difeourages  the  patient  and  furgeon 
too  from  perfevering  as  they  ought.  I  have 

had 
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had  two  inftances  of  this,  one  of  a  cancer  on 
the  nofe,  the  other  the  noli  me  tangere  above- 
mentioned  ;  both  which  cafes  I  verily  believe 
would  have  been  completely  cured  by  a 
fteady  perfeverance  in  the  ufe  of  this  mild 
ointment,  had  it  not  been  for  the  reftleffnefs 
of  the  patients  and  their  anxiety  to  return  into 
the  country.  Nor  do  I  think  it  neeeflary  to 
add  the  opium  to  the  mixture,  unlefs  the 
crude  arfenic  be  ufed,  and  that  in  a  larger 
quantity,  for  the  application  is  fufficiently  • 
mild  without  it.  I  (hall  take  this  opportu¬ 
nity  to  mention  that  this  arfenical  ointment 
is  alfo  very  ufeful  in  fome  inveterate  ulcers, 
and  likewife  in  fcrophulous  fores.  I  was  firft 
induced  to  try  it  in  fcrophulous  ulcers,  from 
having  found  among  fome  of  Sir  Hans 
Sloane’s  manufcripts  that  the  magnes  arfeni- 
calis  was  mentioned  as  a  fpecific  againfl:  the 
fcrophula.  Though  I  cannot  boaft  of  hav¬ 
ing  found  it  entirely  fo,  yet  1  have  frequently 
ufed  the  magnes  alone  or  mixed  with  opium 

to 
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to  tbefe  fores,  and  particularly  to  the  carious 
parts  of  bones  in  them  with  very  good  effect. 

I  am  aware  that  fome  perfons  will  cenfure 
me  on  this  occaAon  for  endeavouring  to  in¬ 
troduce  into  practice  the  old  complicated  and 
frequently  l'evere  method  of  drefiing  fores, 
infiead  of  thofe  Ample  and  mild  dreffings  fo 
ftrongly  and  fo  juftly  recommended  by  all 
modern  writers  of  eAimation,  To  this  charre 

o 

I  anfwer,  that  no  man  can  be  a  greater  friend 
to  plain  dreffings  in  all  Ample  wounds  than 
I  am  ;  which  may  be  collected  from  what  has 
been  already  obferved  in  this  pamphlet  of 
my  having  entirely  banifiied  from  my  prac¬ 
tice  even  the  common  turpentine  dieAlngs  of 
bafiiicon,  or  the  green  ointment,  which  are 
ftill  almoft  in  univerfal  ufe.  Neither  do  I 
ever  employ  the  lunar  cauffic,  the  blue 
vitriol,  or  any  other  efcharotic  remedy, 
to  keep  under  thofe  luxuriant  granulations 
which  in  all  Ample  wounds,  particularly  in 
young  and  found  habits,  are.  fo  apt  to  rife 

G  above 
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above  the  edge  of  the  fkin,  and  prevent  cica¬ 
trization  ;  though  fuch  applications  are  dill 
in  common  ufe  for  this  purpofe.  To  thefe  I 
have  fubdituted  the  condant  and  moderate 
preffure  of  a  linen  roller,  wherever  the 
wounds  were  in  a  fituation  to  admit  of  its  be- 
ing  applied.  This  I  find  more  efxedual  than 
the  former  pradice,  and  it  is  certainly  much 
more  mild  ;  for  I  know,  from  my  own  ex¬ 
perience,  that  even  the  flighted  touch  of  the 
blue  vitriol  upon  thefe  tender  granulations, 
occafions  no  inconfiderable  fmart,  which 
fometimes  continues  for  fome  hours  after  the 
drefiing.  But  there  is  a  difcrimination  to  be 
made  ;  for  however  I  may  be  an  advocate  for 
plain  drefiings  in  all  Ample  wounds,  yet 
there  are  ulcers,  tumours,  and  complicated 

fores,  the  treatment  of  which  may  require 

( 

the  exertion  of  every  effort  that  a  competent 
knowledge  of  the  materia  medica  can  fug¬ 
ged  to  us.  We  are,  indeed,  often  obliged 
to  feel  our  way  in  the  dark  in  fome  of  thefe 

cafes, 
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cafes,  and  to  vary  our  applications  till  expe¬ 
rience  diredls  us  to  one  that  can  even  procure 
tolerable  eafe  to  our  patient.  Nor  are  we  to 
fuppofe  that  the  immenfe  ftore-houfe  of  na¬ 
ture  and  the  proceffes  of  the  chyrnical  art, 
have  in  vain  fupplied  us  with  fo  great  a  va¬ 
riety  of  fubftances,  the  properties  of  which 
are  fo  diftindt.  The  ftudy  of  topical  applica¬ 
tions  and  their  effe&s  is  perhaps  too  much 
negledted  in  this  age.  It  is  a  ftudy  not  to  be 
purfued  without  much  labour;  and  when  the 
knowledge  is  attained,  only  partially  (for  it 
never  can  be  completely)  is  not  calculated  to 
give  the  furgeon  that  degree  of  eminence 
which  he  , will  acquire  from  dexterity  in  ope¬ 
ration.  I  would,  therefore,  earneftly  recom¬ 
mend  to  the  young  furgeon  the  ftudy  or  na¬ 
tural  hiftory,  not  merely  as  a  fcience  of  no¬ 
menclature,  but  with  a  view,  as  Boerhave  ad- 
vifes  in  his  Methodus  Studendi  Medicinam, 
to  acquire  an  early  infight  into  the  properties 
of  bodies :  that  by  combining  this  knowledge 

G  2  with 
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with  the  nature  of  the  complaint  he  is  to 
treat,  and  with  experience,  he  may  be  led 
to  a  rational  application  of  it.  This  will  ef¬ 
fectually  fccure  him  from  having  recourfe  to 
thofe  unmeaning  combinations  with  which 
difpenfatories  abound  ;  and  the  abfurdity  of 
which  has  been  the  caufe  of  the  difgrace  and 
negledt  of  topical  applications,  though  much 
benefit  might  accrue  from  a  prudent  and  fci- 
entific  management  of  them. 

In  page  62  of  this  work  it  has  been  ob- 
ferved,  that  I  had  found  a  preparation  of 
arfenic  and  fulphur  ufeful  in  removing  the 
offenfive  fmell  of  cancers.  The  method  of 
making  this  preparation  and  the  proportions 
are  as  follow :  take  of  fulphur  in  impalpa¬ 
ble  powder,  four  pounds  1  of  white  arfenic 
in  impalpable  powder,  one  pound;  mix 
them,  and  put  them  into  a  fmall  glafs  re¬ 
tort,  place  them  in  a  fand  heat,  and  lute  on 
a  long  neck  and  a  receiver.  Raife  the  fire 
gradually  until  the  mixture  be  fufed.  The 

fixed 
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fixed  mafs  is  the  part  to  be  levigated  for  ufe, 
the  fublimed  part  is  to  be  reje&ed. 

This  was  the  preparation  which  I  had  given 
internally  in  the  proportion  of  five  grains  of 
arfenic  in  the  day  without  producing  any  per¬ 
nicious  effects.  From  this  circumftance,  and 
confequently  from  the  little  rifque  there  ap¬ 
peared  to  be  in  ufing  it  externally,  I  was  in¬ 
clined  to  entertain  hopes  that  it  might  not 
only  correct  the  ofFenfive  fmell,  but  alfo  be 
attended  with  more  complete  fuecefs  in  thefe 
cafes.  I  had  very  good  reafon  indeed  to  be 
fatisfied  with  its  effe&s  in  the  few  cafes  I 
have  hitherto  had  an  opportunity  of  trying 
it  in,  and  which  were  of  the  worfi:  kind.  It 
gave  fcarce  any  pain,  it  corre&ed  the  fmell 
and  the  difcharge3  it  alleviated  the  painful 
fiate  of  the  difeafe,  and  checked  its  rapid  pro- 
*  grefs,  if  it  did  nothing  more.  But  even  this 
mild  application  I  found  could  not  be  ufed  in 
all  cancers  without  danger,  of  which  I  fhall 
candidly  relate  the  inftance. 


A  lady 
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A  lady  who  had  been  attacked  with  a  fe- 
vere  paralytic  complaint,  of  which  (he  flill 
had  the  remains  in  the  difficulty  of  her  fpeech, 
put  herfelf  under  my  care,  with  an  exceeding 
bad  ulcerated  cancer  from  which  (he  fuffered 
much  pain.  Apprehending  the  confequences 
of  even  the  fmalleft  quantity  of  arfenic  ufed 
in  a  habit  addi&ed  to  pally,  I  thought  it  ne- 
ceffary  to  apprize  the  family,  that  my  appli¬ 
cations  being  of  an  arfenical  nature  I  could 
not  anfwer  for  the  effedt  they  might  produce 
in  fuch  a  habit.  But  fo  eager  was  the  patient 
to  try  for  relief,  and  fo  defperate  wras  her  pre¬ 
fect  fituatron,  that  it  was  agreed  we  fhouid 
run  the  rifque  of  the  application,  and  if  it 
fhouid  caufe  any  alarming  fymptom  it  might 
then  be  left  off.  I  proceeded  wdth  all  pof- 
fible  caution,  and  as  the  fore  was  very  large 
and  deep,  and  would  confequently  require 
feme  quantity  of  the  powder  to  cover  its  whole 
(iirface,  I  made  it  weaker  than  ufual,  by  mix¬ 
ing  it  with  equal  parts  of  the  flowers  of  zinc. 

The 
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The  fore  was  fo  much  mended  by  this  in  a 
fhort  time,  and  the  patient  fo  evidently  re¬ 
lieved,  that  the  fatisfadtion  experienced  from 
this  change,  made  us  overlook  or  not  pay  fuf- 
ficient  attention  to  fome  apparent  trifling 
weaknefs  in  the  leg  attended  with  flight 
fpafms.  But  thefe  fymptoms  continuing  and 
increafing,  I  could  no  longer  doubt  that  they 
were  owen  to  the  abforption  of  the  arfenic 

from  fo  large  a  furface  as  the  fore  exhibited. 

\ 

I  therefore  deflfted  from  the  ufe  of  this  ap¬ 
plication,  and  drefled  with  nothing  more  than 
flowers  of  zine  and  fulphur  combined.  But 
notwithftanding  this  precaution  my  patient 
did  not  long  furvive  this  frefli  attack. 

From  this  fadt  we  muft  conclude,  that 
is  neceflary  to  abftain  entirely  from  any  arfe- 
nical  application  in  paralytic  habits;  and  that 
where  the  furface  of  the  fore  is  very  large,  as 
it  was  in  this  cafe,  and  confequently  the  ab- 
forbent  power  confiderable,  we  (hould  ufe  it 
with  extreme  caution. 

G  4 
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I  am  now  19  give  the  account  which  1 
promifed  before  of  my  fuccefsful  treat¬ 
ment  of  a  cancer  of  another  kind,  by  a 
method  fomewhat  different  from  any  of  the 
preceding.  This  difhrder  was  produced 
from  a  venereal  infection.  The  patient  who 
applied  to  me  in  this  cafe,  had  had  four 
months  before  feme  chancres  on  the  prepuce. 
He  had  rubbed  in  a  quantity  of  mercurial 
ointment,  and  taken  mercury  freely  inter¬ 
nally.  He  had  alfo  taken  the  decodlions  ufu- 
aliy  preferihed  in  thefe  cafes,  but  all  to  no 
purpofe.  When  he  applied  to  me,  in  the 
month  of  May,  1776,  the  chancres  were  con¬ 
verted  into  an  eroding  cancerous  ulcer,  which 
had  then  eaten  away  moft  cf  the  glans  penis, 
had  feized  upon  the  corpora  cavernofa,  and 
had  deftroyed  the  greateft  part  of  the  pre¬ 
puce*.  The  wound  was  full  of  ill-con- 

1 

ditioned 

*  f  am  aware  here  of  the  diftin&ion  fo  properly 
efhblifhed  by  an  ingenious  French  writer,  MrPerilhe, 
in  his  efTay  on  cancers,  between  what  is  called  the  true 
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ditioned  floughs,  was  extremely  offenfive  and 
very  painful.  The  fkiri  at  a  confiderable  dis¬ 
tance  from  the  edge  of  the  ulcer  was  quite 
black  and  leaned  in  a  fcate  of  mortification. 
This  livid  appearance  of  the  fkin  extended 

cancer  and  the  cancerous  ulcer,  the  latter  of  which  he 
fays  fometimes  admits  of  a  cure.  The  cafe  here  def- 
cribed  may  perhaps  be  thought  more  properly  to  come 
under  the  laft:  appellation  :  yet  as  this  diftindtion  feems 
not  to  have  been  fo  precifely  drawn,  but  that  in  many 
cafes  it  may  be  difficult  to  afeertain  to  which  clafs  the 
diftemper  belongs  ;  it  has  been  thought  proper  to  in- 
fert  this  cafe  here,  more  efpeciallyas  notwithftanding 
the  acknowledgment  that  cancerous  ulcers  fometimes 
admit  of  cure,  there  have  been  no  certain  rules  laid 
down  for  the  general  management  of  them.  There  is 
the  greater  reafen  for  this,  as  the  ufual  treatment  of  this 
terrible  and  rapid  cancerous  ulcer  fucceeding  the  vene¬ 
real  taint,  is  to  the  be  ft  of  my  knowledge  moftly  unfuc- 
cefsful.  In  one  of  the  inftances  that  fell  under  my  no¬ 
tice  the  tefticles  were  laid  quite  bare,  and  hung  loofe  as 
if  the  integuments  had  been  differed  from  them  $  in 
another,  the  ulcer  had  eaten  away  the  integuments  and 
mufcles  of  the  abdomen,  and  the  inteftines  came  out 
at  the  aperture.  It  will  not  be  improper  to  add,  that 
in  thefe  inftances  the  mercury  had  been  continued  to 
the  laft  ;  a  circumftance  which  determined  me  to  lay 
afide  the  ufe  of  it  in  the  prefent  cafe. 


itfelf 
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itfelf  even  to  the  root  of  the  upper  part  of  the 
penis,  and  was  creeping  on  by  a  red  duflty 
line  to  the  integuments  of  the  belly.  I  did 
not  judge  that  there  was  any  fuccefs  to  be 
expected  from  the  amputation  of  the  part 
while  the  mortification  feemed  to  be  in  its 
full  career.  Neither  was  I  inclined  to  ufe  the 
arfenical  cauftic  here,  left  the  efehar  produced 
by  it  fhould  deftroy  too  much  of  the  penis, 
the  remains  of  which  I  was  anxious  to  pre- 
ferve.  On  the  other  hand  there  appeared  to 
be  an  abfolute  necefiity  of  taking  fome  effec¬ 
tual  method  to  ftop  the  progrefs  of  the  dis¬ 
order,  which  mud  otherwife  foon  prove  fatal 
to  the  patient.  It  then  occurred  to  me  that 
I  had  met  with  an  account  of  a  medicine 
confiding  of  equal  parts  of  crude  fait  am¬ 
moniac,  arum  root,  and  crab’s  claws  in  fine 
powder,  having  been  ufed  with  good  fuccefs 
in  cancers  *.  From  the  pungency  of  the 

arum 

*  At  the  time  of  my  reading  this,  which,  to  the 
beft  of  my  recollection  was  in  a  book  of  voyages,  I  had 

taken 
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arum  root,  the  quickning  power  of  the  fait 
ammoniac,  and  the  utility  of  abforbent  pow¬ 
ders  in  all  cancerous,  foetid,  and  malignant 
ulcers  ;  1  judged  this  combination  to  be  pe¬ 
culiarly  adapted  to  the  prefent  cafe,  and  there¬ 
fore  determined  to  try  it  in  lieu  of  the  arfeni- 
cal  cauftic,  for  the  reafons  above-mentioned > 
with  a  full  refolution  to  alter  my  plan  if  fome 
remarkable  change  were  not  foon  produced 
by  this  joined  to  other  efforts.  Accordingly, 
I  dipped  pieces  of  lint  into  my  liquid,  and 
placed  them  upon  all  the  black  and  livid 
parts  of  the  fkin,  even  to  the  edges  of  the 
fore,  dire&ing  my  patient  to  wet  thefe 
pledgits  twice  or  thrice  in  the  day  with  the 
liquid.  1  ftrewed  the  whole  furface  of  the 
ulcer  with  the  powder  above-mentioned, 
which,  notwithftanaing  the  apparently  dead 


taken  a  memorandum  of  the  matter  with  an  account  of 

t 

the  book  I  had  extracted  it  from,  and  the  place  where 
the  remedy  was  faid  to  have  been  tried.  But  the  lofs 
of  my  papers  prevents  me  from  gratifying  the  curiofity 
of  my  readers  in  thefe  particulars. 


Houghs 
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Houghs  upon  it,  was  dill  fo  aCtive  as  to  be 
fenfibly,  though  not  feverely  felt.  The  pills 
with  martial  flowers  were  at  the  fame  time 
taken  freely,  and  that  nothing  might  be 
omitted  from  which  the  lead:  advantage  was 
to  be  expected,  I  advifed  my  patient  to  go 
into  the  hemlock  bath  every  other  day,  and 
to  flay  in  it  from  .half  an  hour  to  an  hour. 
All  my  directions  were  punctually  followed ; 
and  there  was  fo  favourable  an  alteration  in 
a  (Inert  time,  that  1  was  encouraged  to  per- 
fevere  in  the  fame  methods.  In  lefs  than  a 
month  the  ikin  near  the  root  of  the  penis 
had  entirely  recovered  its  life,  and  mod;  of 
the  livid  appearances  were  vanifhed.  The 
doughs  were  in  a  great  me  a  fun?  feparated, 
and  the  wound  itfelf  had  a  quick  and  lively 
afpeCt.  But  it  was  impoflible  to  prevent 
fome  of  the  blacked:  part  of  the  fkjn,  at  the 
edges  of  the  fore  on  the  upper  part  of  the 
penis,  from  coming  away  in  floughs,  and 
thus  enlarging  the  fore.  The  powder  now 

*  occafioned 
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occafioned  a  very  confiderable  fmart,  from 
the  wound  being  in  a  more  fenfible  ftate. 
This  fmart  was  very  {harp  on  the  fir  ft  appli¬ 
cation,  but  the  violence  of  it  foon  abated, 
though  it  fometimes  continued  troublefome 
for  an  hour  or  two  after  the  dreffing.  X 
obferved  alfo  with  chagrin,  that  as  feme  parts 
of  the  fore  healed  others  grew  worfe ;  the 
ulcers  ftill  continuing  to  corrode  the  under 
part  of  the  glans  and  the  corpora  cavernofa, 
fo  that  my  patient  was  obliged  to  compound 
with  the  lofs  of  a  greater-  part  of  the  penis 
than  I  at  firft  hoped.  However,  by  perfe- 
vering  fteadily  in  this  courfe,  the  progrefs  of 
the  diforder  w*as  gradually  flopped,  and  the 
wounds  were  all  healed  in  about  two  months 
from  his  firft  application  to  me.  No  iooner 
was  this  effected,  than  my  patient,  to  my 
great  furprize,  was  feized  with  Iwellings  and 
pains  in  the  extremities,  and  venereal  ulcers 
on  the  tonfils,  which  plainly  indicated  the 
communication  of  the  original  virus  over  the 

whole 
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whole  habit.  He  had,  indeed,  complained  of 
a  forenefs  in  his  throat  for  about  a  fortnight 
before  the  cancerous  ulcers  were  clofed,  but 
as  there  appeared  nothing  more  upon  infpec- 
tion  at  that  time,  than  an  enlargement  of  the 
tonfils  without  any  ulceration,  I  concluded 
that  this  appearance  was  owen  to  his  having 
caught  cold.  But  now  the  difeafe  was 
manifeft,  and  though  the  former  copious  ad- 
miniftration  of  mercury  had  failed  in  this 
cafe,  yet  I  now  judged  it  neceffary  again  to 
have  recourfe  to  mercurial  fridions,  aided  by 
the  internal  ufe  of  the  fublimate.  I  imagined 
alfo  that  the  failure  of  this  remedy  in  the  firft 
inftance  hadheenowentoits  not  being  brought 
fufficiently  into  adion,  (a  circumflance  which 
I  am  apt  to  think  occurs  more  frequently 
than  is  commonly  fuppofed)  I  ordered  my 

patient  to  live  very  freely  during  his  courfe  of 
mercury,  and  gave  him  at  the  fame  time 
warm  volatile  medicines,  to  Annulate  the 
vafcular  and  mufeular  fyftem  of  the  body, 

and 
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and  thus  increafe  the  power  of  the  mercury. 

I  aifo  took  particular  care  by  the  ufe  of  the'hot 
bath  *,  and  diuretic  deco&ions,  and  by  fuf- 
pending  occafionally  the  ufe  of  the  mercury 
for  a  day  or  two,  to  divert  it  from  what  feems 
its  favourite  channel,  the  falival  glands.  By 
thefe  methods  he  was  entirely  cured  of  all  his 

/  •  V  v 

complaints  in  about  two  months  more,  and 
is  at  this  prefent  time  in  the  moft  perfect 
health. 

This  cafe  feems  to  point  out  the  following 
lingular  circumftance ;  that  the  cancerous 
ulcer  fucceeding  to  a  venereal  infection,  is 
both  independent  of  the  original  difeafe  and 
conne&ed  with  it.  Independent  with  re- 
fpeCt  to  the  mode  of  treatment,  and  yet  con¬ 
nected  with  it  fo  far  as  to  imply  that  the 

*  Not  the  tepid  bath,  which  is  ufually  preferibed 
in  thefe  cafes  in  what  is  called  the  Montpelier  method, 
with  intentions  very  different  from  mine.  But  my 
fentiments  on  this  head  will  be  fully  explained  in  fome 

obfervations  on  the  venereal  difeafe,  which  I  propofe  to 
offer  to  the  public  when  they  are  collected  and  thrown 
into  fome  kind  of  order, 

original 
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original  virus  is  not  yet  deJlroyed  but  ftill  ex- 
ids  in  the  habit.  It  appears  to  me,  indeed, 
that  this  venereal  cancer  differs  very  little 
from  a  complete  fphacelusof  the  part:  and 
this  idea  may  furnifh  us  with  the  reafon  why 
a  continued  ufe  of  mercury  by  breaking 
down  the  texture  of  the  blood,  and  relaxing 
all  the  folids,  feems  rather  to  aggravate  than 
relieve  this  fymptom  of  the  venereal  difeafe, 
if  it  may  be  fo  called.  It  is  evident,  indeed, 
that  wherever  there  is  a  tendency  to  fphacela- 
tion,  it  muft  unavoidably  be  encouraged  by 
any  medicine  that  produces  fuch  effects  as 
thefe  in  the  animal  ceconomy. 

I  now  proceed  to  fpeak  of  cancers  of  the 
womb,  which  I  fhall  confider  in  the  clafs  of 
ulcerated  cancers,  as  I  believe  they  generally 
are  when  they  come  under  our  notice.,. 

I  have  been  confulted  only  in  four  cafes  of 
the  cancer  of  the  uterus,  and  all  of  them  in 
the  mod:  advanced  {late.  In  two  of  them  I 
did  no  good  or  very  little ;  in  the  other  two 

I  gave 
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I  gave  much  relief,  and  in  one  of  them  pro¬ 
longed  life  with  tolerable  comfort  for  a  con- 
fiderable  time.  This  was  the  firft  cafe  of  the 
kind  I  was  confulted  for,  and  as  I  have  got 
Dodtor  Hunter's  defcription  of  the  cafe  by 
me,  written  by  himfelf  after  his  examination 
of  the  patient  at  my  requeft,  before  fhe  put 
herfelf  under  my  care,  I  cannot  do  better 
than  to  give  it  in  his  own  words. 

Nov.  14,  1773. 

<c  This  day,  upon  examining  Mrs. - , 

iC  I  find  little  or  no  difcharge,  or  offenfive 
<c  fmell :  fo  far  fhe  is  better  than  when  I  ex- 
<c  amincd  her  laft,  about  three  or  four  months 
<c  ago,  during  which  time  fhe  has  done  no- 
<c  thing  but  drink  the  decodt.  farfaparillaa. 
“  Her  principal  complaint  at  prefent  is  an 
<c  almoft  perpetual  call  to  make  water,  with 
<c  an  uneafy  urging  preflure  dpwnwards. 

She  has  pafled  fome  fmall  gravel  ^  and  her 
<£  urine  depofits  large  quantities  of  very 
ct  tough  flime.  No  hardnefs  or  tumour  is  to 

II  c<  be 


cc  be  felt  outwardly  in  the  hypogaftric  re- 
“  gion  ;  but  on  introducing  the  linger  into 
<c  the  vagina,  I  Hill  find  what  I  fhould  fup- 

'  •  1  r  •  '  # 

“  pofe  to  be  an  incurable  induration  of  all 
<c  the  parts  at  the  upper  end  of  the  vagina, 
c<  and  which  I  fhould  fuppofe  to  be  in  a 
<l  fchirrhous  Hate  that  is  introductory  to  ulce- 
tC  ration  and  cancer.  The  hardnefs  with  in- 
“  equality  of  furface  begins  about  half  an 
“  inch  within  the  extremity  of  the  urethra, 
<c  and  about  half  an  inch  more  inwards 
<c  ftill,  the  vagina  is  contracted  into  a  hard 
ct  round  ring,  little  larger  than  juft  to  allow 
<c  the  laft  joint  of  my  finger  (which  is  fmall) 
<c  to  pafs.  The  point  of  the  finger  meets 
<f  there  with  a  fofter  round  piece  of  fiefh, 
l<  probably  a  fungus ;  and  the  ring  with  all 

■  ,  »  i 

C£  the  parts  furrounding  it  are  fo  firmly  fixed 
that  a  pretty  firm  preffure  gives  them  no 
“  motion,  nor  does  it  give  her  pain.  This 
“  hard  ring  would  naturally  pafs  for  the 
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Qi  os  uteri,  but  I  think  it  is  too  near  the  ex- 
cc  ternal  parts  to  be  any  thing  but  vagina.” 

Such  was  the  (late  of  the  cafe  as  given  me 
by  Doctor  Hunter,  to  which  I  fhall  only  add 
that  this  perpetual  call  to  make  water  was 
the  miferv  of  her  life  :  fo  that  fhe  fcarce  ever 
dared  to  go  abroad,  could  not  fuffer  the  jolt¬ 
ing  of  a  coach,  and  was  frequently  fcarce  able  to 
remain  for  one  quarter  of  an  hour  together  in 
the  fame  pofture.  When  {he  add  r  died  herfelf  to 
me  to  know  whether  I  thought  my  medicines 
would  be  of  any  fervice  to  her,  I  freely  de- 
dared  that  it  was  a  queftjon  I  could  give  no 
fatisfa&ory  anfwer  to,  not  having  experienced 
them  in  any  cafe  of  the  kind,  Befide,  that 
they  were  cafes,  which  not  admitting  of  any 
furgical  operation,  nor  indeed  of  any  immedi¬ 
ate  topical  application,  except  from  injections, 
did  not  fo  commonly  fail  under  the  cogni¬ 
zance  of  the  furgeon.  That  I  could  not, 
therefore,  take  upon  me  to  promife  her  any 
relief,  but  that  if  the  knowledge  (he  had  of 

II  2  what 
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what  I  had  done  in  other  cancerous  com** 

plaints  made  her  inclined  to  try  the  effedt  of 

my  remedies,  I  could  take  upon  me  to  allure 

her  that  they  would  at  leaft  do  her  no  hurt, 

if  they  did  her  no  good.  She  refolved  then  to 

jput  herfelf  under  my  care,  and  the  method  I 

purfued  was  to  prefcribe  my  pills,  made 

with  flores  martiales,  to  order  the  hemlock 

bath, and  to  have  an  inje&ion  tnrownup,  com- 

pofed  of  a  flrong  deco&ion  of  hemlock  and 

* 

my  liquid  in  equal  parts ;  adding  to  or  dimin?- 
idling  the  quantity  of  the  liquid  as  I  found 
die  could  bear  it.  She  foon  took  twelve, 
fourteen,  and  fometimes  twenty  pills  in  the 
courfe  of  the  day,  each  containing  ten  grains. 
She  went  into  the  hemlock  bath  twice  a  week, 
and  (laid  in  it  from  half  an  hour  to  an  hour, 
and  die  ufed  the  injection  three  or  four  times 
in  the  day.  She  foon  grew  better  in  health  and 
freer  from  anxiety  and  unneafinefs,  and 
when  fhe  had  perfevered  in  this  method  for 
three  months  fhe  found  herfelf  fo  much  re¬ 
covered. 
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covered,  that  (lie  could  fit  quietly  in  company 
and  play  at  cards  as  other  people,  undifturbed 
by  thofe  frequent  calls  to  make  water  which 
bad  before  been  fo  troublefome  to  her.  She 
could  alfo  bear  to  go  out  in  her  coach,  and 
in  a  word,  was  fo  materially  relieved,  that  fhe 
confidered  herfelf  as  almoft  cured.  Though 
I  was  far  from  entertaining  fuch  fanguine 
hopes,  yet  it  is  certain  that  the  progrefs  of  the 
difeafe  was  fo  far  checked,  and  the  uneafinefs 
of  her  fituation  fo  thoroughly  removed,  that 
(he  lived  upwards  of  a  year  and  a  half  after 
her  firft  applying  to  me,  feveral  months  of 
which  period  fhe  palled  in  great  comfort  and 
eafe.  She  continued  the  bathing  and  pills 
during  all  the  fummerof  the  year  1774,  and 
remained  tolerably  well  till  the  beginning  of 
the  year  1775*  Her  complaints  began  then  to 
return,  and  continued  in  a  greater  or  lefs  de¬ 
gree  till  the  time  of  her  death  ;  but  they  never 
rofe  to  fuch  a  pitch  as  they  were  arrived  at 
when  fhe  firft  applied  to  me ;  for  in  the  few 

H  3  weeks 
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weeks  before  her  death  fhe  fuffered  more 

✓ 

from  a  continual  hedic  fever  than  from  her 
local  complaints,  though  it  mu  ft  be  owned 
thefe  were  likewife  much  exalperated,  parti¬ 
cularly  the  pain  fhe  ufed  to  complain  of  in 
her  back. 

It  is  neceflary  alfo  to  mention  that  upon 
the  firft  return  of  her  complaints  I  defired 
that  Dodor  Hunter  might  examine  her  again 
to  afeertain  the  ftate  of  the  parts.  This  he 
was  fo  kind  as  to  do,  and  to  give  me  again 
the  account  in  writing.  But  this  laft  paper  is 
among  the  many  I  have  loft,  fo  that  I  cannot 
even  afeertain  the  time  when  this  examination 
was  made.  To  the  heft  of  my  remembrance 
it  was  in  the  fpring  of  the  year  1775  ;  and 
it  is  but  juft  and  candid  to  declare  that  the 
tenor  of  this  laft  paper,  as  I  have  it  from  my 
memory,  fignified  that  the  Dodor  found 

little  or  no  alteration  either  for  the  better  or 

*  * 

the  worfe  in  the  ftate  of  the  parts  fi nee  his 
laft  examination  :  fo  that,  however  the  fymp- 
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toms  might  have  been  relieved,  the  difeafe 
feems  to  have  exifted  invariably  the  fame. 

Another  cafe  of  a  cancer  in  the  womb  to 
which  I  was  called  was  that  of  a  mantua- 
maker  in  Piccadilly.  She  appeared  to  me  fo 
near  death  when  firft  1  favv  her,  which  was 
in  the  month  of  February,  1774,  that  I  at¬ 
tempted  to  difiuade  her  from  doing  any  thing. 
But  (he  had  been  fo  ftronglv  perfuaded  of  the 
relief  I  had  afforded  in  the  cafe  above-men¬ 
tioned,  and  withal  fo  totally  overcome  with 
pain,  that  die  conjured  me  to  try  what  could 
be  done.  Her  pain  was  conftant,  fo  that  (he 
fcarce  got  any  red,  even  with  large  dofes  of 
opium*,  the  difcharge  from  the  uterus  wras  pro¬ 
digious,  conftantiy  wetting  through  numbers 
of  thick  cloaths  that  were  laid  under,  and  fre¬ 
quently  changed,  to  receive  it,  and  was  fo  in¬ 
tolerably  offenfive  that  one  could  fcarce  bear 
the  room.  Add  to  this  that  the  patient’s 
ftrength  was  totally  exhaufted,  and  her  com¬ 
plexion  changed  into  a  yellowcadaverous  hue. 
5*  :•  .  H  4  I  di- 
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I  dirfe£ted  her  to  go  into  the  hemlock  bath 
every  other  day,  and  to  take  the  pills  with 
flores  martiales  conftantly  and  freely.  De¬ 
plorable  as  this  cafe  feemed  to  be,  I  was 
aftonifhed  at  the  fudden  change  produced  in 
it.  In  three  weeks  time  the  patient’s  pains 
were  fo  far  leffened,  that  fhe  flept  comfortably 
with  much  lefs  opium  than  fhe  had  ufed  be¬ 
fore  in  vain  ;  and  her  ftrength  was  fo  far  re¬ 
covered  that  (lie  could  fit  up  befl  part  of  the 
day.  The  difcharge  was  fo  amazingly  re¬ 
duced  in  quantity,  that  it  was  not  in  the  lead 
troublefome  to  her,  and  the  fmell  of  it  was  in- 
offenfive.  Notwithftandincr  thefe  favourable 

O 

appearances,  {he  died  after  remaining  for  about 
four  months  in  a  languifhing  but  quiet  and 
calm  date,  free  from  the  violence  of  thofe 
fymptoms  that  had  excruciated  her  for  fo 
long  a  time  before  fhe  had  applied  to  me, 
and  which  nothing  fhe  had  hitherto  tried 
could  give  the  lead  relief  to.  Although  this 
cafe  was  fo  defperate,  that  it  could  not  cer¬ 
tainly 
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tainly  have  been  cohfidered  as  any  impeach¬ 
ment  of  the  method  if  no  effed  had  been  pro¬ 
duced  by  it,  yet  I  cannot  but  be  perfuaded 
that  befides  the  fpeedy  and  unexpected  alle¬ 
viation  of  all  the  fymptoms,  it  contributed  to 
allay  the  miferies  of  this  patient  during  the 
laft  months  cf  her  exiftence. 

The  third  patient  who  put  herfelf  under 

my  care  with  this  dreadful  complaint  was  a 

•  .*  ♦  * 

lady  of  quality.  The  lady  flattered  herfelf 
that  the  felt  fome  degree  of  relief  at  firft  ;  but 
for  my  own  part  I  freely  acknowledge  that  I 
do  not  think  the  received  the  ie aft  benefit.  It 
is  neceflary,  however,  to  obferve  that  her 

t  r  %  \ 

ftomach  being  very  weak  fhe  never  took  the 
martial  flowers  fo  freely  as  the  other  two  pa¬ 
tients. 

The  wife  of  a  furgeon  in  the  country,  was 
the  fubjed  of  the  fourth  cafe  of  the  cancer  of 
the  uterus  that  fell  under  my  notice.  Though 
the  patient  was  a  young  woman,  yet  her  cafe 
was  as  far  advanced  as  that  in  the  fecond 

inftance. 
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indance,  but  in  a  different  way.  Being  lefs 
corpulent  the  difcharge  was  lefs,  and  lefs  of- 
fenfive,  but  the  frequent  and  confiderable 
Ioffes  of  blood  fhe  fudained  had  reduced  her 
to  extreme  emaciation  and  weaknefs.  The 
relief  procured  in  this  indance  was  more 
marked  than  in  the  lad,  but  not  in  the  lead: 
to  be  compared  to  what  I  had  feen  in  the  two 
firfl  inftances.  My  patient  returned  into  the 
country,  and  died  a  little  more  than  two 
months  after  fhe  had  applied  to  me. 

It  has  often  been  obferved,  that  our  frequent 
failures  in  the  cure  of  the  cancer  of  the  bread, 

arife  principally  from  the  long  concealment 

\  * 

of  this  complaint,  proceeding  from  the  ill- 
judged  and  fatal  modefty  of  fome  women. 
The  difeafe  in  fome,  thus  becomes  unfit  for 
the  operation,  or  too  much  fixed  in  the  habit 
to  be  relieved  by  it.  This  bafhfulnefs  mild 
operate  much  more  drongly  with  women 
who  are  afflided  with  a  cancer  of  the  wombj 

•  .  i  ■  t  *  >  *  '  ■  ■  • 

and  howr  much  more  effedually  mud  it  pre¬ 


vent 
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vent  the  fuccefs  of  any  means  that  may  be 
attempted  to  cure  this  too  common  and  too 
fatal  diforder  of  the  fair  fex.  Neither  indeed 
could  women  prevail  upon  themfelves  to  dif- 
clofe  thefe  complaints  in  their  earlieft  ft  ages, 
which  I  am  inclined  to  think  they  often  do 
under  the  appearance  of  other  diforders ;  is 
there  any  determined  criterion  to  allure  the 
phyfician  or  furgeon  of  the  nature  of  the  dif-  . 
eale.  The  mod.  terrible  cancers  of  the  bread: 
fome times  proceed  from  almoft  imperceptible 

r 

beginnings,  or  from  fmall  fchirrhous  tumours, 
which  fhall  have  exifled  for  many  years  in 
the  body,  without  pain  or  trouble  to  the  pa¬ 
tient.  And  it  is  reafonable  to  prefume,  that 
thefe  uterine  complaints  may  arife  from  the 
fame  imperceptible  beginning?,  and  may  alfo 
continue  in  the  part  for  a  long  time  before 
they  exert  their  violence.  I  have  heard  many 
women  complain  of  a  pain  in  the  back, 
which  though  not  violent  at  firft,  and  coming 
on  only  at  intervals,  has  been  confidered  by 

them- 
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themfelves  and  by  the  medical  people  they 
confulted,  as  rheumatifm  or  gravel,  and  has 
been  treated  accordingly,  or  negle&ed  as  a 
thing  not  very  violent  and  that  vtould  of  itfelf 
wear  off.  This  is  fometimes  attended  with 
a  fluor  albus,  or  what  is  commonly  called  the 
whites,  in  which  cafe  the  pain  in  the  back  is 
often  attributed  to  debility  arifing  from  the 
difcharge.  I  fhrewdly  fufpe(5t  thefe  fymp- 
toms,  even  when  feparate,  to  indicate  fre¬ 
quently  the  beginning  of  the  cancer  in  utero, 
and  when  combined,  more  particularly  lb. 
It  is  neceffary  therefore  when  a  female  pa¬ 
tient  complains  of  pain  in  the  back  to  ex¬ 
amine  carefully  the  nature  and  feat  of  the 
pain.  If  it  be  rheumatic,  it  will  generally  be 
feated  about  the  fafcia  of  the  loins,  it  will  be 
exafperated  by  lying  in  bed,  and  more  feverely 
felt  upon  fir  ft  rifing  from  a  recumbent  pofture, 
and  it  will  be  alleviated  by  the  neceffary  mo¬ 
tion  and  exercife  of  the  day.  If  the  pain  proceed 
from  urinary  complaints  it  will  probably  be 

lea  ted 
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feated  higher  up  in  the  loins,  and  will  moft 
properly  be  diftinguifhed  by  the  other  con¬ 
comitant  fymptoms  of  thefe  affedions,  and 
by  their  yielding  to  the  ufual  remedies  pre¬ 
ferred  in  thefe  cafes.  But  if  the  pain  be  of 
that  pricking  darting  kind  fo  peculiar  to  the 
cancerous  affedion,  if  it  be  much  aggravated 
by  motion,  and  if  it  be  feated  lower  down 
than  the  fore-mentioned  complaints,  upon 
the  os  facrumu  and  particularly  if  it  be  attended 
with  a  difeharge  from  the  uterus,  though 
ever  fo  inoffenfive,  we  may  have  reafon  to 
fufped  an  incipient,  or  perhaps  a  more  ad¬ 
vanced  date  of  a  fchirrhous  of  the  womb.  If 
patients  were  examined  in  this  early  ftate,  by 
a  fkilFul  anatomift  and  an  experienced  and 
judicious  man-midwife,  well  verfed  in  the  na¬ 
tural  feel  of  the  parts,  the  true  nature  of  the 
difeafe  might  perhaps  be  afeertained. 

I  have  been  more  particular  in  endeavour¬ 
ing  to  trace  the  beginnings  of  thefe  uterine 

affedions  from  an  expedation  that  if  they 

could 
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could  be  difcovered  in  their  early  ftate,  they 
would  be  much  more  likely  to  yield  to  the 
ufe  of  the  hemlock  bath,  and  the  free  admi- 
niftration  of  the  flores  martiales,  joined  with 
aftringent  injections,  than  other  cancerous 

difeafes.  Thefe  expectations  have  been  raifed 

-\  » 

in  me,  not  only  by  the  experience  of  their 
efFeCt  in  the  preceding  cafes,  but  alfo  by  the 
accidental  difcovery  of  the  great  effeCt  of  the 
flores  martiales  in  the  liberal  dofes  I  have 
ufed  them,  in  curing  the  fluor  albus ;  a  cir- 
cumftance  which  I  hinted  at  in  the  former 
part  of  this  work.  I  am  not  ignorant  that  this 
medicine  has  been  prefcribed  by  many  per- 
fons  in  this  common  but  troublefome  diftem- 
per ;  but  it  has  been  ufed  in  fuch  fparing 
dofes,  that  its  great  and  peculiar  efficacy  has 
not  been  afcertained.  A  phyfician  of  great 
learning  and  eminence  to  whom  I  had  fre¬ 
quently  communicated  my  thoughts  on  this 
fubjeCl,  affured  me  that  he  bad  not  met  with 

i  * 

anv  difeafe  more  rebellious  than  this.  He 

alfo 
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alfo  informed  me  that  he  had  found  the  flores 
martiales  the  moft  effedtual  remedy  againft 
it,  but  having  never  given  it  in  fuch  liberal 
dofes  as  are  mentioned  in  this  performance, 
this  may  have  been  the  reafon  of  his  not  hav¬ 
ing  fucceeded  fo  fully  as  he  might  probably 
have  done.  My  experience  of  it,  indeed,  is 
only  accidental,  and  therefore  not  extenfive, 
becaufe  thefe  cafes  fall  ufually  under  the  no- 
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tice  of  the  phyfician,  and  belong  properly 
tq  his  province.  Some  few  of  my  cance¬ 
rous  patients  have  informed  me  of  their 
being  completely  cured  of  the  whites  while 
they  were  taking  the  martial  flowers  for  their 
other  complaints.  One  of  them,  I  afterwards 
was  informed,  had  had  this  difcharge  to  a 
moft  violent  degree,  and  had  previoufly  taken 
a  number  of  medicines  for  it  without  the  leaft 
effedt.  This  circumftance  hafted  me  to  try 
it  in  feme  cafes  of  obftinate  gleets  in  men,  in 
which  I  have  moft  frequently  found  it  effec¬ 
tual,  though  not  univerfally  fo.  This  may 
perhaps  be  accounted  for,  from  the  difficulty 

of 
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of  prevailing  upon  men  who  are  always  run- 
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ing  about  to  confine  themfelves  to  a  fteady 
perfeverance  in  fwallowing  a  great  number  of 
pills  every  day. 

Before  I  clofe  this  part  of  the  work  refpedi- 
ing  ulcerated  cancers,  it  will  not  be  improper 
to  give  the  prefcription  for  making  the  liquid 
fo  frequently  mentioned,  as  it  is  to  be  found  in 
the  writer  from  whom  I  took  it  *,  with  a 
(hort  account  of  the  performance  that  con¬ 
tains  it.  The  pamphlet  was  publifhed  in 
Latin,  at  Vienna,  in  176 7,  and  is  written  by 
Francis  Xaverius  de  Mare,  who  ftiles  him- 
felf  Dodor  of  philofophy  and  phyfic.  The 

*  When  I  firft  ufed  this  liquid,  I  had  not  the  origi¬ 
nal  book  in  which  the  prefcription  is ;  but  copied  it  from 
a  periodical  work  in  which  it  was  tranfcribed,  and 
which  Doctor  Garthfhore  (the  perfon  from  whom 
Doftor  Morris  had  received  his  information  concern¬ 
ing  it)  was  fo  obliging  to  lend  me  for  that  purpofe. 
A  confiderable  time  after  this  I  had  the  original  work 
imported  from  Vienna,  being  verydefirous  to  fee  the 
whole  of  a  performance  from  part  of  which  I  had 
reaped  fuch  advantage* 


/ 
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title  of  the  book  is,  Tr afflatus  Medico  chirur- 
cico-chemicus ,  de  cancro  et  fpina  ventofa  cu - 
rabilibus  per  medicamentum  bafflenus  fccre- 
ium ,  nunc  communicatum. 

From  this  title  we  fee  that  the  writer  ap¬ 
plies  his  liquid  to  the  cure  of  the  fpina  ventofa, 
as  well  as  of  the  cancer.  The  account  he  gives 
of  the  nature  and  progrefs  of  thefe  diforders 
does  not,  however,  contain  any  thing  new 
or  worthy  of  remark.  There  are  only  four 
cafes  adduced  in  fuppcrt  of  the  utility  of  its 
application,  and  three  of  thefe  appear  to  be 
fcrophulous,  though  he  calls*  one  a  fpina  ven¬ 
tofa.  His  dire&ions  for  applying  the  liquid, 
are  to  fmeer  the  edges  of  the  fores  and  all  the 
indurated  parts  with  it,  by  means  of  a  pencil 
brufh  three  or  four  times  in  the  day,  and  to 
fuffer  the  part  to  remain  expo  fed  to  the  air 
till  the  liquid  dries  upon  it ;  fo  that  he  has  not 
ufed  it  near  fo  liberally  as  I  have  done  finee. 
His  mode  of  preparing  it  I  (hall  give  in  his 
own  words :  Ri.  Ramentor.  ferri  lotor.  et 

I  fupra 
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fupra  ignem  in  vafe  aperto  ficcatorum  & 
minutiffime  contuforum 5  ialis  armoniaci  in 
pulverem  redadti  aa  unc.  iv.  Mixta  dentur  in 
retortam  terream  optime  in  fundo  etcircum- 
ferentia  lege  artis  munitam,  imponatur  haec 
capellse,  admoveatur  vas  vitreum  recipiens, 
quod  bene  lutetur :  detur  ignis  in  gradu  di- 
geffionis,  &  dum  retorta  calefieri  incipit  y  au- 
geatur  fucceffive  ad  fublimationis,  finitaque 
fublimatione  ad  calcinationis  gradu m.  Hoc 
fadto  fucceffivae  refrigerationi  committatur 
retorta,  et  ex  refrigerata  fradtaque  accipiatur 


calcinatum  in  fundo  haerens,  caput  mortuum 
teratur,  et  fubigatur  minutiffime  in  mortario 
lapideo,  dein  fubadtum  imponatur  in  vas  vi¬ 
treum  et  affundantur  fpiritus  vini  redtinca- 
tiffimi  Empyreumaticum  odorem  non  redo- 
lentis  Ibij.  Agitentur  fepius  primis  odto  horis: 
pcfl:  viginti  quatuor  boras  agitatis  denuo  infiil 
letur  tribus  quatuorve  interffitiis  obfervatis, 
acerrimi,  ut  vulgo  vocatur,  olei  vitrioli  nigri 
one.  i~— ad  quamvis  inftillationem  Temper 


mixta 
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mixta  agitando  ;  deinde  in  quiete  permittan- 
tur  per  viginti  quatuor  horas,  his  elapfis  de- 
cantetur  tindura,  refiduo  vero  in  fundo  affun- 
dantur  prioris  fpiritus  vini  lbij.  Agitentur  ite- 

rum  pluries,  dein  extradio  de  novo  relinqua- 

^  .  1 

tur  per  viginti  quatuor  horas ;  his  tranfadis 

inftilletur  iterum,  ut  prius,  oiei  vitrioli  fupra- 
didi  unc:  i.  Effervefcentia  finita  vero  infun- 
dantur  fpiritus  tartari  fimplicis  unc.  iv. 
Agitentur  et  finita  agitatione  aliquoties  re- 
petita  relinquantur  in  vale  per  viginti  quatuor 
horas ;  his  elapfis  fecunda  hcec  folutio  mif- 
ceatur  priori  decantata:,  et  optime  fimul  agi¬ 
tentur,  tunc  parata  eft  ad  ufum  Panacea 
nostra  anti-cancrosa. 

This  is  a  very  elaborate  procefs,  and  it  is 
evident  that  a  tindure  of  the  fame  properties 
might  be  made  with  much  lefs  trouble.  But 
I  chofe  not  to  depart  from  the  prefeription, 
and  ufed  it  juft  as  it  is  here  fet  down.  I 
varied  it  afterwards  by  omitting  the  oil  of 
vitriol  and  the  oil  of  tartar,  where  I  did  not 

I  2  think 
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think  them  neceffary.  My  firft  motive, 
indeed,  for  employing  it  was  the  fait  am¬ 
moniac  ufed  in  it,  but  I  am  fince  convinced 
that  the  addition  of  the  fteel  has  a  very 
confiderable  fhare  in  its  virtues.  Perhaps 

t  i 

fome  may  think  that  its  effeds  depend 

"entirely  upon  this  lift  fubftance,  that  there  is 

—  \  f  * 

little  of  the  fait  ammoniac  in  the  tindure,  and 
that  the  only  ufe  of  this  fait  in  the  procefs  is 
to extradagreaterproportionof  the  iron.  How¬ 
ever  this  may  be,  it  is  certain  that  this  liquid, 

or  one  of  a  fimilar  kind,  is  likely  to  prove  a 
very  ferviceable  topic,  the  ufe  of  which  may 
hereafter  be  extended.  For  befides  the  evi¬ 
dent  advantages  obtained  from  it  in  the  firft 
cafe  defcribed  in  this  work,  I  have  found  it 
very  ufefu!  in  diffipating  recent  fchirrhous  tu¬ 
mours,  as  will  be  fhewn  hereafter;-  in  reviv¬ 
ing  cancerous  indurations  or  checking  their 
progrefs;  and  in  alleviating  the  darting  pain 
of  the  fchirrhus.  It  is  alfo  ufeful  in  foftening 
the  callous  edges  of  ulcers  and  in  flopping 

the 


the  advances  of  putrefaction,  as  in  the  in¬ 
fiance  before  adduced  of  the  cancerous  ulcer 
of  the  penis 3  and  in  another  of  a  very  large 
and  moft  alarming  anthrax  or  carbuncle  be¬ 
tween  the  fhoulders,  where  it  was  ufed  with 
remarkable  fuccefs.  But  there  is  another  dif- 
eafe  which  is  frequently  very  troublefome, 
and  againfl  which  this  liquid  feems  to  aft 
with  peculiar  efficacy,  this  is,  venereal  warts. 
I  never  knew  it  fail  in  this  complaint  3  but  as 
it  is  a  very  common  one,  and  often  relieved 
by  other  means,  I  (hall  onlyadduceone  inftance 
of  this  kind,  becaufe  it  is  of  fuch  a  nature  that 
it  feems  to  put  the  fuperiority  of  this  appli¬ 
cation  in  this  cafe  beyond  a  doubt. 

In  the  year  1774  a  young  man  applied  to 
me  who  had  been  in  St.  Thomas’s  hofpital 
with  a  confirmed  lues.  When  he  came  to  me, 
all  his  glans  penis  was  totally  furrounded  and 

covered  with  warts,  fo  that  it  exhibited  the 
appearance  of  a  cauliflower.  Thefe  warts 

were  extremely  painful,  and  fo  large  that  he 

I  2  could 


could  not  bring  the  prepuce  over  them. 

Having  been  under  very  fkilful  hands,  every 

known  method  had  been  tried  to  cure  him  of 

this  difagreeable  complaint.  He  had  been 

falivated,  the  warts  had  been  fumigated  with 
*  *  .  ..  *. 

cinnabar,  cauftics  both  mercurial  and  others 

had  been  applied,  but  with  no  fuccefs.  They 
had  alfo  been  cut  off  clofe  to  their  bafe,  and 
nctwithftanding  every  precaution  taken  to 
keep  them  down  afterwards,  they  flill  fprout- 
ed  afrefh,  and  grew  to  their  former  fize,  fo 
that  they  were  deemed  incurable.  I  was 
very  careful'  in  inquiring  what  had  been  done 
for  him,  and  he  being  an  intelligent  lad,  gave 
me  full  information,  for  not  having  tried  the 
liquid  in  thefe  cafes,  1  knew  nothing  of  its 
effedt,  and  intended  therefore  to  try  the  Sa¬ 
vin  powder  with  him,  till  he  affured  me 
that  had  alfo  been  ufed  to  no  purpofe.  I 
then  refolved  to  try  the  liquid,  which  was 
applied  by  dipping  a  pencil  bru£h  into  it, 
and  touching  all  the  warts,  leaving  them  ex- 
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pofed  to  the  air  till  they  became  dry.  But 
the  warts  were  at  firft  fo  exquiflteiy  fenfible, 
that  he  could  not  bear  the  pungency  of  the 
liquid.  In  order,  therefore,  to  remove  this 

#».  WS.  •  -m*  -X  ■  ‘ 

tendernefs  of  the  parts,  I  gave  him  fome  ex- 
prefled  juice  of  hemlock,  with  which  I  di¬ 
rected  him  to  wafh  the  warts  frequently  in 
the  courfe  of  the  day.  This  fucceeded  to 
my  wifhes,  fo  that  in  a  few  days  he  was 
able  to  bear  the  liquid,  which  in  about  fix 
weeks  entirely  removed  all  his  w’arts,  and 
that  with  very  little  pain.  When  I  have  ufed 
this  liquid  fince  in  cafes  of  this  kind  where 
the  warts  were  not  painful,  I  have  directed  it 
to  be  applied  with  the  end  of  a  tooth-pick  or 
pen  dipped  in  it,  and  prefled  on  the  furface  of 
the  warts,  fo  as  to  make  fome  impreflion 
upon  them.*  * 


PART 
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PART.  II. 

Of  the  'Treatment  of  Schirrhous  Tumours  or 

'  '  •  g'i  ▼  /“•  •  h  f  ■  *  ■ » 

Occult  Cancers. 

I  NOW  proceed  to  communicate  the  me¬ 
thods  I  have  ufed  in  the  treatment  of 
fchirrhous  tumours,  and  give  an  account  of 

i  '  t  *V  *  *  '  ’  ,  '  * 

the  good  or  bad  fuccefs  that  has  attended 
them.  In  doing  this  it  may  not  be  improper 
to  obferve  that  1  fhall  have  occafion  to  men- 

i  *  m  %  r  ,  f  ^ 

tion  three  cafes  of  recent  indurations  imme¬ 
diately  confequent  upon  the  milk  abfcefs  of 

•  j-  »  y  •  ,  ■ 

the  bread,  but  as  I  treated  them  in  a  different 
manner  from  that  in  which  I  ufually  treat 
thefe  lad  complaints,  and,  indeed,  was  obliged 

to  treat  them  differently,  I  think  myfelf  au- 

\ 

thorized  to  confider  them  as  incipient  fchirr¬ 
hous  tumours. 

The  fird  cafe  of  the  fchirrhus  that  pre- 
fented  itfelf  was  that  of  M.  Perrin,  an  old 
woman  between  fifty  and  fixty,  who,  in  the 

year 
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year  1772,  was  made  an  out  patient  in  the 
hofpital,  under  my  care.  The  late  Doctor 
Brickenden  had  for  a  confiderable  time  tried 
feveral  things  to  relieve  her  with  no  effedf. 
She  had  been  troubled  for  fome  years  with  two 
fchirrhous  tumours  in  the  left  bread:,  which, 
when  fhe  applied  to  me,  were  both  very  large 
and  hard,  one  of  them  as  big  as  my  hid,  and 
which  had  latterly  become  very  painful.  Both 
the  tumours  were  loofe,  but  the  larged  of 
them  formed  an  angular  projection,  which 
was  near  the  furface  of  the  fkin,  and  ap¬ 
peared  likely  to  adhere  to  it  at  that  fpot.  This 
woman  never  did  any  thing  more  than  take 
the  flores  martiales  very  freely,  and  apply 
to  the  tumours  a  large  piece  of  doubled  linen 
dipped  in  the  liquid,  which  fhe  renewed  fe¬ 
veral  times  in  the  day.  She  certainly  ufed 
this  liquid  more  freely  than  any  other 
patient  whoever  tried  it,  for  her  Ikin  not  be¬ 
ing  tender  fhe  was  able  to  bear  it  much  bet¬ 
ter.  Add  to  this,  that  in  a  few  months  fhe 

found 
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found  herfelf  fo  much  relieved  from  the  pain 
of  the  difeafe,  that  fhe  paid  little  attention  to 
the  fmart  of  an  application  from  which  fhe 
experienced  fo  much  benefit.  She  perfevered 
with  great  refolution,  and  with  very  little  in- 
termifiion  in  the  ufe  of  thcfe  remedies  for  up¬ 
wards  of  a  twelvemonth  ;  at  which  time  fhe 
was  entirely  free  from  any  kind  of  pain  ;  and 
the  tumours  were  fo  co n fide r ably  decreafed 
in  every  refpedt,  that  they  were  reduced  to 
much  lefs  than  a  fourth  part  of  their  former 
fize.  The  lead:  tumour  was,  indeed,  fcarce 
perceptible,  and  the  largeft  was  almoft  fiat, 
and  was  divided  by  fever  al  chops  or  fiffures 
under  the  fkin,  which  made  it  feel  as  if  it 
were  cracking  to  pieces.  The  angular  pro¬ 
jection  was  removed  from  the  fkin,  to  which 
there  was  now  no  danger  of  an  adhefion  be¬ 
ing  formed;  and  the  tumour  was  fo  remark-  , 
ably  foftened  that  it  felt  rather  like  a  piece  of 
wet  and  rumpled  rag  in  the  bieaft  than  like 
an  indurated  gland.  It  was  pjeafant  to  fee 

how 
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how  evidently  this  woman  recovered  her 
health,  which  was  in  a  very  languid  ftate 
when  fhe  fir  ft  applied  to  me;  and  how  lively 
and  full  of  fpirits  Ihe  became ;  an  effect 
which  I  have  always  obferved  to  follow 
whenever  the  martial  flowers  were  taken 
freely  for  any  length  of  ’time.  But  this  was 
all  the  advantage  I  was  able  to  gain  in  the 
cafe ;  it  was  never  poflible  for  me  to  diflolve 
the  tumours  entirely :  they  remained  in  the 
fame  indolent  and  quiet  ftate  till  the  time 
of  her  death,  which  happened  about  two 
years  after  this,  from  an  ilinefs  totally  inde¬ 
pendent  of  the  complaint.  She  had,  indeed, 
done  nothing  for  a  confiderable  time  before 
{he  died,  except  that  fhe  ufed  the  liquid  now 
and  then,  which  feemed  to  contribute  to  keep 
the  part  in  the  fame  (late  it  was  in,  a  little 
more  than  a  year  after  (lie  began  the  proeefs. 

Mrs.  H.  aged  30,  applied  to  me  on  the 
19th  of  October,  1773.  She  had  been 
feized  with  a  fever  nine  days  after  her  lying- 

in. 
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in.  This  brought  on  an  abfcefs  in  the  left 
bread,  which  got  well  in  about  a  fortnight, 
and  when  the  difcharge  was  nearly  flopped, 
file  found  a  fweliing  come  on  in  the  right 
bread.  It  was  then  very  painful  and  much 
fwelled  even  under  the  arm-pit.  Linfeed  and 
bread  and  milk  poultices  had  been  affiduoufly 
applied  for  more  than  two  months,  which 
though  they  alleviated  the  pain,  yet  dill  the 
dwelling  remained  invariably  the  fame.  When 
I  examined  her,  there  was  an  oblong  indu¬ 
rated  tumour,  very  hard  to  the  touch,  about 
four  inches  in  length,  and  extending  acrofs 
the  nipple.  Imagining  this  to  be  a  milk 
bread,  I  tried  at  fird  the  application  I  com¬ 
monly  ufed  in  thofe  cafes,  and  of  which  an 
account  {hall  be  given  in  the  third  part  of 
this  work.  It  was  continued  more  than  a 
fortnight  without  producing  any  fenfible 
effedh  But  as  it  was  not  ufual  with  me  to 
fee  that  application  perfided  in  fo  long  in 
milk  breads,  without  perceiving  dome  altera¬ 
tion, 


c 
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tion,  I  fupplied  my  patient  with  feme  of  the 
liquid  before  deferibed,  directing  her  to  dip 
a  double  rag  in  it  and  lay  it  all  over  the  tu¬ 
mour,  and  to  wet  the  rag  as  often  in  the  day 
as  the  fkin  would  bear  it  y  taking  the  precau¬ 
tion  of  guarding  the  nipple  either  with  a 
piece  of  dry  lint  or  a  pledget  of  fdme  left 
ointment,  left  the  liquor  fhculd  excoriate  it. 
In  a  few  days  the  tumour  began  infenfibly  to 
melt  away,  and  in  lefs  than  three  weeks  had 
totally  difappeared. 

Ann  Highland,  aged  29,  came  into  the 
hofpital  in  the  year  1773  a  *arge  indu¬ 
rated  tumour  in  the  hreaft,  eleven  months 
after  giving  fuck  to  two  children.  In  the 
beginning  of  the  eleventh  month  the  children 
were  feized  with  the  fmall  pox.  Soon  after 
this  (lie  perceived  a  fwelling  in  her  breaft, 
which  in  three  weeks  burft  into  five  different 
apertures,  and  difeharged  a  fmall  quantity  of 
matter.  She  ufed  a  bread  and  milk  poultice 
for  more  than  two  months  without  efri e<5f, 

before 
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before  fhe  applied  to  me.  When  I  faw  her, 
all  the  original  orifices  were  ftill  open,  and 
there  was  a  large  indurated  gland  in  the 
midft  of  the  bread  :  there  was  alfo  a  fwelled 
gland  under  the  arm-pit.  She  fuffered  ex¬ 
tremely  with  the  pain  of  this  complaint, 
which  fbe  defcrifaed  as  of  the  pricking,  dart¬ 
ing  kind.  The  fores  were  all  floughy  and  of 
a  purple  hue.  Though  it  be  frequent  to  fee 
the  fores  have  an  ill-conditioned  afpedt  in 
milk-breafts,  that  are  treated  with  bread  and 
milk  poultices,  yet  I  never  faw  any  of  them 
with  fo  very  bad  a  look  as  thefe,  fo  that,  indeed, 
I  was  alarmed  at  the  appearance.  Whether 

this  circumftance  were  owen  to  the  virus  of 

* 

the  fmall-pox  I  cannot  determine.  It  induced 
me,  however,  not  to  confider  this  as  a  mere 

milk  bread,  more  efpecially  as  the  complaint 

\  / 

had  come  on  fo  long  after  lying-in,  and  I 
therefore  directed  the  patient  to  ufe  the  liquid 
as  the  former  had  done,  not  even  covering 
the  fores  with  any  thing  elfe.  This  applica¬ 
tion 
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ticn  was  renewed  five  or  fix  times  in  the  day,  as 
often  as  (lie  could  bear  it,  for  it  fmarted  much 
on  being  firft  applied,  and  the  fmart  laded 
about  an  hour.  In  a  few  days  die  found 
much  relief  from  the  pain  ;  and  the  firft  and 
almoft  immediate  effeCt  of  the  application 
was,  that  the  milk  flowed  plentifully  with  the 
matter  from  all  the  fores,  and  from  the  nip¬ 
ple.  In  a  fhort  time  the  fores  were  all  healed; 
and  in  a  month  the  enlargement  of  the  gland 
under  the  arm-pit  was  difperfed  ;  and  the 
large  fwelling  itfelf  confiderably  diminidied. 
This  induration  however  ftill  fubfifted,  but 
as  fhe  was  now  entirely  free  from  pain  and 
defirous  of  returning  to  her  family,  die  went 
cut  of  the  hofpital,  and  by  perfevering  in  the 
ufe  of  the  liquid  fix  weeks  longer  was  per¬ 
fectly  cured.  The  free  difcharge  of  milk 
occafioned  by  the  firft  application  of  the  liquid 
in  this  cafe,  indicated  that  there  was  a  coa¬ 
gulation  of  that  fluid  attending  this  complaint. 
But  the  fymptoms  above  defcribed,  the  form 

of 
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of  the  tumour ;  the  loofenefs  of  the  cellular 
fubftance  of  the  bread;,  which  in  this  cafe  was 
entirely  free  from  induration,  and  the  con¬ 
tinuance  of  the  pain,  though  a  free  ifiiie  was 
given  to  the  matter  by  five  openings  (a  cir- 
cumftance  which  ufually  procures  eafe  in 
milk  breads)  and  the  time,  nearthree  months, 
employed  in  getting  rid  of  the  diforder,  in¬ 
duce  me  to  think  that  it  partook  more  of  the 
nature  of  a  recent  fchirrhous  tumour. 

Mrs.  B.  aged  30,  applied  to  me  at  the 
defire  of  Mr.  Jarvis,  the  furgeon,  on  the 
nth  of  November,  1773.  She  had  lain  in 
fix  months  before.  A  fortnight  after  her 
lying-in  {he  had  her  right  bread  difordered 
from  a  coagulation  of  the  milk.  This  com¬ 
plaint  laded  about  two  months,  and  as  that 
bread  got  well  a  hardnefs  was  formed  in  the 
other,  which  fuppurated  and  difcharged  a 
great  quantity  of  matter.  The  wounds  healed, 
but  left  an  indurated  tumour,  which  fome- 
times  partly  difappeared  and  came  again. 

It 


.  [  1 29  ] 

It  returned  about  two  months  before  fhe  ap¬ 
plied  to  me,  burfting  again,  but  the  wound  had 
been  clofed  about  a  fortnight  before.  When  I 
faw  her,  there  was  a  confiderable  induration 
extending  almofi:  over  the  whole  bread.  It 
was  hard  to  the  touch,  in  feme  parts  une¬ 
qual,  and  attended  with  much  pricking  dart¬ 
ing  pain  at  intervals.  This  was  treated  as 
the  former  cafe.  The  pain  foon  went  off,  and 
the  tumour  leffened,  but  it  was  near  four 
months  before  it  was  completely  diffolved. 

In  the  month  of  May,  1774,  I  was  con- 
fulted  by  an  eminent  and  learned  phyfician 
on  account  of  his  lady,  who  was  affli&ed 

with  a  fchirrhous  tumour  of  confiderable 

'  \ 

danding.  Upon  examining  the  part,  I  found 
the  fwelling  remarkably  hard  and  dony, 
and  fo  large  that  it  occupied  almoft  the  whole 
bread,  and  extended  towards  the  arm-pit. 
The  pain  was  very  acute,  and,  indeed,  (he 
complained  of  wandering  pains  over  the 
whole  body,  which  made  her  life  very  un- 

K  comfortable. 
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comfortable.  About  the  middle  of  the  tu¬ 
mour  towards  the  nipple,  the  fkin  adhered 
to  the  furface,  and  was  already  difco- 
loured,  fo  that  this  fchirrhus  would  certainly 
have  burft  very  foon  and  have  become  an 
ulcerated  cancer.  I  acquainted  the  phyfician 
with  every  thing  I  had  already  done  in  thefe 
complaints,  and  with  the  methods  I  intended 
to  purfue  with  his  lady,  merely  in  the  view 
to  give  eafe,  check  the  progrefs  of  the  diforder, 
and  prevent  the  tumour  from  ulcerating, 
which  was  all  I  expedled  to  do  in  this  cafe. 
He  approved  of  my  plan  ;  and  accordingly 
the  patient  was  put  into  the  hemlock  bath, 
file  took  the  flares  martiales  as  freely  as  (lie 
could,  and  applied  the  liquid  externally. 

Every  advantage  we  had  promifed  to  our- 

♦ 

felves  was  obtained.  The  patient  was  much 
relieved  from  pain,  the  tumour  was  foftened 
and  dirninifhed  in  fize,  and  it  was  kept  from 
burfiing,  which  it  mod  probably  would  have 
done  in  the  courfe  of  a  few  weeks.  This 

amend- 
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amendment  continued  a  longer  time  than  we 
had  any  reafon  to  expedt  from  the  ftate  of 
the  difeafe  and  the  age  of  the  patient.  In 
a  word,  from  the  time  the  relief  began  to  be 
apparent,  which  was  after  per  fevering  about 
three  or  four  months  in  the  methods  pre¬ 
ferred,  flae  remained  uowards  of  a  year  in 
a  very  tolerable  ftate.  It  was  not  till  the 
autumn  or  beginning  of  the  winter  1775  that 
her  pains  feemed  to  return  with  more  vio¬ 
lence  than  (lie  had  felt  them  for  fome  time. 
The  tumour,  however,  was  not  yet  burft,  but 
there  now  appeared  a  veftcleof  blood  imme¬ 
diately  under  the  cuticle  which  feemed  once 
more  ready  to  make  an  opening.  Upon 
confidering  the  alteration  made  in  the 
tumour,  which  was  much  diminiflied  from 

its  former  fize,  I  ventured  to  accelerate  the 
* 

burfting  of  the  cuticle,  and  therefore  emptied 

..  * 
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the  veficle  of  blood  by  palling  a  lancet  into 
it,  irt^order  to  try,  whether  by  the  ufe  of  the 
arfenical  cauftic,  applied  with  fuch  a  pro- 

K  2  portion 
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portion  of  opium  as  not  to  make  it  a 61  with 
violence,  I  might  be  fo  happy  as  gradually  to 
remove  the  whole  of  the  tumour.  But 
whether  the  (late  of  the  difeafe  would  not  ad¬ 
mit  of  this  method  of  treatment,  or  whether 
my  patient’s  age  was  unable  to  bear  the  la¬ 
bour  of  fuch  an  operation,  I  cannot  take  upon 
me  to  determine.  It  is  certain,  however, 

that  fhe  fell  a  victim  to  the  diforder  in  the 

«  * 

beginning  of  the  year  1776. 

V 

While  I  was  attending  this  lady  one  of 
the  fervants  in  the  family  applied  to  me. with 
a  recent  fchirrhous  tumour  in  the  bread,  at¬ 
tended  with  frequent  pain.  This  was  removed 
in  a  fhort  time  merely  by  the  application  of 
the  liquid. 

In  the  number  of  fchirrhous  cafes  I  have 
attended  there  are  feveral,  the  progrefs  of 
which  has  been  checked  in  as  evident  a  man¬ 
ner  as  in  the  preceding  cafe.  This  has  been 
remarkable  in  one  very  deplorable  in  dance  of 
the  kind.  There  is  a  fpecies  of  fchirrhus, 

which 
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which  feems  not  fufficiently  didinguifhed  by 
writers  on  this  fubjecd,  and  may  be  well  Ailed 
the  true  occult  cancer;  is  more  malignant  in 
its  nature,  more  terrible  in  its  effedts,  more 
rapid  in  its  progrefs,  and  more  certainly  fatal 
than  any  other.  Whether  it  may  differ  in  its 
nature  from  other  cancers  I  cannot  tell,  but 
I  rather  imagine  that  its  peculiar  malignancy 
arifes  from  its  feizing  upon  a  large  portion  of 
the  animal  machine  at  once,  and  not  advanc¬ 
ing  by  flow  degrees,  and  from  almod  imper¬ 
ceptible  beginnings,  as  the  more  frequent  indo¬ 
lent  fchirrhus  or  creeping  cancer  does.  One 
of  the  diftioguifhing  marks,  indeed,  of  this 
difeafe  is  the  whole  fubdance  of  the  bread 
being  fuddenly  attacked  with  a  ftony  and 
almoft  untnoveable  hardnefs.  The  difeafe 
is  fometimes  confined  to  this  part  at  fird, 
fometimes  extends  to  the  arnvpit,  the  neigh¬ 
bouring  ribs,  the  clavicle  itfelf,  and  the  glands 

of  the  neck.  The  pain  of  the  difeafe  is  ex- 

•  :  '  % 

quiute,  fcarce  to  be  moderated  by  the  mod 

K  3  powerful 
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powerful  opiates,  and  the  patients  defcribe  it 
as  the  conftant  gnawing  of  dogs.  I  cannot 
avoid  taking  notice  that  in  tb#  few  women 
I  have  feen  tortured  with  this  difeafe,  I  have 
obferved  that  the  pores  of  the  fkin  were  un¬ 
commonly  large*  of  which  I  have  certified 
mvfelf  more  particularly  by  looking  at  the 
part  with  a  good  lens,  and  comparing  the 
appearances  with  thofe  of  the  cancerous 
affeCtion  in  other  {kins,  the  texture  of  which 
feemed  more  firm  and  compaCt.  This  cir- 
cumftance,  if  upon  examination  it  fhould  ap¬ 
pear  to  others  as  it  did  to  me,  may  poffibly 
be  admitted  in  collateral  fupport  of  the  con¬ 
jecture  ventured  in  the  preceding  pages,  that 
the  cancer  may  proceed  from  the  introduction 
of  infeCts  or  their  germina  through  the  pores 
of  the  fkin.  However  this  may  be,  it  is  a 
faCt,  that  I  never  faw  any  of  thefe  dreadful 
cafes  relieved  by  any  method  hitherto  pur¬ 
ified.  Even  the  operation,  though  praCtifed 
at  the  molt  early  period,  and  before  the  dif¬ 
eafe 
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eafe  appeared  to  have  extended  itfelf  beyond 
the  part,  has  never  fucceeded  in  thefe  cafes  to 
my  knowledge.  The  fate  of  the  patient, 
indeed,  is  in  general  foon  decided.  From 
fix  weeks  to  two  or  three  months,  or  at  molt 
fix,  are  generally  the  limits  of  it. 

I  was  called  to  a  lady  with  one  of  thefe 
occult  cancers  in  the  year  1774.  Befides 
the  whole  breaft  being  indurated  in  the  man¬ 
ner  before  defcribed,  there  was  a  fchirrhus 
gland  lying  deep  in  the  arm- pit,  which  occa- 
fioned  the  arm  to  fwell,  though  the  difeafe 
was  very  recent ;  and  there  was  alfo  an  indu- 
rated  fixed  tumour  above  the  clavicle.  A 
furgeon  of  remarkable  fagacity  and  extenfive 
practice  had  feen  this  cafe  a  few  days  before 

JL  J 

me.  He  was  too  well  acquainted  with  the 
fatal  prognoftic  of  this  difeafe,  which  he  ... 
thought  would  terminate  in  a  few  weeks, 
not  to  give  warning  of  it  to  the  patient’s 
friends.  But  even  in  this  terrible  cafe  the 
pain  was  evidently  diminifhed  by  the  hemlock 
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bath,  and  the  rapid  progrefs  of  it  feemed  for 
a  while  to  be  checked.  But  thefe  deceitful 
hopes  did  not  laft  long,  for  fhe  died  about 
feven  months  after  fhe  had  been  under  my 
care. 

i 

Upon  examining  the  body  after  death,  the 
breafl:  was  found  drongly  adhering  to  the 
ribs,  fome  of  which  were  carious.  The  can- 

i 

cer  had  even  penetrated  the  cavity  of  the 
thorax,  and  affeded  the  internal  furface  of 
the  pleura.  Mod  of  the  clavicle  was  totally 
rotten  and  fell  to  pieces  upon  the  touch,  be- 
fides  which  there  was  a  large  cancerous  gland 
in  the  groin  on  the  oppofite  fide  to  that 
where  the  bread  was  affeded.  The  dench 
too  was  almod  intolerable,  though  it  had 
been  very  trifling  while  the  patient  lived,  and 

f 

that  no  kind  of  fmell  was  perceived  till  near 
the  period  of  her  exidenee. 

One  remarkable  effed  happened,  which  I 
fliall  here  take  the  opportunity  of  mention¬ 
ing,  and  which  I  attribute  to  the  hemlock 

bath. 
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bath.  It  was  obferved  only  in  this  and  two 
other  cafes,  where  the  difeafe  was  very  exten- 
five.  I  mean  the  formation  of  an  abfcefs, 
fome  few  months  after  the  bath  had  been 
ufed.  In  the  fore-mentioned  cafe  the  abfcels 
was  formed  in  the  fore-arm  of  the  difeafed 
fide  3  in  another,  under  the  arm-pit  of  the 
oppofite  fide,  and  in  the  third  in  the  groin  of 
the  oppofite  fide.  From  thefe  circumftances 
and  the  large  fuppurations  brought  on  by  this 
bath  in  two  of  the  cafes  of  ulcerated  cancers 
before-mentioned,  we  may  prefume  that  the 
quantity  of  hemlock  abforbed  by  this  mode  of 
introducing  it  in  the  habit,  rnufi:  neceffarily 
quicken  the  circulation,  and  put  all  the  fluids 
in  agitation,  by  which  means  thefe  fuppura¬ 
tions  are  probably  brought  on.  It  may  be  ob¬ 
ferved,  by  the  way,  that  thefe  effeds  feem 
very  contrary  to  paralytic  affedions,  which 
fome  learned  men  think  the  hemlock  has  a 
tendency  to  produce.  For  my  own  part,  in 
all  the  numerous  inftances  in  which  I  have 

employ- 
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employed  this  plant,  and  in  the  free  ufe  I 
have  made  of  it,  I  never  yet  obferved  any  pa¬ 
ralytic  fymptom  to  arife  from  it,  nor,  indeed, 
any  other  bad  fymptom,  unlefs  thefe  fuppu- 
rations  fliould  be  deemed  fo,  which  however 
it  mud  be  remarked,  healed  very  kindiy  after 
havingbeen  opened,  notwkhftanding  the  can¬ 
cerous  difeafe  prevailing  in  the  habit. 

Finding  many  of  thefe  fchirrhous  cafes  ob- 
flinately  refill  every  method  employed  for 
their  cure,  though  they  were  mofl  of  them 
relieved,  I  was  induced  to  try  theeffedl  of  an 
arfenical  plaifler  to  them,  encouraged  by  the 
evident  advantages  I  had  feen  to  refult  from 
the  external  ufe  of  the  arfenic  in  cancerous 
ul  cers.  For  this  purpofe  I  chofe  to  employ 
the  mildeft  preparation  1  had  of  this  mineral, 
and  therefore  had  fome  of  the  yellow  pow¬ 
der,  deferibed  in  the  former  part  of  this  work, 
mixed  with  fuet  and  other  ingredients  to  the 
confitlence  of  a  pretty  foft  plaifier.  The  pre¬ 
paration  itlelf  was  mild,  as  we  fee  it  contained 
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no  more  than  one  grain  of  arfenic  to  four  of 
fulphur,  and  that  fo  much  weakened  by  this 
combination,  that  it  has  been  obferved  I  had 
given  internally  a  quantity  of  this  powder, 
containing  five  grains  of  the  arfenic,  with 
greater  fecurity  than  i  could  give  one  grain 

«  .  X  *  < 

and  a  half  of  the  crude  mineral.  Befides  this, 
the  preparation  would  be  fail  weakened  by 
the  addition  of  the  ingredients  neceffary  to 
form  it  into  a  piaifter,  fo  that  I  had  not  the 
lead;  reafcn  to  fufpedf  this  application  would 
be  attended  with  any  bad  confequence.  Nei¬ 
ther,  indeed,  do  I  think  it  would,  had  it  not 
been  for  an  accidental  circumflance,  which  I 
confefs  1  did  not  forefee.  This  plaifler  was 
applied  to  fix  different  patients  at  the  fame 
time,  and  in  a  little  while  the  fchirrhous  tu¬ 
mours  afforded  fuch  evident  marks  oi  dimi¬ 
nution,  that  I  had  every  reafon  to  be  fatisfied 
with  my  having  thought  of  this  application: 
I  afterwards  tried  it  in  another  cafe,  where 
my  patient  was  at  the  fame  time  ufing  the 

hemlock 
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hemlock  bath.  But  here  fome  paralytic 
iymptoms  began  to  fhew  themfelves  fo  im¬ 
perceptibly  at  fir  ft,  that  I  was  not  aware  of  the 
danger  till  it  increafed  beyond  the  power  of 
relief.  I  could  fcarce  perfuade  myfelf  that 
fuch  an  effe£t  could  be  produced  by  this  mild 
arfenical  plaifter,  till  another  patient  who  had 
applied  it  for  fome  months  with  great  hopes 
without  ufing  the  bath,  was  at  length  feized 

4 

with  very  difagreeable  complaints  in  the 
bowels,  upon  going  into  the  bath,  while  fhe 
ufed  the  arfenical  plaifter,  She  was,  however, 
relieved  from  this  attack,  but  thefe  inftances 

i 

convinced  me  that  the  warm  water,  by  open¬ 
ing  the  pores,  had  occafioned  too  great  an 
abforption  of  the  arfenic,  and  had  perhaps 
contributed  to  feparate  it  from  the  fulphur ; 
without  which  procefs  I  prefume  thefe  fymp- 
toms  could  not  have  been  brought  about. 
However  this  may  be,  though  my  other  pa¬ 
tients  who  ufed  the  fame  application,  and  did 
not  go  into  the  warm  bath,  had  not  fuffered 

any 
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any  difagreeable  fymptom,  and  that  I  had 
every  reafon  to  wifh  to  continue  it  with  them, 
yet  I  determined  to  lay  it  afide,  fearing  led 
fome  accidental  circumftance,  which  it  was 
impoflible  for  me  to  forefee,  might  fepa- 
rate  the  arfenic  from  the  fulphur,  or  en¬ 
courage  a  too  liberal  abforption  of  it.  I 
therefore  immediately  collected  from  my  fe- 
veral  patients  all  that  remained  of  this  arfeni- 
cal  plaider,  and  threw  it  away,  determined 
never  to  ufe  it  more. 

In  one  of  the  fchirrhous  tumours,  in  which 
I  had  tried  the  fore-mentioned  methods  with¬ 
out  fuccefs,  I  refolved  to  attempt  the  extirpa¬ 
tion  cf  it  by  the  arfenical  cauflic.  My  pa¬ 
tient  was  extremely  timorous,  and  would  by 
no  means  be  perfuaded  to  fubmit  to  the  ope¬ 
ration  by  the  knife.  She  had  a  very  hard 
ftubborn  fchirrhus  in  the  right  bread  jud 
above  the  nipple,  of  the  fize  of  a  fmall  apple, 
and  beyond  this  a  fmall  indurated  gland  un¬ 
der  the  axilla.  The  arfenical  preparation  I 

ufed 
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ufed  In  this  cafe  was  compofed  of  .  one  third 
of  antimony  and  two  thirds  of  white  arfenic 
ftifed  together.  This  being  reduced  into  im¬ 
palpable  powder,  a  few  grains  of  it  were 
mixed  with  as  much  powdered  opium.  But 
as  the  {kin  was  entire,  and  as  I  knew  the 
arfenic  would  not  adl  through  the  cuticle ; 
the  day  before  this  pow?der  was  applied  I 
rubbed  the  whole  fur  face  of  the  gland  gently 
with  the  lunar  caufiic  *.  By  this  contrivance 

the 

*  I  did  not  know  whether  Plunket’s  powder  adted 
through  the  cuticle,  of  whether  he  had  fome  method  of 
feparating  this  part,  in  order  to  make  way  for  the 
action  of  the  arfenic.  But  I  am  inclined  to  think  that 
this  efredt  is  produced  in  his  powder  by  the  crow’s 
foot,  which  is  faid  to  enter  into  its  compofition,  and 
which  is  a  very  acrid  and  pungent  plant.  My  method 
will  perhaps  be  thought  preferable,  as  the  touching 
the  entire  fkin  with  lunar  cauftic  is  not  painful, 
whereas  the  adtion  of  fo  irritating  a  vegetable  I  fhould 
imagine  muft  add  confiderably  to  the  pain  of  the  ap¬ 
plication.  On  the  other  hand,  I  believe  Plunket’s 
powder  is  quicker  in  its  adlion  than  this  preparation, 
becaufe  in  his,  the  arfenic  and  fulphur,  though  ufed 
in  equal  quantities,  are  incorporated  in  their  crude 

ftate 
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the  cuticle  was  eaiily  feparated  next  day, 
when  mixing  a  fmall  quantity  of  the  powder 
with  part  of  the  yolk  of  an  egg,  fo  as  to  bring 
it  to  the  confidence  of  an  ointment,  I  fpread 
this  upon  a  pledget  cut  to  the  fize  of  the  gland, 
and  applied  it  to  the  whole  furface.  The 
pain  was  very  great  for  the  fil'd  four  and 
twenty  hours,  but  after  that  fubfidecl.  I  left 
this  firft  dreffmg  on  for  feveral  days,  when 
feeing  it  ready  to  drop  off  I  removed  it,  and 
found  that  all  that  part  of  the  fidn  on  which 
the  caudic  had  been  applied  was  cracking  all 
round  and  the  tumour  beginning  to  feparate. 
In  expectation  of  facilitating  this  reparation  I 
made  a  few  fcarifications  on  the  dedroyed 
furface,  and  filled  the  crevices  with  more  of 
the  powder,  applying  over  it  a  pledget  of  the 
fame  kind  as  the  former.  But  this  fecond  ap¬ 
plication  did  not  as  I  imagine  produce  any 
effedt,  for  it  caufed  no  pain.  I  then  waited 

{late  by  mixing  them  in  a  mortar,  without  being  ex- 
pofed  to  the  aCcion  of  fire,  as  the  arfenic  and  antimony- 
are  in  my  preparation. 
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a  few  days  to  obferve  what  would  happen. 
The  reparation  began  to  take  place  more 
evidently  at  the  edges,  which  now  looked 
florid,  though  the  tumour  did  not  yet  feem 
ready  to  come  away.  To  haften  this  event, 
I  judged  it  proper  to  put  fome  of  the  powder 
all  round  the  feparating  edges,  and  as  low 
down  as  it  could  be  infinuated  between  the 
difeafed  gland  and  the  found  fkin.  I  foon 
found  that  this  contrivance  had  its  efted,  for 
the  pain  it  occafioned  was  more  violent  than 
that  produced  by  the  firft  dreffing.  I  was, 
however,  obliged  to  repeat  the  application  of 
the  powder  to  different  parts  of  the  edges  at 
intervals,  but  never  in  fo  large  a  quantity  as 
before.  By  this  method  the  feparation  of  the 
tumour  was  effeded  in  little  more  than  two 
months,  and  the  gland  came  out  entire  as  a 
nut  out  of  its  (hell,  or  as  if  it  had  been  cleanly 
diffeded  with  a  knife.  The  fmall  gland 
under  the  arm-pit  I  had  put  nothing  to,  think¬ 
ing  it  would  diffolve  by  the  fuppuration  of  the 

larger 
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larger  one,  but  in  this  I  was  miftaking.  It 
flill  remained,  but  this  circumftance  did  not 
prevent  the  wound  made  bv  the  reparation  of 
the  larger  gland  from  healing  very  fa'ft  after 
it  had  come  out.  Seeing  the  finall  gland  flill 
exift  after  the  healing  of  the  wound  contrary 
to  mv  expectations,  I  was  very  forry  I  had  not 
treated  that  in  the  fame  manner  as  the  lame 

o 

one,  and  at  the  fame  time;  which  might  have 
been  done  with  great  eafe,  for  it  was  fo  fmall 
that  the  patient  woul  d  not  probably  have  re¬ 
ceived  much  additional  pain  from  it.  I  en¬ 
deavoured  to  perfuade  her  to  let  me  apply 
the  cauftic  upon  this  little  fwelling  after  the 
wound  was  healed,  but  I  could  not  prevail. 
She  was  fo  well  fatisfied  with  having  got  rid 
of  the  mod  material  part  of  the  difeafe,  and 
being  freed  from  the  pain  which  that  gave 
her,  and  fo  fearful  of  going  through  the  fame 
violent  pain  again,  that  fee  chofe  rather  to 
remain  with  it  as  it  wras.  I  faw  her  about  a 

1 

year  and  a  half  after  this,  when  fhe  was  in 

L  perfect 


perfect  health  ;  the  little  gland  under  the 
arm-pit  remained,  but  it  was  neither  in- 
creafed  nor  decreafed  in  fize.  She  fuffered 
no  pain  from  it,  and  there  was  then  no  other 
appearance  of  the  complaint. 

Th  is  \s  the  only  inftance'  in  which  I  ever 
attempted  to  draw  out  the  fchirrhous  gland, 
as  it  is  vulgarly  called.  I  have  heard  feme 
eminent  phyficians  fay,  that  it  was  a  defide- 
ratum  in  furgery  to  know  how  to  do  this  as 
Mr.  Guy  did.  Whether  Mr.  Guy’s  method 
be  the  fame  as  Mr.Plunket’s  was,  as  it  is  ima¬ 
gined,  I  cannot  take  upon  me  to  determine. 
I  fhall  only  obfervc,  that  here  is  an  inftance  of 
the  fame  thing  being  done  by  a  method  very 
different  from  Plunket’s,  though  dTen- 
tially  perhaps  the  fame,  with  regard  to  the 
chief  remedy  that  feems  to  produce  the  effedh 
That  efFedf,  by  which  ever  of  thefe  methods 
it  may  be  brought  about,  or  however  painful 
may  be  their  operation,  is  certainly  a  very 
furpriziog  one;  and  may  be  of  advantage,  not 
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only  with  refpeCt  to.  many  timid  perfons  who 

cannot  reconcile  their  minds  to  the  terror  of 

* 

i 

the  knife  ;  but  may  alfo  be  of  utility  in  fome 
cafes  where  the  knife  cannot  be  ufed  with 

i 

fafety.  I  ihall  be  happy  if  the  advances  I 
have  made  in  this  point  fhould  induce  my 
brethren  to  turn  their  thoughts  to  this  kind 
of  operation,  which,  if  it  were  once  refcued 
from  the  hands  of  empiricifm,  might  not  only 
become  more  certain  under  the  directions  of 
a  man  of  learning,  attention,  and  experience, 
but  might  probably  be  rendered  more  mild 

,  i 

in  its  effeCts.  To  facilitate  the  attempts  of 
others  in  this  matter,  I  (hall  obferve  that  I 
was  not  fatisfied  with  my  method  of  doing 
it,  though  it  fucceeded.  I  thought  the  oper¬ 
ation  too  flow,  and  that  I  was  obliged  to  re¬ 
new  the  application  too  often,  which  not 
only,  prolonged  the  pain,  but  like  wife  made 
it  neceiTary  for  me  to  ufe  a  greater  quantity 

of  arlenic,  and  to  continue  it  for  a  longer  time 

•  \  ^  ^ 

than  I  could  have  wifhed.  It  might  perhaps 

L  z  fucceed 
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iucceed  better  if  the  powder  were  made  more 
adtive.  For  this  purpofe  I  fhould  prefer  the 
crude  arfenie  to  that  which  has  been  fufed 
by  heat.  Neither  is  it  neceffary  perhaps  to 
blend  it  with  fulphur,  which  only  ferves  to 
weaken  its  operation  ;  for  a  very  fmall  por¬ 
tion  of  arfenie  when  mixed  with  the  yolk  of  an 
egg  may  be  applied  to  a  pretty  large  furface; 
and  if  we  wi(h  to  divide  its  particles  and 
fpread  a  fmall  quantity  over  a  larger  furface, 
this  may  as  well  be  done  by  adding  fome 
teftaceous  powder  to  it,  which  will  have  this 
effedf  without  altering  its  properties. 'I  would 
alfo  recommend  the  corrofive  fublimate  to  be 

i 
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joined  to  it,  for  although  this  combination 
quickens  its  operation  very  confiderably,  yet  I 
am  convinced  from  experience  that  it  adds 
very  little,  if  at  all,  to  the  pain  caufed  by  the 
arfenie.  One  thing  further  I  mud:  obferve, 
which  is,  that  when  a  fehirrheus  gland  be¬ 
comes  ulcerated  in  one  part,  and  that  the  in¬ 
duration  fubfifts  with  the  fkin  entire  much 

beyond 
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beyond  the  ulceration,  the  application  of  arfe- 
nic  in  this  cafe  upon  the  ulcerated  part  of  the 
gland  fcems  to  adt  no  more  than  any  other 
cauftic  does3  except,  that  its  effedt  may  be 
more  extenfive,  and  deftroy  more  of  the 
gland.  But  it  does  not,  as  in  the  inftance 
juft  recited,  difpcfe  the  gland  to  feparate  from 
the  found  parts.  This  adtion  feems  to  depend 
on  the  application  of  the  arfenic  to  the  found 
{kin  when  deprived  of  its  cuticle.  The  mine¬ 
ral  feems  then  to  adt  by  bringing  on  inflam¬ 
mation  and  fuppuration  in  the  cellular  mem¬ 
brane  all  around  and  underneath  the  difeafed 
gland,  which  is  thus  forced  out  entire  and  un- 
affedted  by  the  cauftic.  This  is  a  material 
point  to  attend  to,  and  which  i  have  learned 
only  from  difagreeable  experience.  If  anyone, 
therefore,  be  defirous  of  applying  the  arfenic 
to  an  indurated  gland,  which  is  ulcerated  in 
the  middle,  in  the  expedition  of  feparating 
the  whole  gland  at  once,  he  mud  extend  the 
application  all  over  the  indurated  part,  after 

L  3  having 
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having  deprived  the  furrounding  (kin  of  its 
cuticle,  either  by  a  blifier,  or  by  the  method 
made  ufe  of  by  me  in  the  above  inrtancc, 
which  I  think  preferable,  as  being  lefs  irrita¬ 
ting.  Perhaps  it  may  hereafter  be  found 
only  neeeflary  to  make  a  circle  round  the 
whole  tumour  for  the  application  of  the  arfe- 
nical  cauftic.  If  this  fliould  fucceed,  which 

1  j 

is  not  improbable,  from  confidering  the  effedis 
of  this  caudic,  the  utility  of  this  method  may 
be  extended  to  cafes,  where  from  the  extent 

of  the  complaint  it  would  not  be  fafe  to  ufe 

\ 

it  in  the  prefent  mode,  and  that  for  obvious 
reafons.  This  is,  however,  merely  a  conjec¬ 
ture;  and  I  fmcerely  and  ardently  wifh  that 
thefe,  which  are  all  the  oblervations  I  have 
been  able  to  make  upon  the  ufe  and  effedls  of 
arfenic,  may  lay  the  foundation  of  other  more 
important  difeoveries,  which  may  hereafter 
tend  to  the  improvement  of  furgery,  and  the 
benefit  of  mankind. 


Before 
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Before  I  quit  this  part  of  my  fubjedt,  it 
will  not  be  improper  to  take  notice  of  a  dif- 
order  in  the  bread:,  to  which  I  know  not 
what  name  to  give.  It  cannot  be  called  a 
fchirrhus,  for  it  is  not  attended  with  any 
fenfible  external  mark  of  dwelling ;  neither 
can  it  be  deemed  an  ulcerated  cancer,  for 
there  is  no  fore  accompanying  it.  But  from 
the  nature  of  the  pain  complained  of  in  this 
diforder,  and  other  circumftances,  it  appeared 
to  me  to  have  a  cancerous  tendency. 

On  the  24th  of  April,  1775,  Mrs.  B - , 

of  the  Temple,  confulted  me  for  a  complaint 
in  both  breads.  She  had  for  a  few  years 
been  afdidted  with  a  violent  aching  pricking 
pain  in  them,  which  had  lately  increafed  to 
fo  great  a  degree,  that  it  was  almod  intolera¬ 
ble.  The  breads  were  exceedingly  fore  to 
the  touch,  fo  that  fhe  could  not  even  bear 
the  natural  weight  of  them ;  and  for  .two 
years  before  had  not  been  able  to  lie  in  bed  on 
one  fide  or  the  other,  but  was  obliged  to  deep 

L  4  in 
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in  a  lupine  poflure  with  her  arms  folded  fo 
as  to  fupport  them.  Notwithdanding  thefe 
Symptoms,  upon  examining  the  breads  Icould 
not  find  any  evident  marks  of  a  fchirrhous  tu- 

J 
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incur  in  either  of  them.  The  texture  of  the 

\  E  V  r» '  W'1 

glands  feemed,  indeed,  to  be  rather  firmer 
than  it  ought  to  be.  This  patient  had  been 

ten  months  under  the  care  of  another  fur- 

/  -  ■ . 

geon,  but  nothing  he  had  done  for  her  had 
given  her  tire  lead  relief :  on  the  contrarv, 
her  pain  was  become  greater  and  more  con- 
ftant.  She  perfevered  for  a  twelvemonth  in 
the  internal  ufe  of  the  flores  martiales,  and 
the  external  application  of  the  liquid,  with¬ 
out  much  benefit,  except  that  (he  found  the 
complaint  rather  more  tolerable.  At  length 
I  prevailed  upon  her  to  try  the  hemlock  bath, 
which  (lie  began  to  ufe  in  the  month  of  May, 
1776.  She  went  into  the  bath  twice  in  the 
courfe  of  a  week,  and  when  (he  had  conti¬ 
nued  for  three  months,  found  more  relief 
from  this  than  (he  had  done  from  anything 

(he 
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{he  had  tried  before.  She  perfided  in  the  ufe 
oi  this  bath  till  Chridmas,  3776;  began  to  go 
into  it  again  in  April  1777,  and  continued  till 
November  in  the  fame  year.  At  this  prefent 
writing,  in  17795  the  left  bread  has  no  re¬ 
mains  of  the  diforder;  and  the  right  is  fo 
much  mended  that  all  floe  complains  of  now 
is  a  tendernefs  upon  one  of  the  ribs  under¬ 
neath.  She  can  now  deep  on  either  fide,  and 
is  perfe&ly  free  fiorn  any  kind  of  pain. 

The  other  cafe  of  the  fame  kind  is  that  of 
a  young  woman  who  had  been  affiidted  for 
more  than  two  years  with  very  excruciating 
pains  in  her  breads,  which  upon  examina¬ 
tion  difcovered  not  the  lead  apparent  mark 
of  difeafe.  She  had  been  for  a  very  long  time 
under  the  care  of  a  furgeon  of  great  know¬ 
ledge  and  fagacity,  who  had  in  vain  endea¬ 
voured  to  relieve  her.  I  was  then  defired  by 
a  pupil  of  the  hofpital  to  permit  her  to  take 
my  pills,  as  they  were  ufualiy  called,  of  the 
flores  martiales.  She  took  feveral  in  the  day, 

and 
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and  by  continuing  them  between  two  and 
three  months  was  perfectly  freed  from  her  . 
complaint.  She  ufed  no  external  application 
to  the  breads.  Near  a  twelvemonth  after, 

having  differed  fome  uneadnefs  of  mind,  (lie 

«>  1 

was  feized  again  with  the  fame  diforder. 
She  had  recourfe  to  the  fame  remedy, ,  and 
obtained  eafe  in  a  fh ort  time  ;  fince  which 
(he  has  had  no  return  of  the  complaint. 


PART 

» 
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PART  III. 

Of  the  Method  of  treating  the  Coagulation  cf 
Milk  in  the  Breafts  of  Women  after  lying- 
in,  commonly  called  the  Milk  Breaji ,  and 
the  Abfcefs  in  the  Breaji,  which  frequently 
fucceed  it . 


r 


is  a  complaint  made  very  light  of 
by  moll:  practitioners  in  furgery,  from 

V 


a  fuppofition  that  it  always  gets  well  in  time 
without  any  thing  being  done  to  it,  except 
keeping  the  part  covered  with  a  large  bread 
and  milk  poultice,  and  that  it  never  degene¬ 
rates  into  a  fchirrhous  tumour  or  cancer, 

I  cannot  help  thinking  that  this  is  a  mif- 
conceived  opinion.  Behdes  the  teflimony 
of  Aftruc  (which  I  fhall  foon  take  particular 
notice  of)  and  many  other  writers  in  fupport 
of  a  contrary  opinion,  experience  has  (hewn 
me  fome  in  (lances  of  very  malignant  cancers 
which  wrere  traced  by  the  patients  them- 
felves  from  a  milk  abfcefs  in  the  bread:, 

with- 
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without  any  interruption  of  the  complaints, 
till  they  had  arrived  at  the  bad  date  in  which 
I  fil'd:  faw  them  It  is  probable  too  from  all 
that  has  been  faid  before,  that  the  recent  in¬ 
duration  mentioned  in  the  fecond  part  of  this 
work,  and  which  fucceeded  the  abfeefs  of  the 

I  have  generally  obferved  too  that  the  fchirrhous 
tumours  I  have  feen,  which  were  traced  from  the 
milk  bread:,  were  always  of  a  more  irregular  angular 
form,  and  flatter  than  other  fchirrhous  tumours, 
which  could  not  be  apparently  traced  from  the  fame 
caufe.  It  fhould  feem,  therefore,  that  the  fchirrhus 
fucceeding  the  induration  of  the  milk  bread,  adopts 
the  fame  kind  of  form  that  it  had  before  its  degeneracy. 
This  diverfity  of  form,  indeed,  has  been  confidered 
as  one  of  the  didinguifhing  marks  of  this  difeafe  ;  but 
I  cannot  think  that  the  round  or  regular  oblcftig 
figure  is  a  charadleridic  of  the  true  fchirrhus,  which 
puts  on  all  forts  of  forms.  Perhaps,  if  the  observation 
here  laid  down  fhould  be  made  by  others,  we  may  at 
lad  come  to  didinguifh  thofe  kinds  of  fchirrhous  tu¬ 
mours  that  fucceed  the  induration  of  the  milk  bread 
from  others.  Whether  fuch  a  didin&ion  will  be  of 
any  ufe  in  practice  I  cannot  tell  ;  but  from  all  I  have 
been  able  to  obferve  upon  this  matter,  I  am  inclined  to 
think  that  thefe  irregular  fchirrhous  tumours  are  more 
obdinate  than  thofe  which  are  round  and  fmooth. 

bread. 


breafc,  would  have  laid  the  foundation  of 
fame  cancerous  affcdion  had  they  not  been 
removed. 

One  argument  advanced  in  fupport  of  the 
indurations  of  the  milk  bread  not  degenerat¬ 
ing  into  a  fchirrhus,  is  that  they  are  difeafes 
of  different  parts  5  the  fchirrhus  being  a  hard- 
nefs  of  the  mammary  glands,  and  the  other 
complaint  being  merely  an  induration  of  the 
cellular  and  adipofe  membrane  of  the  breads. 
This  I  apprehend  to  he  a  pofition,  erroneous 
both  in  itfelf,  and  in  the  confequencededuced 
from  it.  For  the  difeafe  being  acknowledged 
on  all  fides  to  confid  originally  in  a  coagula¬ 
tion  of  the  milk,  it  follows  that  it  mud  ne- 
ceflarily  exid  in  thofe  parts  dedined  by  na¬ 
ture  for  the  fecretion,  receptacle,  and  convey¬ 
ance  of  that  fluid  3  which  are  the  mammary 
glands,  and  the  lactiferous  tubes  proceeding 
from  them.  Thefe  lactiferous  tubes  pervade 
the  whole  fubdance  of  the  bread,  and  I  pre- 
fame  it  is  by  their  being  didended  with  coa¬ 
gulated 
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gulated  milk,  that  the  cells  of  the  cellular  fub- 
dance  become  compreffed  on  all  (ides,  fo  as 
to  exhibit  the  appearance  of  the  indu&ation 
being  feated  in  them.  It  may  be  urged,  in¬ 
deed,  that  this  comprefiion  of  the  tides  of  the 
cellular  fubdance  being  continued  for  a  long 
time,  the  cells  will  not  be  able  to  recover  their 
tone,  even  though  the  obftrudion  of  the  lac¬ 
tiferous  tubes  that  run  through  themfhould  be 
removed  ;  and  that  the  induration  will  there¬ 
fore  dill  fubfid.  Whether  this  be  the  cafe  or 
not,  which  it  is  impoffible  to  determine  ;  yet, 
admitting  that  the  induration  exided  only  in 
the  cellular  membrane,  this  would  be  no  (ort 
of  proof  that  the  complaint  would  not  de¬ 
generate  into  a  fchirrhus  or  cancer.  For  all 
ulcerated  cancers  are  accompanied  with  in¬ 
durations  of  the  cellular  and  adipofe  mem¬ 
brane,  which,  indeed,  is  one  of  the  flronged 
marks  of  the  true  cancer.  Thefe  fchirrhous 
hardneffes  of  the  cellular  membrane  are  in¬ 
deed  as  difficult  to  cure  as  any  other  part  of 
'  the 
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the  difeafe  5  and  from  the  confideration  of 
that  dreadful  fpecies  of  fchirrhus  or  occult 
cancer  defcribed  in  the  fecond  part  of  this 
work,  which  feizes  the  whole  fubdance  of 
the  bread,  fcem  to  be  of  a  more  malignant 
nature,  than  a  fchirrhus  of  the  mammary 
glands  alone.  So  that  in  whatever  point  of 
view  we  may  confider  the  affedion  of  the 
milk  bread,  whether  as  a  difeafe  of  the  mam- 

1 

mary  glands  and  of  the  ladiferous  tubes  pro¬ 
ceeding  from  them,  or  merely  as  a  diforder 
of  the  cellular  and  adioofe  fubdance  of  the 

k 

bread,  it  is  equally  poffible  that  it  may  de¬ 
generate  into  a  fchirrhus  or  cancer. 

It  mud  be  acknowledged,  however,  that 
the  indances  of  this  degeneracy  are  rare, 
when  compared  with  the  number  of  perfons 
who  are  troubled  with  the  milk  bread.  Nei¬ 
ther  is  it  neceffary  to  fuppofe  that  the  difeafes, 
though  feated  in  the  fame  parts,  are  origi¬ 
nally  the  fame.  The  milk  induration  feems 
to  become  a  fchirrhus  merely  from  inatten¬ 
tion, 
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lion,  neglect,  or  improper  treatment.  But 
the  pofiibility  of  fo  dreadful  an  event  calls 

i 

for  every  exertion  in  our  power  to  prevent  it. 
The  learned  Allruc  obferves,  that  abfceffes 
of  the  bread:  often  leave  indurations  of  the 
glands,  when  fome  of  the  obdru&ed  part  re¬ 
mains  unfuppurated  This  feems  to  be 
the  exadt  flate  of  the  cafe,  and  like  mod:  of 
that  accurate  author’s  obfervations,  very  juft. 
The  matter  is  brought  about  as  I  apprehend 
in  the  following  manner,  which,  if  it  be  ready 
the  cafe,  will  ferve  not  only  to  account  for 
the  Variety  of  opinions  on  this  head,  but  alfo 
to  reconcile  them.  I  have  feen  thefe  com¬ 
plaints  lad  four,  fix,  eight  and  ten  months 
when  treated  by  the  condant  application  of 

/  x 

a  bread  and  milk  poultice,  and  when  at  length 
the  abfcefs  has  been  healed,  and  there  has 
appeared  no  further  difpcfition  to  fuppuration, 
the  complaint  has  been  confidered  as  cured  ; 
and  though  there  fhould  remain  fome  of  the 


*  On  the  Difeafes  of  Women, 
p.  324. 
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cb[tru£led  part  unfuppurated ,  yet  there  being 
no  more  pain  it  is  concluded  that  thefe  re¬ 
mains  will  go  away  of  themfelves,  merely  by 
keeping  the  part  warm.  This,  indeed,  does 
frequently  happen  ;  but  it  alfo  happens  fome- 
times  that  the  patient  finding  fuch  great  dif¬ 
ference  between  her  prefent  ftate,  and  that 
when  flae  was  expofed  to  the  fufferings  ccca- 
fioned  by  a  frefh  abfcefs  colledting  and  burft- 
ing  every  three  or  four  weeks,  perhaps  for 
months  together,  thinks  herfelf  well,  and 
negledts  this  trifling  induration  ;  which  may, 
at  the  fame  time,  be  fo  (mail  as  fcarce  to  be 
diftinguifhed  by  an  unfkilful  touch.  Should 
file  chance  to  feel  a  little  pain  in  it  now  and 
then,  flie  attributes  this  to  the  change  of  wea¬ 
ther,  or  poflibly  to  the  neceflary  confequence 

of  what  (he  cannot  but  have  confidered  as  a 

\ 

grievous  complaint.  Thus  the  difeafe  being 
negle&ed  may  remain  for  a  long  time  in  a 
tolerably  quiet  flate,  ’till  fome  accidental 
circumftance  puts  its  virulence  into  afiion. 

M  Even 
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Even  then  it  may  continue  for  a  long  time 
almoft  imperceptibly  increafing,  "till  it  (hall 
arrive  to  fuch  a  height  as  to  be  no  longer 
midaken.  This  event  may  take  place  at  fo 
confiderable  a  didance  of  time  from  the  for¬ 
mation  of  the  abfcefs  in  the  bread,  that  this 
complaint  (hall  no  longer  be  remembered  as 
the  eaufe. 

But  even  letting  afide  thefe  confiderations, 
it  mud  be  owned  that  the  coagulation  of  the 
milk,  and  the  fubfequent  formation  of  matter 
in  the  breads  is  a  difeafe  attended  with  fo 
much  pain,  and  frequently  of  fo  long  dura¬ 
tion,  that  health  is  often  impaired  by  it 
It  is  a  very  difagreeable  thing  to  fee  a  woman 
labouring  for  feveral  months  under  a  teazing 
and  painful  diforder,  which  for  the  mod 
part  may  be  prevented,  or  the  duration  of 
which  may  at  lead  be  confiderably  (hortened. 
The  confideration  of  thefe  circumdances, 

*  Abfceffes  of  the  breafts  are  a  Ions:  and  painful 

\  •  o  »  , 

difeafe,  long  in  forming,  and  long  in  curing.  Altruc 
on  the  Diieafes  of  Women.  Book  IV.  chap.  iv. 
P-  323- 
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led  me  to  turn  my  thoughts  upon  finding  a 
more  expeditious  mode  of  treating  thefe  com¬ 
plaints.  On  looking  over  my  manufcript  pa¬ 
pers,  I  found  in  fome  notes  taken  from  the 
late  Do&or  Didier’s  •j'*  lectures  on  the  Mate¬ 
ria  Medica,  that  fait  ammoniac  difiolved  in 
Hungary-water,  was  faid  to  poffefs  the  pro¬ 
perty  of  keeping  the  milk  fluid.  I  deter¬ 
mined  to  make  the  experiment  the  firfl  op¬ 
portunity.  In  the  mean  while  I  tried  how 
much  fait  ammoniac  a  given  quantity  of 
Hungary  water  would  diflblve,  and  found 
that  wTater  alone  took  up  a  much  larger  quan¬ 
tity  of  the  fait,  and  kept  it  fufpended  better 
than  the  fpirit.  Suppofing  that  the  virtue  of 
the  application  refided  chiefly  in  the  fait, 
upon  the  firft  occafion  I  ufed  it  in  the  follow- 

+  As  I  have  occafion  to  mention  that  gentleman’s 
name,  I  cannot  avoid  paying  a  tribute  to  the  memory 
of  genius,  induftry,  and  a  number  of  amiable  virtues, 
which  he  poffefled  in  an  eminent  degree.  His  prema¬ 
ture  and  much  lamented  death  deprived  fociety  of  one 
of  its  moft  valuable  members,  and  the  profefljon  of  one 
of  its  bed  ornaments 

M  2 
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ing  manner.  I  directed  three  ounces  of  fait 
ammoniac  to  be  diilolved  in  a  pint  of  com¬ 
mon  water,  to  which  an  equal  quantity  of 

Hungary  water  was  added.  Rags  dipped  in 

.  •»  ■  ■*"" 

this  liquor  made  a  little  warm,  were  applied 
to  the  whole  furface  of  the  bread.  Thefe 
rags  were  wetted  again  as  often  as  they  be¬ 
came  dry.  The  fird  cafe  I  tried  this  appli- 
cation  in,  was  a  coagulation  of  the  milk 
foon  after  lying-in,  before  any  fuppuration 
had  been  formed.  I  foon  found  the  confir¬ 
mation  of  Dodlor  Didier’s  afTertion,  that  this 
folution  had  the  property  of  keeping  the 

i  - 

milk  fluid,  for  after  it  had  been  applied  a 
fewhours,  the  grumous  feel  was  difperfed  and 
the  bread  redored  to  its  natural  date,  while 
the  milk  flowed  freely  from  the  nipple. 

I  tried  the  fame  method  in  a  great  number 
of  cafes  where  1  was  called  in  before  the  fup¬ 
puration  was  formed,  and  never  yet  knew  it 

fail.  Among  others,  Mrs.  H - ,  who  had 

differed  fo  much  from  one  of  thefe  com¬ 
plaints. 
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plaints,  and  whofe  cafe  /lands  the  fecond  in 
the  fecond  part  of  this  work,  was  brought  to 
bed  about  a  year  after  I  had  firfl:  attended 
her.  Her  hu/band  having  received  a  violent 
bruife  on  the  ancle,  fent  to  confult  me.  The 
firft  day  I  faw  him  happened  to  be  the  day 
after  /he  had  been  delivered.  I  found  her 
very  much  alarmed,  and  dreading  the  former 
fufferings  /lie  had  gone  through  for  her 
breads  were  now  as  much  fwelled  and  pain¬ 
ful  as  they  had  been  at  her  preceding  lying- 
in.  I  diredled  her  to  apply  the  folution  of 
fait  ammoniac  in  water,  and  Hungary  water, 
as  mentioned  above,  and  when  I  faw  her  the 
next  day  /lie  was  perfe&ly  free  from  pain, 
and  the  coagulation  difperfed.  She  continued 
the  application,  however,  at  my  defire  for  a 
couple  of  days,  and  had  no  return  of  the 
complaint.  The  circu m/lance  of  this  /welling 
yielding  fo  readily  to  the  folution  of  fait  am¬ 
moniac,  which  produced  no  effect  on  the  for¬ 
mer  fwelling  in  the  fame  patient*,  feems  to 

*  See  the  description  of  this  cafe  in  pages  123,  124, 
and  125  of  this  work. 
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eftablifh  the  difference  between  thefe  two 
complaints,  and  to  fhew  that  the  former  was, 
beginning  to  degenerate  into  a  fchirrhous  tu¬ 
mour.  But  there  was  one  cafe  of  the  milk 
bread;  in  which  this  method  was  tried,  and 
which  was,  of  fo  remarkable  a  nature,  that  I 

J  W  i  fL  J  V»U  U  J  l  * 

hope  the  reader  will  not  think  I  trefpafs  upon 
his  patience  in  giving  an  account  of  it. 

In  the  year  1776  Jofeph  Smith,  fervantto 
the  Duke  of  Montague,  defired  me  to  vifit 
his  wife,  who,  he  faid,  had  a  bad  bread:.  I 
went  immediately,  and  found  that  having. 

f  ,  ,  i  \  i  \  1  1 

been  brought  to  bed  the  preceding  day,  fhe 
was  feized  with  a  coagulation  of  the  milk  of 
fuch  a  kind  as  I  never  faw  before.  The  fize 

X  *  t  *■  f  «  •  >  •  * 

of  the  bread;  was  immenfe,  the  pain  to  the 
higheft  degree  excruciating,  the  glands  under 
the  arm-pit  dwelled,  and  in  a  word,  the  whole 
difeafe  fo  violent  that  fhe  was  unable  to  move 
the  arm  on  that  fide.  Her  pulfe  was  at  the 
fame  time  very  lew,  fhe  having  differed 
much  at  her  delivery.  I  was  alarmed  at  the 

fight. 
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fight,  for  I  had  never  beheld  a  bread  of  fuch 
a  prodigious  volume.  Thinking  it  neceflary 
from  the  intenfenefs  of  the  pain  in  this  cafe 
to  join  an  anodine  with  the  ordinary  folution, 
I  wrote  the  following  prefcription : 

R :  Capit :  papaver :  contufor :  No  :  XII 

Flor:  fambuc:  manip:  ij.  Coque  in  aq: 

Fontana?  lbifs  ufque  ad  Ibi:  In  colato  li- 
quore 

Solve  fal:  ammon:  cr:  giij.  deinde  adde 

Camphor:  in  fpirit:  vin:  folut:  gfs. 

When  this  point  of  liquid  came  I  directed  it 
to  be  mixed  with  a  pint  of  brandy,  and  then  to 
be  applied  warm  by  cloths  dipt  into  it  over  all 
the  bread,  the  arm-pit,  and  the  arm  itfelf, 
which  was  much  didended.  I  directed  alfo 
that  the  cloths  (hould  be  attentively  wetted 
again  with  the  warm  liquor  as  often  as  they 
became  dry.  When  I  called  upon  her,  the 
next  day,  fhe  told  me  die  had  felt  much  eafe 
in  fix  hours  after  the  application.  The  fwell- 
ing  was  now  confiderably  diminifhed,  the 

M  4  pain 
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pain  almoft  gone,  and  the  arm  reftored  to  its 
functions.  In  lefs  than  three,  days  the  bread 
was  reduced  to  its  natural  fize,  and  the  com¬ 
plaint  entirely  diffipated.  1  advifed  her  to 
continue  the  application  for  a  few  days,  left 
fhe  fhould  have  a  relapfe,  which,  however, 
fhe  never  had. 

It  is  impoffible  to  fay  what  would  have 
been  the  event  of  this  cafe  had  the  bread  ad¬ 
vanced  to  fuppuration  ;  but  from  the  uncom¬ 
mon  diftenfion  of  the  part,  the  excruciating 
torture  that  was  the  confequence  of  it,  and 
the  weak  ftate  of  the  patient,  it  is  proba¬ 
ble  fhe  would  have  funk  under  a  difeafe, 
•».  »  *  '  •  *  / 

which  is  not  fuppofed  to  be  attended  with  any 
kind  of  danger. 

Thus  far  we  have  been  fpeaking  of  the  un- 
fuppurated  ftate  of  the  milk  breaft,  it  now 
remains  to  confider  what  is  to  be  done  when 
matter  is  already  formed,  in  which  ftate  it 
mod  frequently  comes  under  our  infpedtion. 
For  though  the  difeafe  be  in  general  flow  in 

its 
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its  progrefs,  yet  the  fird  formation  of  matter 
is  often  made  very  quickly  and  fuddenly. 

It  has  already  been  obferved  that  in  the  ordi¬ 
nary  mode  of  treating  thefe  milk  breads  with 
bread  and  milk  poultices,  it  frequently  hap¬ 
pens  that  the  fuppuration  is  renewed  once  a 
fortnight,  once  a  month,  or  once  in  fix  weeks 
for  feveral  months  together,  with  great  pain 
and  inconvenience  to  the  patient.  Now,  al¬ 
though  the  folution  of  fait  ammoniac  will  not 
caufe  the  reabforption  of  matter  when  once 
it  is  formed,  yet  it  will  prevent  its  forming  a  > 
fecond  time,  when  it  is  once  let  out.  I  have 
tried  this  in  a  very  great  number  of  cafes, 
and  never  knew  it  fail  but  once ;  fo  that  the 
milk  breads  treated  in  this  manner  do  not 
lad  more  than  three  weeks,  one  month,  or 
fix  weeks  at  farthed,  while  the  others  fre¬ 
quently  continue  for  feveral  months,  and 
fometimes  in  the  end  leave  remains  of  indura¬ 
tion  behind  them.  In  the  one  cafe  where 
this  method  failed,  the  patient  was  labouring 

the 
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the  whole  time  under  a  febrile  affedion,  but 
even  in  this  mftanc©  the  complaint  did  not 
laft  more  than  three  months.  Two  fitters, 
living  next  door  to  each  other,  and  lying-in 
nearly  at  the  fame  time,  were  both  affeded 
with  a  coagulation  of  the  milk.  Thefe  cafes 
both  advanced  to  fuppuration.  One  of  thefe 
ladies  had  previoufly  applied  to  me  on  ac¬ 
count  of  a  fchirrhous  tumour,  the  other  had 
no  difeafe  in  her  breatt.  The  former  was 
under  my  care,  and  treated  with  the  folution 
of  fait  ammoniac;  the  latter  was  treated  with 
bread  and  milk  poultices.  The  firft  was  well 
within  the  month,  the  latt  remained  ill,  as  I 
was  informed,  for  four  months.  Thefe  ob- 
fervations  appear  to  ettablifh  the  advantage  of 
the  folution  of  fait  ammoniac  above  that  of 
the  bread  and  milk  cataplafm  in  thefe  cafes. 
What  good,  indeed,  are  we  to  exped  from 
the  latter  application  in  thefe  complaints  ?  It 
is  ufed  as  an  emollient,  to  relax  the  parts  and 
eafe  the  pain.  But  I  fear  this  relaxation  pro¬ 
duces 
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duces  more  mifchief  than  it  does  good.  The 
veflels  are  already  too  much  diftended  by  the 
influx  of  milk ;  the  application  which  really 
does  relax  and  keep  them  open,  expofesthem 
to  a  greater  influx  of  milk  without  appearing 
to  have  any  efted  upon  the  contents  that  are 
already  clotted.  Befides,  is  it  not  probable 
that  as  the  poultice  becomes  dry  the  milk  it- 
felf  may  be  abforbed  from  it  into  the  veflels 
already  diftended,  and  thereby  add  to  the 
coagulation  ?  The  folution  of  fait  ammoniac, 
on  the  contrary,  even  if  it  ihould  not  poflefs 
the  property  here  afcribed  to  it  of  keeping  the 
milk  fluid,  yet  being  mixt  with  fpirit,  which 
adds  to  its  own  aftringency,  it  is  more  likely* 

i 

to  be  advantageous  in  this  cafe  from  that  very 
quality.  For  if  the  iides  of  the  diftended  vef- 
fels  be  contraded  by  the  power  of  any 
aftringent  application,  they  will  not  only  be 
more  difpofed  to  refill:  the  further  accumula¬ 
tion  of  any  fluid,  but  their  diameters  being 
leflened,  and  their  coats  fqueezed,  and  com¬ 
pelled 
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pelled  to  ad  upon  their  contents ;  thefe  con¬ 
tents  will  be  driven  back  into  thofe  veffels 
where  the  circulation  is  (till  free,  and  where 
the  conftant  motion  will  foon  break  down 
and  comminute  the  grumous  clots.  This  is, 
perhaps,  the  reafon  why  many  inflammations, 
and  particularly  of  the  eryfipelatofe  kind, 
which  have  long  refilled  all  emollient  ap¬ 
plications,  will  foon  yield  to  that  of  fpirit  of 
wine  and  camphire.  This  is,  perhaps,  the 
reafon  why  the  fame  application*  if  applied 
immediately  after  a  feald,  will  frequently  pre¬ 
vent  the  vefication  of  the  {kin,  by  contrading 
the  veffels  and  refilling  the  impulfe  of  the 
diftending  fluids ;  and  it  is  probably  for  the 
fame  reafon  that  fpirit  of  wine  and  camphire, 
if  timely  applied  to  fuperficial  whitloes,  in- 
{lead  of  a  bread  and  milk  poultice,  as  is  ufu- 
ally  pradifed,  will  effedually  prevent  the 
formation  of  matter.  I  {hall  obferve,  by  the 
wray,  that  a  bread  and  milk  poultice  in  thefe 
cafes  feems  likely  to  protrad  the  dileafe.  For 

when 
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when  the  matter  is  once  formed,  though  ever 
in  fo  fmall  a  quantity,  if  it  can  find  a  vent 
through  the  cuticle,  the  difeafe  is  foon  termi¬ 
nated.  But  at  the  end  of  the  fingers,  where 

# 

this  whitloe  is  generally  formed,  the  cuticle 
is  naturally  very  thick,  and  therefore  oppofes  a 
ftrong  obfiacle  to  the  iflue  of  the  matter.  The 
bread  and  milk  poultice,  therefore,  by  keeping 
the  part  conftantly  fodden  in  moifiure  mud 
neceflarily  increafe  the  thicknefs  of  the  cuti¬ 
cle,  and  thereby  prevent  the  effcd  it  was  in¬ 
tended  to  forward.  This  is  very  evident  from 
the  afped  of  the  fkin  after  having  been  wrap¬ 
ped  up  in  a  bread  and  milk  poultice,  for  it 
appears  white,  compad  and  corrugated,  like 
the  fingers  of  a  wafherwoman,  who  has  had 
her  hands  all  day  in  the  fuds.  When  we 
come  to  open  it  with  a  lancet  we  alfo  fre¬ 
quently  find  it  enormoufly  increafed  in  thick- 
nefs,  which  circum fiance  may  be  partly 
owen  to  the  inflammation,  partly  to  the  con- 
fiant  moiflure  of  the  application.  This 

thick- 
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thickning  of  the  cuticle,  which  prevents  the 
matter  from  finding  its  way  outwards,  makes 
it  fpread  itfelf  round  in  every  direction,  and 

renders  the  difeafe  much  more  extenfive  and 

w  \ 

troublefome  than  it  would  otherwife  be. 
On  the  contrary,  when  it  has  appeared  to 
me  that  matter  has  been  already  collected  in 
a  fuperficial  whitloe,  I  have  often,  by  punc¬ 
turing  the  cuticle,  or  feparating  the  lamella? 
of  it  with  a  lancet,  given  vent  to  a  drop  or 

two  of  pus;  and  have  thus  put  a  fpeedy  end 

* 

to  a  difeafe,  which  if  this  had  not  been  done, 
might  have  proved  very  painful  and  tedi¬ 
ous. 

In  confirmation  of  this  doftrine,  I  (hall  juft 
mention,  that  a  lady,  to  whole  family  I  am 
related,  being  very  frequently  troubled  with 
fuperficial  whitloes,  which  were  fometimes 
extremely  irkfome  to  her,  once  afked  me  if 
there  were  no  way  of  preventing  thefe  col¬ 
lections  of  matter.  1  advifed  her  as  foon  as 
{he  felt  pain  or  throbbing  in  any  of  her 

fingers. 
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fingers,  fo  as  to  make  her  fufpe£t  that  the 
dife^fe  was  coming  on,  to  dip  a  piece  of 
rag  in  camphorated  fpirit  of  wine,  and  apply 
it  with  a  moderate  degree  of  preffure  round 
the  affedted  part.  She  followed  the  advice, 
and  has  never  had  a  whitloe  in  her  finger 
fince. 

But  to  return  to  the  milk  bread,  there  is 
one  circumdance  more  to  be  confidered  with 
regard  to  this  complaint,  and  that  is,  whether 
it  be  bed  to  differ  the  abfcefs  when  formed 
to  break  of  itfelf  or  to  open  it  with  a  lancet. 
For  my  own  part,  experience  has  determined 
me  in  favour  of  the  latter  method,  and  for 
the  following  reafons:  when  abfceffes  in  any 
part  are  near  the  fkin  and  preparing  to  faurd 
through  it,  the  didenfion  the  inflamed  fl;in 
differs  at  this  time  is  extremely  painful,  and 
this  natural  vent  may  be  obdrudted  from 
many  reafons  which  we  can  not  account  for. 
To  make  a  Imall  opening  with  a  lancet,  when 
the  fkin  is  thin,  fee  ms  to  me  to  fave  the  pa¬ 


tient 
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tient  four  and  twenty,  if  not  eight  and  forty 
hours  of  excruciating  pain.  Befides,  the 
opening  with  the  lancet  however  fmall,  is 
flill  larger  than  that  which  is  made  by  the 
fpontaneous  burning  of  the  matter.  Ac¬ 
cordingly,  we  fee  that  nature  fometimes 
makes  way  for  the  matter  by  five  or  fix  dif¬ 
ferent  openings;  and  feems  thus  to  point 
out  to  us  what  is  moft  proper  to  be  done. 
It  appears,  therefore,  that  a  fmall  opening 
with  a  lancet,  befide  that  it  will  fave  the 
patient  feme  hours  pain,  will  alfo  be  more 
likely  to  prevent  a  frefli  fuppuration  by  af¬ 
fording  a  more  ample  vent  to  the  matter. 


The  END. 


